
levels. Cultural issues are flot only less amendable to compromise, they are flot
necessarily amendable to solution. The means by which they were resolved in the past,
such as elite accommodation, have been discredited and rejected today.

Federalism, as a tool of change, has been used most effectively in Canada, and Iikely
elsewhere, when the public perceives that it is an active participant. Accordingly, one must
not just search for institutional accommodation (L.e., federation versus confederation) but
rather for a popular or participatory framework "A constitution is not worth the paper it is
written on unless it involves a will to make it work. The will can be generated by popular
participation."

There has been a proliferation of literature in the last decade on the shape of the world to
corne. According to Samuel Huntington, it will flot be defined by economic issues, but by
cultural identities. Authors disagree to which degree the world bas become culturally
homogenous - we were also treated to Benjamin Barber's thesis in mid-1990's which posits that
the world is and will be divided roughly into two forces: Jihad versus McWorld. Many miss
Barber's central point which is tliat the cultural war can be avoided by ensuring citizen
participation.

Drawing on Barber's point, it was suggested that difficuit cultural issues and citizen
disengagenient may be redressed by creating inodels that invite citizen participation or that
empower people. As Peter Jay pointed out in bis book the Wealth of Mati, ail economic change


