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Friday, January 15, 1£54. 

First Class Mail Ratl.s Incrtase:  Ottal.,!a, J^n.. 14 (CP) -- pokesmen for all 
opposition parties in the House .' of (.'o=ons today orposed the Government's 
plan ,for 	cent-an-ounce boost in first-class mail rates. 

The increase,. scheduled • to s trtrt Aprli 1, -tvc s . cles cribed by Mrs'. Ellen 
Fairclough (PC - Hamilton West) as' "a proper .  Arri1 fool". 	 . 

She was joined by Mr. Hnrold ■riinch (CCF - Vancuver-,East),.Mr. Robert 
f • 	 Fair. (Sc - Battle River-CamrOse) and other opposition speakers in urÈin.g 

the Post  Office  -to look for savings through more efficient ,dpérating 
methods.' 

Postme.ster-General Coté said the p-roposed increases are the "only 
equitable w.e.-iy" to meet increased costs from. salary boosts, a shorter work 

-- week effective,April I. and improvements to.rural mul deliveries.' 
- - He estimated the increases would b ring in $14,000,000,. with the addi-
tional _costs amounting- to $13,500,00.0. 

limbers spoke on a motion preparatory to introduction.* of a bill to 
make the following increases in first-class rates: 

On-mailings beyond rosta..1,. areas, five cents instead of four for 
the first ounce and three cents instead of  1;.7o for each additiona-l-ounce.- 

2. On mailings within pos"tr3.1 areas, four cents instead of three for 
the first ounce and two cents instead of one for .each additional ounce. , 

The .7overnment's motion VT9..S' OTY00Sed  s  S0011. 9S it was called.. Br a 
vote of 136 to 77 (' lie Liberals defea ted  on  a ttempt to block cons idera.tion 

_ 
Mr. Coté said: The department faced additional costs of 35,090 ,000  

for implementing  the five-dny 40-hour weel- in certain localities, 37,000,000 
for salary increases and. $1,500,C(- -  for improvements in rural mail service.... 

Quebe,c -  Provincial Income  Tax: Premier Duplessis -F,oday announced establishment 
of a provincial income t'ax effective Jan. 1, 1954. Thunderous desk- 

._ thumping on the Dart  of his National Union ,Party suprorters greeted the 
Prem ier s ann'ouncemen.t. 

The tax, first income-levy imposed in Quebec since -the Federal-
Provincial agreement signed in 1942 by ›the Liberal Government of former 

-Premier Godbout, is e-xnected to vield between $22  ,000 , 000  and $25 000 - 
000- annually. 	 , 

- Mr. Duplessis said, the- tax, rendered necessar7  w increasing_publie 
health nd educntion costs, will affect some 300,000 Quebec residents. 

This is hn.lf the number nffected in Quell ec Province by . the federal 
- income  •tax,, the Premier .  said. 	 . 

The nevr provinciale ta.x vrill in effect mean :that the Quebec  tax- 
- payer will pay to the provincial treasury-  15 per cent .of what he nôw 

pays_ in federa l.  in.come tax. If no agreement can be ree.ched with Ottawa 
then Quebecers will be called on. to pay around 15 per cent more in, income 

The Premier indicated .the province's income will 'be somewhat less 
than 15 per, cent the amount 'Q,uebecers now prx-T to the federal Governme-nt 
in income taxes. - 

The bill, text of which hn.s still to be presented to the House,was 
give,n first reading today. 	. 

Mr. Georges Lnpalme, Liberal orrosition leader made no cornent. He 
urged prompt printinn,-  of the «hill so it corld be studied prior to debate 
in the House. 

Few details of tl, e. 228-c1nuse._, 150-page'zbill were announced by Mr. 
Duplessis. 

(over) 


