
DECEMBER 14, 1926 'l

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S SPEECH
ADDRESS IN REPLY

The Senate .procaeded Vo the consideration
of Hie Excellency the Governor General'a
Speech at the opening of the Session.

IRan. W. A. BUCHANAN moved:
That the following Addrees ha presented te

Hie Excelleney the Governor General Vo, off er
the humble thanks of this flouse to Hie Ex-
cellency for the gracions Speech which ha haen
been plaased to make Vo both Housee of Par-
liament; namnely:

To Hie Excellency the Right Honourable Vie-
count Willingdon, Knight Grand Commnan-
der of the Most Exalted Order of the Star
of India, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguishad Ordar of Saint Michael and
Saint George, Knight Grand Commander of
the Most Eminent Order of the Indian
Empire, Knight Grand Cross 6f the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire,
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief
of the Dominion cf Canada.

M4ay it Please Your Excellency:
We, Hie Majeety'e mont dutiful and loyal euh-

jects, the Senate of Canada, in Parliament as-
isembled, heg leave te, offer cur humble thanke Vo
Your Excellancy fer the gracious Speech which
Your Excellency has addraesad Vo, both Houss
of Parliamant.

Ha said: Honourable gentlemen, while I
risa with a full appraciation of the honour
which bas been conferred on me as mover
of this Address, I rise with soe reluctanca
aise, because I f eel that I amn addressing a
body composed largaly of men of much wider
and riper experience in public affaire than I
possess.

The Addrass which bas been brought down
covers many questions, and touches upon
problems affecting aIl parts cf Canada, but
it je my intention te deal merely with soe
of those which te my mind are of outstand-
ing importance, and I hope te do se with
as mauch freedom as possible from partizan
spirit.

I should lika to refer, first of ail, to the
change which has takan place in the repre-
santation of the Crown in this Dominion.
Since we wera last here the represantative
who filled the position cf Governor General
fer four or fiva yaars has gene frem. us. If
there was oe mark which hae left upon the
country more strongly than anothar it was,
I think, his desire te, bacoma acquamnted with
Canada at large. Ha always preached the
doctrine of unity, and thus, in my judgmant,
eet an example net only Vo those cf us who
sit in Parliament, but te, the people generally.
If thera is division in Canada it is largaly due
te the fact that thera je not complete know-
ledge of our country. Lord Byng miade it
hie business during his terni cf office to visit

almost ail the nooks and corners of Canada.
I doubt very mueh whether any other rapre-
sentative of the King covared so snuch ter-
ritory, or saw so much of Canada as hie did;
and hie has gone back to Great Britain, may I
say, as an ambassador of Canada, for already
hae ie presenting to the people of the Mother-
land his impressions of this country, and ad-
vancing ite intereets.

To replace him we have a distinguished
public servant, a man who hins filled positions
in p~ublic aifé ini Great Britain and the British
Dominions, a man of wide experience in public
affairs who, juat before coming to Canada,
fdlfilled a delicate and iimportant mission for
the British Governinent in China, if I racollect
precisely. Though hie hien been with us on.ly
a few menths, I think 1 may safely say that
hie has already won a ve-ry wairm place ini the
esteem and affection of the people of Canada.

Another intimation in the Speech from. tjhe
Th.rone appesils to all Canadians, and partieu-
iariy -to those of the Province of Ailberta, in
which 1 happen, to, live. The announcement
is maide thst the Prince of Wale is to be
with us next yoe&r on the occasion of the
sixtieth anniversary of Conifederation. 1 look
upon the Prince of Wales flot only as a mnem-
ber of tihe Royal Family, but aise as a citizen
of Canada, because this is oe part of the
Emnpire that hie bas singled out for hie affec-
tions and intere3t. Hie has taken up ini that
Province a property which in not onlY
becoming renowned throughout this Dominion,
but in advertising Canada in other parts of
the world. Hie je setting an examle to our
ranchers and farmers by raising upon that
ranch in the foot-hbilsa of Alberta pure-bred
stock that will ienproive the lîve-stock business
in Canada, and also hip to imjprove it across
the line, in the Ujnited States.

P-robably the mnt important evant of recent
months hias been the Imperiai Conference just
condluded in London. There may be differ-
ences of opinion a to the conclusions resched
by that Cod!erence, but I arn bold enough to
say that in my judgment, no matter what
lias been, donea towards extending greatar frea-
dom and responsibiity to the Dominions of
the Empire and krtheing thair autonomy,
nothi-ng bas occurred that wïtl waaken -the tien
that exist betwaen those Dominions and Grea~t
Britain and the anonarchy. I believe that the
greater the freedom concaded Vo the Domin-
ions, the stronger wili be Vhe ties that hold
thern togat.her within the Empire. I tbink
that bas baen the case throughout our
whole history as an Empire. We can recal
the early struggles in this and otiier Dom!inions
for what they consi.dered responsible govern-
ment and greater freedum, and as concassions


