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Fighting apartheid

Those who support increused trade sunctions as u mcans of
forcing un cnd to South Alrica’s system of apartheid will be
disuppointed at the linul communique issucd by the Camnmonwealth
commitiee of foreign ministers,

The ministers, while agrecing to lobby bunks o put linancial
pressure on South Africa in the area of debt refinancing, had nothing
new to say about lrude sanciions. Instemd. they will leave the
controversial issuc to the mecting of Communwealth hcuds of
guvernment at a4 miecting in October. _

In onc sense the ministers are siiaply reucting prugmatically to the
current situation.

Given the lritish government’s refusal to support _ccononne
sanctions aguinst South Alrica. and given the inubility of countries
bordering Souﬂ/\fricu to impose their own trade penaltivs. the
comimnitiee’s hands are tied.

However, the October nweeting follows the whites-only election in
0 ' South Alrica this lall, The policies of the country’s new president.
‘ and meuningful Yignals, if any. of attempis 1o disnuanitle apartheid.
will certainly influence the gavernment leaders when they - tmeet.

On the positive side, the forcign ministers denvunced South
Alrica’s attempts to destubilize neighboring front line states. and
called upon Commonwealth countrics Lo express their  stroong
appusition o planned sporting tours of South Alrics hy British and
Australian uthletes. They recommended giving Namibia assistnnee
after it uchieves independence Irom South Alrict later this fall. And
they will serwd Cornmonwealth officials to countries which have trude
sanctions agiinst South Alrica. but aren’t adhering to them.

The fourth and linut mecting of the ministers did not produce
greut progress. Still, i the heads of stawe can pick up where the
lorcipn manisters lelt ofT, there will be ample opportunity for Turther
mcasures in the buttle to end upartheid.
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