
despite the promise of prosperity, the spread of free markets (facilitated by NAFIA) has often
led to enhanced social and economic inequality, stagnant wages and unemployment. Jenry Barr
added that the unemployment situation ini the region is exacerbated by the fact that around 85%
of ail new jobs are created in the informai sector. This trend suggests that the modem economy
has stopped producing jobs. The real wage level is about 27% less than it was two decades ago.

Latin Anierica is among tic most dangerous places ini the world for labour movements
and labour activists. Child labour remains pervasive and the work-load faced by women is on the
rise. lI some cases, the spread of the markets bas meant the destruction of family farming.
According to Katz, despite the relatively successfuLmar oeconomiz stabilisation, the market-
driven policies failed socially.

According to recent public opinion poîls an overwhelming nuniber of Canadians
(including business managers and owners) tliink that trade agreements should include labour
rights and envirornental protection clauses. Ihis chasm between what people think and how
trade negotiations are being conducted may undermine Uic credibility of Uic process.

Max Cameron, University of British Columbia, argued that without a social policy, thc
link bet-ween free markets and democracy becomes contentious. Therefore, social rights and
envirornental protection clauses should be included in trade agreements. Nancy Thede's idea of
a huinan rights framework applies here as well. It could be uscd to bear on trade agreements as
legally and morally binding.


