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CANADJAN FURS-SQUIRREL AND ERMINE

Canadien squirrei îe used mainly in coats and
ackets and is aiways dyed, usuaiiy in the saine
uhades as mink. The "skin-on-skin" method of
ianufacture is used (the skias sewn together side by
ilde in rows froin top to bottoin, after trimming and
latciiing for quaiity). The finished piece ie at-
ractive, moderately warm and, though its wearing
[ulities cannrot b. rated above fair, with care a
ýquirrel garaient cari outst some of its hardier
ivals.

Squirrei ranked fifth in importance among Can-
idian wiid furs, ini the 1967-1968 season - beaver,
luskrat, wiid mink and hair seal were ahead. Soin,
,251,000 squirrel peits worth $7 00,000 were taken.
ince 1930, the squirrel catch has fluctuated frora
.49,0(10 peits to a record 5,761,000 peits tin the
941-1942 season.

Most of the peits corne frora the Western pro-
inces, the largest and finest ekins corning froni the
1 ukoti Territory. Hlgh-quaiity skins also corne froin
lorthiern Alberta and Saskatchewan.

The, chattering red squixrel ranges the evergreen
:)rest8 of Canada, f ront the southern border to the
orthemn treelne. Its 13-inch iength includes four
ihes of bushy tail. The fur is greyish-brown witii
red streak down the center back. Usuaiiy a white

and extends the, length of its stomach.
Squiarels est seeds, nuts and bernies and in the

utunin they store winter supplies in the grouad or in
ree holiows. Although the squirrel does sot hiber-
ate, it hides in its den duning neyer. weatiier.

ýRMINE
ýrnna fur which throughout history han been

Bsociated with royalty and historic occasions, le
rie of the few Canadien fur-beariag animais wiiose
umbers are decreasing markedly.

Output han declined froin an average annual
roduction of aiinost 750,000 pelte ini the 1930s to
elow 150,000 peits, averaging 90 cents eacii.

Like squirrei, ermine is worked skin-on-aldn sud
IusuaUly dyed iirown so that when made up into

LEDGE TO THE HUNGRY

Agriculture Mnister H.A. (Bud) Oison iieaded
18 Casadisu delegatlon to the. recent pledging con-
brence of the, World Food Prograni at wiiicii a Cana-
tàn undertaklng was given for $30 million (U.S.)
'orth of food and cash for tiie 1971-72 period - 10
er cent of tiie WFP's total objective.

Caada's contribution to the, World Food Prograin
i the seodlargeet. Siuc. the WFP was estabisied
à 1963, it ha. pledged a total of noms $100 million
I food and cash.

The ermine

garments, tiiese two furs cioseiy resemble each otiier.
Oniy two species of ennine are used by the. fur

trade - iong-tailed and short-taiied. The iong-tailed
ermine, which often reaches a iength of 20 inches or
more, inciuding a six-inch tail, bas a rather fiat,
white fur that can be ueed ti naturai colon. In capes,
jackets and stoles the. long-taii.d ermine in natural
white produces a soft, light fur-pîece. The smaller,
siiort-tailed animal - whlch biologists say je really
a weasel - has a densen silkier fur with ueually a
yeliowisii cast so that it must invariably b. dyed. It
je about two-thirds the nize of the Iong-taiied ermilas.
When made up, both furs are sold as ermine.

Theq ennine, one of the. most ferocious of the
smali maismais, has a long, siender body, short legs
and emali feet. In the. wlnter monthe tiie fer is white,
changing to reddish-brown in suminer. The tip of the.
tail remaoms blac all year round. Ermie are found
througiiout Canada.

The, ermine preys on ail of the smaller animale
and birds and will tackle many langer animas. Matiag
takes place.in ar ,and the yo whiiwinuber
fromsixt to 12, are bornin April or MIay, usiisily in
an abanon4d urrow. They ae~ raised by tiie fessale.

(This article is part of a series on the Ceaadian
fur id str ad fur-Ioaring animais.)

Activities of the World Food Program fail into
two broad classes - emrgency food-ald during dis-
asters such as eartiiqualc.s, droughts and floodsand
long-tenu projects aimp<d at helping underdeveloped
nations to iielp tiiemnelves.

These projects inclded auoh help as food to psy
workers who are reclaiming land for agiculture, re-
foresting barren areas, building sciiools, irrgaio
systerin, roads and railways. Projects may aso in-

volvetechncal sutace offered ln tiie foas of
iiighiy sktlied personnel and sstentais.


