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Reference lias been made in these notes to the

good manners everywhere observable in the English

schools. Courtesy ini dealing with others seemns to

c<)me natural to the boys and girls, whether belong-

ing to the richer or poorer classes, and w#th it there

is obedience and respect foi authority. ý1This ïn

some degree may be due to the fine systein of physi-

cal and military drill which is everywhere practised

in the schools. In a school thât I visited in West

Kent, -the first ten minutes of the outdoor recess

%N ere devoted to drill, the girls taking part in it as

well as the boys, and going through the movements

%Vith equal ease and readiness. With the drill were

comnbined exercise3 to secure f reedom of anms and

body with habits of proper breathing. The boys

were practised in their drill and in target shooting

ai- stated intervals after school hours during the

week. The principal of the school, Mn. Baker, is

the leader in all the sports and exercises of the

scholars, and seenis to enjoy them as mucli as his

pupils. " Mn. Biker, you're ite," shouted a boy

gleefully as the master laid down his bat in a game

Of cricket. -"What does the boy say," I asked.

'Oh," said the inaster, smiling, " we can't rid theit

of the dialect here. He tells me that I have made

eight-* Mr. Baker, you're eight.'

An incident occunred in the schoolroomr a few

minutes after which was characteristic of the teach-

er and the school. .A boy was reading a story where

a western cowboy shot his foe befo.re the latter

could " get in on him." " That shows the advan-

tage," the master explained, " of leanning how to

shoot and of being always ready to act on the

instant." Few teachers would care to niake use of

such an illustration as this. Thd nesuits of military

training, however, and the ability to use a rifle need

flot imply that boys are taught to shoot indiscriniin-

ately at every living thing in sight. Accidents f rom

the use of firearins or froni careless shooting are fa9r

more conm-ion in this country than'in England. The

killing of song birds or other harnnless animais in

the woods would not be tolerated in that country.

There is no doubt that teaching a boy how to shoot,

as was donc in this school, with incideiitally the use

and abuse of firearins, is an accomplishinent which

is of service to humn. And teaching him mulitary drill

does not împly that he is being trained for a soldier,

but rather for an athletic .upright citizen who las

learned valuable lessons of obedience and self-rer-
straint f rom, the exercise.

The pupils sang two songs while 1 was in the

room-Spring lias Corne and The Lark (i parts)

-the teacher piaying the accompaninent on a

small cabinet organ. The voices were weli. tuned,

without those harsh discordant notes 80 4frequeiitlY

heard in scho s. The teacher was rathet proud ofý
his skill i mukic, and had some reput4iofl as a

song writer. He showed me a piece of! music for

which hie had written the words,, entit)cd, 'The Men'

of Kent." The design on the titie page 4sreseiited-

some of the famous naines in English h4toySI
Philip Sidney (the ancient castie of the Sidneys was

scarcely. more than a stone's throw f rom the school-

house), General Wolfe, whose father was a-clergy-

mani i one of the parishes of this zoiuity, the

younger Pitt, Sir, F rancis Walsingham,4 one of. the

secretaries of Queen Elizabeth, Wat Tyler, leader,

of the peasants' revoit in the reign of Richard II,

and other naines scarcely less. iilustrious. -,The

words of the song were spirited as became- a theme

dcaling with such patriots. I thouglit ;how happy

shouid be the chidren whose lot was cast in -this

pretty village of Penskiarst, where that gallant

soldier, Sir Phiiip Sidney, played as a chul4,. and

perhaps dre 1w poetic inspiration f rom the noble and.

beautiful scenery around him. And' the children

were happy, singing with innocent enthuuiasm Of

the great deeds of the " men of Kent" even though

childish fancyý could pot compFehend theïr far-off

greatness. They were heing trained by one #

entered into their sports and exercises, sympathized

wihthern in their longigs and tauglit thern to love

their country and home.-
One evening in my rambles along the road iu tis

part of Kent I ,fell in with a middle-aged farnier

who waà interested in what I had to tell hilm of

Canada.' As I turned to bid hlm good evening,-he

said: " Weil, I doén't thik there be such a placcin

the wide woarld as Kenit;- I've lived 'cre vorty year,

and in weil pleased, Gàd willi',,ýo live 'ere A my

days."
The school at IFenshurst was a cierical, not a

board school, so the headmastet toid me. Religionls

instruction was given during the flrst- hour of t.hc

morning, as'in other country or'village scbools 1

had visited. About fifty or sixty scholars were in

the room, with a monitress to assist ini overlooking

the work. The pupils were engaged in'arithmet.ic

when 1 entered, shortly after ten o'clock. ,Thie


