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DISCOVERY.

last look at Granada, and Spain had rest from her eight centuries
of war. In England, the Wars of the Roses had ceased. After
thirty years of hard fighting and huge waste of life and property,
the fortunate English had been able to determine which branch
of a certain old family was to rule over them. Henry VIL,
with his clear, cold head, and his heavy hand, was guiding his
people somewhat forcibly towards the victories of peace. Even
France tasted the joy of repose. The Reformation was at hand.
While Columbus was holding his uncertain way across the great
Atlantic, a boy called Martin Luther was attending school in a
small German town. The time was not far off, but as yet the
mind of Europé was not engrossed by those religious strifes
which were soon to convulse it.

The men whose trade was fighting turned gladly in this idle
time to the world where boundless wealth was to be wrung
from the grasp of unwarlike barbarians. . England and France
had missed the splendid prize which Columbus had won for
Spain. They hastened now to secure what they could A
merchant of Bristol, John Cabot, obtained permission from the
King of England to make discoveries in the northern parts of
America. Cabot was to bear all expenses, and the King was to
receive -one-fifth of the gains of the adventure. . Taking with
him his son Sebastian, John Cabot sailed straight westward

across the Atlanticc He reached the American con-
1497 nent, of which he was the undoubted discoverer. ‘The

result to him was disappointing. He landed on the
coast of Labrador. Being in the same latitude as England, he
reasoned that he should find the same genial climate. To his
astonishment he came upon a region of intolerable cold, dreary
with ice and snow. John Cabot had not heard of the Gulf
Stream and its marvellous influences. He did not know that
the western shores of northern Europe are rescued from per-
petual winter, and warmed up to the enjoyable temperature
which they possess, by an enormous river of hot water flowing
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