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A -Joint, Meeting on Unemployment
The wvar is 10w 0on its thirteenth month, and

thougli we Britishers and our Allies have actua1Iy
grown stronger in figlitng strengtli (begotten of
a determination to sec the thing through) Canada
has had to contend witli a niglitmare of actual and
prospective unemploymient. It has been, and is,
our duty, in consequence, to make serious attempts to
bring about some( practical solution of this grave
problemn. So far, as already stated in these columns,
the burden lias rested on thie municipalities, and
they, with the help, of private philantliropy, have,
mnanaged te relieve the situation during last winter,
and even up te this date. But they cannot go on1
any longer flghting alone. The Federal government
lias as yet donc nothing direct, aithougli recruiting
and alien camps have aided a littie. The provincial
governmnents have don(, nothing, thougli the respon-
sibility is partially theirs. The Minister of Labor
in the early part of the -war did attemnpt te bring
about a meeting of provincial, civie, trade and labor
rep resen tat ives, but did not succeed. This was not
the mninister 's fault, buat rather a lack of sense of
responsibility on the part of those to whom lic sent
the invitation. Tliey dîd not then realize the seri-
ousness of the situation. They should do so 110W,
liowever, for the outlook for the eomîng wintcr is
very grave indeed, even slioild the war end before,
mo that the position must be squarely faced at once.
Btat by m'liom? Our suggestion is this; that tlic only
way to bring about any solution is te first get to-
gether, at a round table conference, ail those re-
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We believe that the findings of sucli a conference
would have a great effect because of the distribution
of responsibility; but the representatives must be
got together first. This will miean liard work on the
part of the executive-to, get the co-ordination of so
many oposing elements, but there is no0 reason, for
tlie failure of the venture. Each element is sensible
of tlie necessity for imniediate action, if oniy for
Canada 's credit, whicli lias certainly net been
strenglitened by tlie drain to, our civic and national
treasuries. Men walking t1he streets do not build up
credit for any country, and in the case of Canada it
is net ail the war whicli is the. cause. There is
sometiling wrong somewhere, and it is only by
bringing together those who eau. do something that
the wrong eaun be riglited.

The Union of Canadian Municipalities in its at-
tempt to bring about a meeting is at least doing
something and it isup to the federal and provincial
autmorities to lielp. We have every confidence
in securing the support of the ministers of labor
and agriculture for tliey have given their word, and
one or t-wo of the provinces have alïready sliown their
interest, but every provincial government must do
its dutyýv by taking up its share of the work. We eau
voncli for the municipalities.
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