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First Clnss Mail Ratss Increase:. Ottqwa, Jﬂn. 14 (LP) - Dnokesmen for all

-~ opposition. perties in, the House of Commons today onposed the Government'

- - plan. for a cent-an-ounce boost in. flrs+-c1ﬂss mail rates.

o ~ The incrense,. scheduled to. start Aprﬂl 1, was described ov Lrsg Ellen
. Fairclough. (FC - Hanmilton West) os’ "a proper Arril fool".

- She was. joined by Mr. Herold Winch (CCF - Vancouver- Eﬁst), Mr. Robert

Tl Falr»(SC - Battle leer—cnmrose) and. other ornoswtwon speakers in urging
..-the Post Office. to look for savings through more eff1c1ent ooeratlng

H “methods. . - .

Poshnester-Gﬁperal Loté sq1d the “ronosed increases rc the only
equitable wav to neet 1ncreqsed costs. from. sslary boosts, = shorter work
7Week effective Apr11 1. und 1mrrovements to. rural mail, dellverles.'
T - He. estimated the incresses would dring in 14,000#000 ,Wlth jhg addi-
“gtlonal costs amounting to $13,500,000.
Menmbers spoke on a motion preoqratorv to 1ntroduct10n of a b111 to
make the following increases in first-class rates:
: sr. - 1ls . On.mailings beyond postal aress, five cents instead of four for ..
;-the flrst ounce and three cents 1nstepd of two for each addltlonalwounce.~
2. On msnllngs within nostal areas, four cents instead of three for
~.r-the first ounce and two. cents instead of one for .each addltlonal ounce.
The Government's motion was' opvosed as soon o5 it was called.. By a
- vote.of 136 %o .77 /™e Liberals dcfeotnd on attemnt to block con51deration
.rof. the motion. - ; o e
Mr. Coté said: The ﬂennrtment faced aAdltlo a1 costs;ofv$5,QQ0,000 ’
for implementing the five-dny 40-hour weel in certain locelities, $7,000,000
for SFIarv'lﬂcreqsos ang, El 500 Q/ for 1mprovewen*s in rural mall,serv1ce....
Quebec Prov1ncnal Inc0ﬂe Tax Prem~er an19881s +odqy qnnounced esfablishment~
of a provincinl income tax effective Jen. 1, 1¢ 54,v_Thunderous desk-
-thumping on the part. of his National Unlnn Pnrtv suppor ters greeted the
Premier's announcement.*'. : »
- The tax, first income- 1evv xmpoued in Quehec since +he Federa 1-
Provmcr/%l agreement signed .in 1242 by -the Liberal “overnment of former
- Premier. Godbout, is expected to vield hetween $22,000, OOO qnd $25 000,-
000 annually. .
_ ‘Mr. Duplessis 911d~+he tax, rendercd'nebéSSva hy. increqsinvvhubllc
heql*h"nd education. costs, w111 affect some 300,000 Jduebec residents.
This is half the number nffected in Quebec lJrovmc:e by the federal
- income tax, the Premier said. . o
The new provincial tax will in. effect mean that the Quebec 70 S
- .- paver. will pay to. the provlnciql trensury 15 per cent .of what he now
pays in federal income tax. If no agreement can be reached'W1th Ottawa
. then Quebecers will be called on to pay around 15 per cent more inc income
taxes. - 3 : :
The- Prenler 1nd1cqteﬂ t%e nrOV1nce ] income w1ll be soqewhat 1ess
-then: 15 per. cent'ﬂnaamount Quebecers now pav to, the federal Government
in income taxes. . .
The bill, text of Whlch hns st111 to be prcsented to the House,was
- rlven first. readlng today. - .

: - Mr. Georges Lapalme, Liheral Or“051t10n 1eader mo de no - covment. He:
urged prompt printing of the hill so it covld bé studied. prior to debate
in the House.

Few details of the 228-clause, 1650-page*bill were onnounced by-hr.

Duplessis.
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