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lioljli'st uses, III' must 111' (list iiiti) tlif cnifililo. Tlic ordoHl of triliu*

liitioii iiwuits liiiii. The triiil is a-* offiro, but It consumes uut; a^ialnat

IiIh soul ot'ijroof it is jiowerlcss.

Whilst, on a short v(i_va;;fo nlon;; the shores ot' his native land, tie l<

Poizt'd hv Turkish I'iratts, and borne away into exile and caiifivitj'.

lie is icducfd to slavery,— sold and re-soM,—to-day the proiurty ot'

one liratlieii master, to-morrow the idnitlel ot' anotlici", Fiom this

cruel lot neither his intellect, ikm' his su|)er:<»r education, nor hissa<'red

character could save him. Tlie blind and obdurate Turk knows no
ii;|i|)ect. Tho most enli;rhtened, the iiH)st accotnplished, tho most lioly^

ar*' to him no better than beasts of burthen. In such hopeless bonda;^o.

Vincent of Paul could only pray, could oidy sutler, and, he pi'ays with

the fervour, he sutlers with the resi},'nation of u Christian martyr.

Can we be too thankful thsit that power, whi(di he tails even tomodit>

oi' soften, is now broken,—that the sick expiring Turk, now implores

in his death agony, the aid of that Christian community which he had

so l(»ng defied, and in tho persons of nnmy of its members, insulted and

opjtressed i

The I'aithfid Christian cannot bo all a slave. No power can chain

the mind. Paul of old i)reaclied elojjUently in his bomls, and made his

oppressors tremble. Our apostle is alike consumed with ze.al. N(*

dread of new evils can bind his tong.ie. The beauty of God's house

inspires him. lie proclaims' its glories. Its woi-st enemies listen and

are won, A Moslem woman doclares that there is no (Jod to compare

with the God of tho Christians. She loudly upbraids her renegade

husband. " The God of Vincent was too good to be so foully aban-

doned." And this man so long hardened in iniipiity enters into him*

self and rescdves to return to the religion of his forefathers. A fitting

time is chosen, and the renegade master, together with his ChristiaU

slave, are borne over the waves, in a fragile bark^ beyond the reach oi'

Turkish intolerance and persecution.

It is now given to ^'incent of Paul, restored to his country, after

three years of exile and bondage, to satisfy the great desire which

never slept in his ardent mind. An unlooked for circumstance, which,

whilst it brings him to St. Peter's Chair, opens for him a career of

usefulness, with which nothing in modern times can bear comj)arisone

Home, ever true to her sublime mission, welcomes to her walls, this

Iieroic witness ot the truth, and sends him on her errand of peace, to

the Court of France. Henry the Great fails not to "i)preciate the

qualities of Vincent of Paul, and wills that he be raised to epi''copal

dignity. But the cruel and cowardly hand of an assassin deprives

France and tho world of the best of mouarchs, and other, but not less


