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that the young girl was found. She had been mutilated, beaten,
her throat cut and dumped in a garbage dumpster in an alley
behind their home.

An arrest was made of a 37—year old man who admitted to the
crime. He was quoted in the papers as saying he had a difficult
time controlling himself because he was sick and tired of this
little girl always coming on to him. Everyone in the House must
agree that some pretty traumatic things are taking place in that
family. This little girl had brothers and sisters as well.

Immediately the 37—year old man had a lawyer to provide
legal assistance. There was nothing for the victim. Immediately
the 37—year old man had psychologists, psychiatrists and coun-
sellors at his disposal. There was nothing for the victim. There
was nothing for the mother. I take that back. There was some-
thing for the mother. She could have the same services but she
had to pay $50 to $100 an hour out of her own pocket.

When we asked for help to be provided to this family we were
brushed aside. We do not have anything in legislation that would
allow for this to happen. The boys on the great white hill in
Ottawa have not come up with anything in the charter of rights to
protect victims.

I cannot for the slightest moment believe anybody would not
want to vote in favour of a motion that would protect the rights
of victims like the ones I am talking about. It is high time we did
it.

My last point is why have we not brought in some legislation
that would help tremendously? It has been proven throughout
many countries, parts of the States and other parts of the world,
that we could legislate DNA testing. There would be some real
value in that. It is my understanding that it is incorrect one in
thirty billion times. In samples of skin, hair, semen or whatever
the case may be, no two people in the world can have the same
DNA with the possible exception of identical twins.

It would be a useful tool for our enforcement officers to apply
for a conviction and, believe it or not, to have someone released
who was wrongly charged.

It is has been reported to me that in British Columbia there are
45 unsolved murders, 20 sexual assaults and several other
serious crimes where DNA evidence is available, but there is no
law that allows them to make a suspect give a sample. A sample
cannot be taken from the suspect because under the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms the criminal has the right to refuse the test.
I could go through several examples. Consequently there are
people walking the streets who ought to be behind bars.

Do we have the political will or the courage to stand and allow
the people of our country to have the right to be safe from people
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who would be behind bars if we took the proper action? The first
step is to recognize the rights of victims.

® (1315)
[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm): Mr.
Speaker, I listened attentively to the hon. member’s speech and
he said a few things that I do not agree with. I cannot understand
how, in 1994, we can still hear such comments.

I said earlier that today’s debate should not be limited to
repugnant cases that were extensively covered by the press. I too
could mention cases showing the opposite, cases where, after a
realistic rehabilitation period, young offenders were successful-
ly reintegrated into the system. Some people returned to society
after psychiatric evaluation and treatment.

If T understand the logic used by the hon. member from the
Reform Party, we should put everybody in jail without treat-
ment. My question is how will we have enough prisons if we put
everybody in jail without anything to treat them?

[English]

Mr. Thompson: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his
question.

The cases I cited are sample cases of an extremely violent
nature where there is a direct conflict between the rights of the
criminal and the rights of the victim and it has always gone
toward the rights of the victim.

I did not talk about incarceration other than the fact that when
we have those kinds of dangerous people on the street they
should be locked up. Does that mean we throw away the key, not
feed them and not treat them? I did not address the penal system.
I will be more than pleased to give another 10 minute speech on
what I think we should do there.

I believe in rehabilitation. I believe that we need to treat and
do as much as we possibly can, but I also believe that we have to
be realistic in our penal system, realistic enough to realize that
across the way or anywhere the world, if we work hard and earn
money, we probably will eat pork chops and steak and will love
it. If we go out into the same world and do not work and are not
able to achieve as much as some other people, we may have to
resort to something less than that.

Maybe in a realistic sense that is part of the treatment that
needs to take place in the penal system. Let us provide a work
program. If one works hard in this penal system it will be like in
society, one will eat well. If one does not work in this penal
system, one’s reward will be the same as in society. One will eat
macaroni and cheese and may not get any cheese.



