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ino that opithot I Rut, as T havo said, tVnliuLj that tho occasion was om^
M'hich seldom pn'^^ciils itself in the lit'e of" a man, feelin;^ deeply the

dan'jer which, I tlK)Ui,'ht, was menacin;; our country and our nationality,

I kejit away from my lips and my pen all words of an^or against tlioso

who aliused me.

I mi;,'ht also say here, there was another reason that prevented me
from resentin;,' those insults. I am frank, and 1 must say that, what-
i'vcr mii,dit Itethe causi-. the movement that spreail throu'^h the Pro
vince of Queliec did not surprise me, ami if I have not rt-proached, in

1)itter torms,my friends for what they have donr',it is because I thoui^ht

that. althouLrh we, the Ministers of tho Crown, hail not failed in our
duty towards the Crown, towards our oath of ollii-e, toward.^ our
country <(eneially. perhajis we were in fault to a certain detfree in not

J,.,ha\ in-j; taken more care in the rlirection of pulilic opinion in the I

vince of C^uehoc. The cause, the main eausi^ of the troulile in that

Province has Ikmmi the (?xa,t,'U''iatioiis of the ('onservative press. I havo
stat((d to my friends that the troul)le we havfs had, the dampers wo
have run, the consei|uence from which we may proltahly sutler, would
not liav(> Iieen occasionrd if the press, and esju'cially the Conservative

press, had iieen licttcr din^-ted.

It is true that, as people .say, it was in the wind, it was everywhere,

the atmosphei'e was full of it, and noltody could escape ; luit I am,
ne\ eitheless, surprised to see that men, such as .s<ime of our friends in

this IIou.se, should have been caught with the disease—let me call it

that nam<'—yielding,' to that movement, t'ori^'eitin;.,' their old associations,

and hecomiui,' parti(^s to what T consider to be one of tho rjreate.st mis-

takes that our population in the Province of (^)ucbec has ever mafh\

I know that they havo yielded to what they considered a good impulse,

a national .sentiment, I am not one of those who believe that that

natural national feeling is not oiKMrhich d<>serv(>s praise. The population

in our countiy, being divided, as it is, in diderent nationalities, tho

atlii-mation of the rights of one fraction of the people is not bad in

itself. That pride in ont^'s nationality is a thing that nught be pro-

ductive of good results ; like all powerful motives, it must Ik^ regulat<Ml,

otherwise disorchu- will residt ; like all those strong agents on the

human organism, taken in a moderate dose it is a splendid remedy, but
taken in an immoderate dose it becomes a poison.

In this instance, our friends have exaggt>rated that feeling, and
hence we have .seen in the Province of (Quebec that outburst of .sectional

animosity which wo all dej)lore, and which, 1 trust, will end after this

Hou.se has taken its determination and has given the vote which mo-
derate, delibei'ate men are asked to give.

Hut, Sir, we liave not here to deal with those demonstrations ; we
have to deal with the (piestion which is ])roposed to us, and that ([ues-

tion is this ; Was the execution of Louis Riel one which we, the House
of Parliament—we, the Hou.se representing the view.s, feelings and id(^as

of the country-, should condenni or approve 1 My lion, friend from
Montmagny (Mr. Landry) has put liis motion in a particular way, and
in his opening remarks lie said :

" I have not <iualitied the expression

of regret for the e.xecution of Louis Riel ; I have left to everyone the

right to choose the reason why they should regret that execution." I


