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The Address—Mr. Forke

Throne, and now it has been moved and
seconded that an Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General to offer
the humble thanks of the King’s dutiful and
loyal subjects in parliament assembled for
the gracious speech which His Excellency
was pleased to address to both houses of
parliament. This very pleasing fiction, the
Speech from the Throne, has been put in
the mouth of His Excellency the Governor
General; as a matter of fact we know it is
a pronouncement by the government.

I have much pleasure in tendering my com-
pliments to the hon. members who moved
and seconded the Address. Unfortunately I
was unable to follow the remarks made by the
mover (Sir Eugene Fiset) but judging from
his past history and from the delivery of
his speech I have no doubt that he will be
a valuable acquisition to the debating power
of this House. To the seconder (Mr. Hanna)
I also extend my congratulations. He did
the work that was allotted to him in a very
creditable manner. I am sure that his entry
into this House must have afforded the gov-
ernment a great deal of satisfaction, judging
by the royal reception they gave him when
he was introduced.

We have had two further speeches in the
House on the Address, one delivered by the
right hon. leader of the opposition (Mr.
Meighen) one by the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King). In some respects it was
a case of the story being told in a pessimistic
way on the one hand and in an optimistic way
on the other. It makes a great deal of
difference sometimes on which side you
happen to be, from which point of vantage
you look at the situation. Judging from the
remarks made by the leader of the opposition,
things are in a bad way and the quicker we
realize this the better. I am sure he ably
presented that side of the case. Then the
Prime Minister made his address, and he
took the view that after all we were in a
happy condition; that without question
Canada is a land of hope and glory; that
compared with the United States we are
living in a very fortunate condition indeed.
But I believe, Mr. Speaker, we can have a
fatal pessimism and a foolish optimism—

though I do not want for a minute to-

insinuate that either of these two right hon.
members went to that extreme. But if we
are too pessimistic we are apt to lose heart.
People sometimes get too sorry for themselves,
they have too much pity upon themselves,
and when they reach that stage their courage
is apt to ooze out at their fingers' ends, with

the result that objects aimed at are not
accomplished. On the other hand it is some-
times just as foolish to underestimate the
magnitude of the task that lies before us.
While the Prime Minister was very optimistic
I hope he realizes that we are not yet out
of the woods, that we have a great many
difficulties to overcome and that everything
is not just as happy as it ought to be.

I happened to be reading the other day a
biography of Sir John A. Macdonald and I
came across the statement that he was the
originator of the phrase, “Canada is a difficult
country to govern.” Now, I have no doubt
of that fact, having regard to the physical
characteristics of our country, reaching as it
does from ocean to ocean, divided by natural
physical barriers; and to the fact that the
different sections of our population do not
always take the same point of view and that,
unfortunately, their economic interests do not
always run parallel. We have a sparse popu-
lation, compared with the great extent of
our country; consequently it is difficult at
all times to have legislation that will be in
the interests of every section of the com-
munity. The factors bearing upon govern-
ment are very numerous—international rela-
tions, manufacturing, trade and commerce,
agriculture and all its allied industries—con-
sequently we find that the functions of gov-
ernment, are being widened day by day and
the mposition is becoming more and more
difficult.

Another point that should be considered in
regard to all governments, provincial and
municipal as well as Dominion, is the in-
creasing wants of the people, the increasing
demands of the people for funther public
services and utilities. Unfortunately these
demands are not always accompanied by a
desire to pay the taxes and to bear the
burden of debt that is incurred in instituting
and carrying on these public improvements
and public utilities. I have heard it stated
that progress first began when men began to
live beyond their income. I feel perfectly
satisfied that if that saying is true we have
been progressing at a very rapid rate during
this last number of years, individually and
provincially as well as from the Dominion
point of view. However, I am inclined to
question the truth of that saying. It has been
said also that the people to-day are eager for
legislation but impatient of law. I do not
know whether that is as true of the Dominion
government as it is of the provincial govern-
ments, but we find a tremendous demand all
the time for new legislation, and it is very



