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Kant's "Critique of Practical Reason," notwithsta»jj
the Ioftness of its ethical standards and the stimulus whAc
study of the work always affords, shows the critical thic
in his least illuminated aspect. It discloses the histoigm
conditioned Kant. Brouglit up in a pietistie envirom
Kant was neyer able wliolly to free bimself from the tl
logecai influences to whici lie liad been subjected i his yot
and a very unenlighteued tlieology it was, which lias uuwla
empliaszed one aspect of the dualism latent in the Christ
system. Thus it is liistorically intelligible, and only so, t
lie could declare the practical interests of humanity to req
bellef în certain transcendent ideas whicli lie had previo>j
shown to be empty scliemata of a merely possible knowle
and that he could write the following desperate sente,
"If the world is without a beginning and therefore witloui
end, if tliere is no Urwesen distinct from tlie world; if the
is not free, and if the soul is perisliable [lie had prev<>l
proved tliat there was no ground for the traditional bE
iii the eistence of a soul substancel, then moral ideals a
principles lose ail their validity and fait along with
transcendental ideas whicli were their theoretical butressq
It is quite absurd to maintain that tliere is a necessay c
nexion between morallty and a Semitie dogma of creati
it is false that morality or religion depends on the dogma t
mental plienomena, are exempt from natural law: it is false t
there is any radical opposition between experimental scie
and morality, happily too for the latter, since the fome
winning freeli adherents every day and is what ev
one is coming more and more, and with every rao
believe in. Hence there eau be nothiug more pernjcoo,,
human life and more fatal to, ethies, than to bring mora
into conifiet witli the best grounded convictons of l
Nevertlieless, in apparent sympathy witli Kant's unfortun
inheritance, some philosopliers still attempt to iprg
sciences; I say " apparent," because the motive does flQt is
fromn a spiritof genuine criticism, like Kant's, whioh aie
determining the extent of knowledge, but from a uirit
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