
National Holidays
New Year's Day - January 1
Aduits Day - January 15
National Foundation Day - February il
Vernal Equinox - March 20 or 21 <lunar calendar)
Emperors Blrthday - April 29
Constitution Memorl Day - May 3
Chlldren'>s Day - Maey 5
Respect for the Ag.d Day - September 15
Autumnal Equinox - September 23 or 24 lunar
caiendar)
Sports Day - October 10
Cultural Day - Navember 3
Labour Thanksglvlng Day - Novem ber 23

Govemnment and business off ices are usually ciosed
January 2 and 3. In practîce, littUe work la done durlrtg
the last few days of December and the f irst week of
January. Business people are advised to avold vislting
duning this period. Visits shoutd also be avolded durlng
Golden Week, the week of the April 29, May 3 and
May 5 national holldays, as many Japanese business
people take extended vacations at this time.

Business Hours
Business hours are usuaily 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.ni., wlth
lunch between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. Business breakfasts
and luncheons are not generally part of Japanese
tradition.

Banks: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.rn. Monday to Friday
9:00 arn. ta 12:00 noon Saturday (every other
Satuirday)

Commercial Offices: Generally 9:00 arn. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday to Friclay, aithough it la
unusual for companies ta accept
appoîntments before 10:00 ar.
Whlle rnany offices open Saturclay
momninga, the officeos of major
companles are cIosed.

Department Stores: 10:00 a.mn. to 6:00 p.m. (there is no
fixed day for tihe weekly holiday;
department stores usually close on
Wednesday or Thursday)


