
xii PREFACE.

The Author, even if the style is deemed novel,

does not seek the praise of originality for the sub-

stance of the following chapters, as the greater

portion of the text, and well nigh all the notes,

have been taken from the works of others, to whom
all due thanks are now rendered.

How far the book is likely to be of use to the

seeker after knowledge, or of assistance to those

desiring to kill time, is for others to determine.

If mistakes be discovered it is hoped that the

reader—professional or otherwise—^will bear with

them, " for if the work be found of sufficient merit

to require another edition, they will probably be

corrected, and if no such demand is made the book

has received as much labour as it deserves."

The Author is very "'umble, coming of an

'umble family," like the celebrated Uriah—not the

Hittite, but he of the Heap tribe—and he will be

quite content and satisfied if every reader, after

having perused this work, says of him as Lord

Thurlow said of Mansfield—^"A surprising man;

ninety-nine times out of a hundred he is right in

his opinions and decisions, and when once in a

hundred times he is wrong, ninety-nine men out of

a hundred would not discover it."
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