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Moscow
April lh, 1958,

Dear Prime Minister:

: One of the most urgent .questions of the international

~ relations of our day and one which causes an especially profound
concern to millions of people in all countries throughout the
World is the need for the immediate cessation of tests of atomic
And hydrogen weapons of various kinds. It is not difficult to
‘Understand the deep anxiety which the continuation of experi-

“omental explosions of nuclear weapons arouses among all the
Strata of population, from political figures, experts and
Scientists to simple folk, ordinary workers of cities and
Villages, and mothers of families. It is these tests which
‘Accelerate the arms race, which facilitate the development of new

destructive and lethal kinds of nuclear weapons, and which thus
1ncrease all the more the threat of an atomic war which hangs
OVer mankind. . ,

SWJe : Moreover, even now, in time of peace, systematic
SXperimental explosions of atomic and hydrogen weapons cause
harm to the health of peaceful, unsuspecting, innocent people

*Of different countries. In.the petition signed by 9,235
solentists of Ul countries and submitted in January 1958 to the
eCretary-~General of the United Nations, it states that each
qustﬂexplosion,of a nuclear bomb increases the radioactive

~ {2ll-out, thus causing harm to the health of people all over
i t € world and. jeopardizing the normal development of future
| gg@erationsj : : 4 ‘ : & ‘
;%E*“” - Taking all this into. account the Soviet Government has
| olle to the conclusion that it is not possible to delay the
'Wﬁgiution of the problem of ending nuclear weapon tests any
,aﬂneer since irreparable damage to the health of the people
%8000t be permitted. ¥ v 2dneno
AERRS e o4 . efwvtoave sid
Unj As of today only three powers=-the U.S.S.R., the
it ted States and Great Britain--possess nuclear weapons and
fop ' OUld therefore be comparatively easy to reach an agreement
oty ding nuclear weapon tests. Unless tests are ended now
in <o .countries can come in time to possess nuclear weapons and
renA¢h circumstances it will, of course, be more difficult to
"S8CN an agreement on the cessation of tests, - |
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Tepa} For the past three years the Soviet Government have
. Gprecatedly approached the Governments of the United States and
”“%§~§t~3r tain with the proposal to end atomic and hydrogen
i as gh tests, Since the Government of the United States as well
;ék’ggwe Government of Great Britain did not wish to agree to the
F;‘htxgtion of nuclear tests without a time-limit, the Soviet side
égst°TWardAa‘perosal, as a beginning, to stop these test at
. for a limited period, for instance two to three years.
eStagPOposals of the U.S.5.R. on this question provide for the
of tei%:hment of necessary international control over the cessation




