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f^ether refused, while in another case the char(?es preferred were
altered and then referred to a commission appointed upon the advice
of the Ministry, contrary to the well settled practice of Parliament

;

and this Convention affirm

:

That it is the ancient and undoubted right of the House of Ck>m-
mons to inquire into all matters of public expenditure, and into all

charges of misconduct in office agaiudt Ministers of the Crown, and
the reference of such matters to royal commission created upon the
advice of the accused is at variance with the due responsibility of Min-
isters to the House of Commons, and tends to weaken the authority
of the House over the Executive Government, and thiB convention
affirms that the powers of the people's representatives in this regard
should on all fitting occasions oe upheld.

6—THE LAND FOR THE SETTLER-NOT FOR THE
SPECULATOR.

That in the opinion of this Convention the sales of public lands of
the Dominion should be to actual setileisonly, and not to speculators,
upon reasonable terms of settlement, and in such areas as can be
reasonably occupied and cultivated by the settler.

7.-0PP0SE THE DOMINION FRANCHISE ACT-FAVOR THE
PROVINCIAL FRANCHISE.

That the Franchise Act since its introduction has cost the Do-
minion Treasury over a million dollars, besides entailing a heavy ex-

penditure to both political parties.

That each revision involves an additional expenditure of a further
quarter of a million ;

That this expenditure has prevented an annual revision, as origin-

ally intended, in the absence of which young voters entitled to the
franchise have, in numerous instances, been prevented from exercis-

ing their natural rights.

That it has failed to secure uniformity, which was the pr-'icipal

reason assigned for its introduction ;

That it has produced gross abuses by partizab revising barristers

appointed by the Government of the day;

That its provisions are less liberal than those already existing in

many Provinces of the Dominion, and that in the opinion of this Con-
vention the Act should be repealed, and we should revert to the
Provincial Franchise.

8.-AGAINST THE GERRYMANDER-COUNTY
SHOULD BE PRESERVED

BOUNDARIES

That by the Gerrymander Acts, the electoral divisions for the re-

turn of members to tne House of Commons have been so made as to

prevent a fair expression of the opinion ot the country at the general
elections, and to secure to the party now in power a strength out of

all proportion greater than the number of electors supporting them

;


