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Throne, and now it lias been moved and
seconded that an Address be presented to Ris
Exeellency the Governor General to offer
the humble thanks of the King's dutiful and
loyal subi ects in parliament assembled for
the gracious speech which Ris Excellency
was pleased to address to both houses of
parliament. This very pleasing fiction, the
Speech from the Throne, has been put in
the mouth of His Excellency the Governor
General; as a matter of fact we know it is
a pronouncement by the goverument.

I have much pleasure in tendering my com-
pliments to the hon. members who moved
and seconded the Address. Unfortunate-ly I
was unable to follow the remarks made by the
mover (Sir Eugene Fi,-et) but judging froma
his past history and froma the delivery of
his speech I have no doubt that he will be
a valuable acquisition to the debating power
of this Hous. To the seconder (Mr. Hanna)
I also extend any congratulations. He did
the work that was allotted to him in a very
creditable manner. I arn sure that lis entry
into this House must have afforded the gov-
ernment a great deal of satisfaction, judging
by the royal reception they gave hima when
he was introduced.

We have had two further speeches in the
Rous on the Address, one delivered by the
right hon. leader of the opposition (Mr.
Meighen) one by the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King). In some respects it was
a case of the story being told in a pessimistie
way on the one hand and in an optimistic way
on the other. It makes a great deal of
difference sometimes on which side you
happen to be. from which point of vantage
you look nt the situation. Judging from. the
remarks made by the leader of the opposition,
thinga are in a bad way and the quieker we
realize this the better. I amn sure lie ably
presented that side of the case. Then the
Prime Minister made his address, ani lie
took the view that after ahl we were in a
hiappy condition; that without question
Canada i2 a land of hope and glory; that
compared with the United Sta tes we are
living in a very fortunate condition indeed.
But 1 believe, Mr. Speaker, we can have a
fatal pessimisma and a fooliali optimisan-
tliougha 1 do flot want for a minute to
insinuate that either of these two right hon.
members went to that extreme. But if we
are too pessimistic we are apt Vo lose heart.
People sometimes get too sorry for tliemselves,
tliey have too much pity upon themnsehves,
and when tliey reacli that stage their courage
is apt to ooze out at their fingers' ends, with

the resuit that obWets aimed at are not
accomplished. On the other hand it is some-
times juat as foolish Vo underestimate the
magnitude of the task that lies before us.
While the Prime Minister was very optimistie
1 hope he realizeis that we are noV yet out
of the woods, that we have a great many
difficulties to overcome and that everything
is not just as happy as it ought to be.

I happened Vo 'he reading the other day a
biography of Sir John A. Macdonald anid I
camne acrose the statement that he was the
originator of the phras-e, "Canada is a difficuit
country to govern." Now, I have no doubt
of that faot, liaving regard tu the physical
characteriFities of our country, reaching s it
does froma ocean to ocean, divided by natural
pýhysical barriers; and to the fact that the
different sections of our population do noV
always take the sane point of view and that,
unfortunately, their economic interests do noV
always run parahiel. We have a sparse popu-
lation, compared. witli the great extent of
our country; consequently it is difficuit at.
a&l turnes te have legistation that wîll be in
the interests of every sectéion of the corn-
munity. The factu>rs bearing upon goverfi-
ment are very nuinerous-internationali rela-
tionzi, *manufacturing, trade and commerce,
agriculture and- ahl its allied industries--con-
sequently we find that the functions of gov-
erament are being widened day by day and
the position is becoming more and more
difficult.

Another point that should be considered in
regard to ail governments, provincial and
municipal as well as Dominion, is the in-
creaaing wants of the people, the increasing
demande of the people for further public
services and utilities. Unfortunately these
demands are flot always acconapanied by a
desire to pay the taxes snd to bear the
burden of debt that is incurred in instituting
and carrying on these public iinprovements
and public utilities. I have heard it stated
that progress first began wlien men began to
live beyond their income. I feel perfecthy
satisfied that if that saying -is true we -have
been progre5-sing at a very rapid rate during
this 'last nuimber of yeairs, individ'ually and
provincial!ty as weil as from the Domninion
point of view. Rowever, I arn inelined Vo
question the truth of that saying. It 'las been
said also that the people to-day are eager for
legilation but impatient of ýlaw. 1 do not
know wliether that is as true cd the Dominion
government as it le of the provincial govern-
ments, but we find a tremendous demand alI
the tirne for new legialation, and it is very


