
Principlks of thk Liberal 1\\rtv.
I'.viiy riiriii (il niiviiJi Ill .S.I IMS 111 iM\ii|\i' iwii imlii ii.il i liimnls. 'I'Ih' ihh' (mII-

liiK I'm- cli.iMKi's III ixistliip liislituliiiiis, liir nllil" rn'iii llic I r.iilil Inns of ilir imsI. Ii.r a

III I r rili/.ciisliii> III cviiylliliiK lli.il Mil' ii.iini' liii|illis— I lii' niliir not iiii|iiOKiissh k ii:

<vi ry icspcil. Inn iii\ i rl Inliss ilisjiosiil In nslsl :iil\ .iiiiiil liKi»I.U inn. iIh' iii1:i iKi'iiniit

of llu' p!lvll<>»^i'.s of llii' iiMiiy 111- iin.v r.cnKiillini, iif iltlziii.slilp wlilcli (Mil be .-^uciis.sfiiUy

icslsti'il. Tlicsi' two iinlllliMl I'nni.s li;i\i. liiiM il JiTinn 1] y ii;iiii>i| In ililliiinl cniint rii s,

mill .snniitinii s luui.' Iici'n (Ufrcrcnlly nannil .it ililTiiini piilmls In lln s:uii.> inmitry.

'I'lii' Wlilus .•iiul Tmlo.s oC forty yiMis hko in <iiial liillnin mit ilir l,iljiinis niiil Co.i-

siiv;ill\ IS iif tn-tlay. J!nt K'nilally in all lln Cnliiniis nl lln- lanpiii', as wrll as In tnu

Kniplrc ilsfir. till' two piililii'al pai'llis ari' n cnj^nlziil 1)\- ilif tirnis hilnr.ils ainl Cnnsoi-

Vdtlvcs, and llicsi' two tiTiiis ini-.isnialily woll nprisiiit llir pnllcy nl' tlii> two p.irtli\s.

In rnlliny|n«- mit, the lilstiir.\- of iIh' Liliital parly in Canada, niic is sliiiik willi iIh-

clo.so aiialnxy Inl wcin the innyeinciits wliiih it .siippnri id and liy wliicli it is dividml

from the Consirvalivos, and innyiini'iits nl' a similar character, althoiiffh on a larger

so.ili'. in the histnry of Urilish pnliiics. Ii iiia\ lie tli.it the iiileicliaiiKe nt' npinimis

between Canada and the lOinplie ha*l snineiliiiiK to dn with inalntainiiiK: Hie iinil'nrnii' y

of polilical eliiiAane on kindnd .siilijects. nr It may he that the emigrant to Can.ida

carried with him his liritish pnliiics. At all events, it is some sniin f ^rral illcai inn

for the ],il)orals nf Canada to know tli.it the Kpreat innvenieiits they Inaiiuniated .iml lo

wlilch they cnnsecrated all their ener^fies Were niovenieiits similar in kind and l>rini'iplo

to those which reei Iveil the siippml of the Kieat i.iheral slalesinen nf IIiiKland. Winn u

Canadian on the ilnnr nf I'arllanient or on a piihllc idatform declares thai no Koveriiinenl

should make relinimis npinlniis a tost of cIlizeiiHliip, it mijriif he matifyliiR to kiinw tli.ii

.such views were en I eit ,1 i lied hy hold Jnhii Hiissell, Jnliii HiIkIU, W. K. C.ladstniie .ml

nil th<' Kiheral IIrIiIs nf ilie hist century. Similarly, when a demand is made fur Kic.iler

freedom of trade, fur the extension of the franchise, the protection of tho elector at '-he

hallot hnx. the snviiein nl y nf the pe(i]ile In all matters pertaining in K'lvernmeiil, piiiiiy

in the admlnistralion of piihllc affair.-i. the per.sonal Inlinrily of the lepiesenlat i ves if

tho people, these and kindred measures of vast import.ince m thi> slate iiave heen tlm

watchwords nf the laheial jiarl.y in (iicat lirilain since the Kieat ri'vniiit inn, .and lia\e

occupied th<> thonnlits of our ablest and iniiest statesmen, notably tlinse representing: the

l-iiberal party. The hl-storical perspective then of Canadian I^iberalisni is must satisfactory

as well as Instructive and would well repay fuller investigation.*

The Liberal party first asserted itself in I'pjicr Canada by bnhlly protestiiiK- against
the tyranny of the "Kamlly Compact" and by demanding (li the exclusion from ofllce

of all appointees of tlie Government; (J) the entire control of all the ri.'Venucs of ;lie

country ; and (I!) the responsibility of the execntivej i.e., the Government, to the people's

rcpresenlatives in I'arliameiil. One of the f'arliest champions nf these reforms was Wni.
hyon Macki'iizli'. who as a member nf rarllameiit and. as a .iniirnallst, had ample
nripnrtunities id calling' public atteiilinn to the ^frievances finin which relief was deslraole.

AlthniiKh Mr. Mackenzie did lint cniiduct the agitation for the reforms which he demanded,
at all times with beconiin>j moderation, yet he drew very distinctly a line of separation
between the proKressive policy of true jjiberalism and the claims nf Conservatives of

that time by 'divine riKht" to occupy all the public oflices and lo hnld the reins of (Jnv-

ernment, with the public consent when they cnuld, ami wilhniit jiiihlic apiirnval when they
dared.»»

After the rnioii of l.sll. llie distinctive character of ;.iiberal principles was repre-

sented b.v Mr. Kobert Haldwin, wlin will always be reinembcred as the sturdy champion
of resjionslble tiovernnient. Mr. lialdwin held that all appointments to nflice should be
made by the (JnviM-nnr-Cieneral on the iieninmendatinn nf his advisers, and lliat a Gov-
ernment that iDiild not cnmm.ind a ma.jnrily of the ineinbirs nf raiiianieni sluuild at

once fiive place to a tiovernment liaviii)^ a majority.

•See (iladslnnc and his Contempnrarics, by Thomas Archer; Life of John liriRht,

Uieli.inl Cobdeii. Lord .Inliii Unssi Us Ueiiilliiseinces, Life nf the lOarl nf >Slia f lesbur.v.

(Jladslone's Speeches.

••See Life of Win. Lyon Mackenzie by Charles Lindsay.


