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thing is made that is made."* To
what extent and in what directions
the world is'plastic we can only find
out by trying; but at any rate we are
sure that it is not imdifferent to us,
and thus Humanism “sweeps away
entirely the stock excuse for fatalism
and despair.”f

Prof. James pointed out that the
will to believe comes into operation
only when there is a “living™ option.
Why this is so Mr. Schiller attempts
to explain.  An option is ‘living’ for
us when the hypothesis suggested
does not conflict with “the apperceiv-
ing mass of heliefs of which we find
ourselves alrcady possessed.” DBut
these beliefs are themselves in large
measure “‘the common-sense  tradi-
tions of the race.” They appear to
us who float far down the stream of
time in the guise of universal and
necessary, “axioms,” the opposite of
which it is impossible to conceive. In
truth, every one of them, Mr. Schiller
contends, wags originally a “postulate,”
constructed by our minds in order to
enable us to satisfy our theoretical
and practical necds. Thus the logical
law of [dentity was a device for har-
monizing the chaos of sensible experi-
ences with which the race hegan. In
a similar way was evolved the concep-
tion of “one Time and Space as smgle

continuous receptacles; the distine-

tion between thoughts and things,
matter and mind; the conception of
classes with sub-classes within them
the separation of fortuitons from
regularly caused connexions.”§ Our
ancestors slowly worked out these
things of thought “in their attempts
to get the chaos of their crude indi-
vidual experiences into.a more share-
able and manageable shape.”  Their
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practical value in enabling us to find
our way in life and thought has been
so firmly established by long experi-
ence that it is only by a violent c¢ffort
we can even admit that they did not
belong to the original structure of the
mind, but are as much inductions as
the “more recent ones of the atom, of
inentia, of reflex action, or of fitness
to survive.”** Nevertheless “postu-
lates” they were, and postulates they
remain, differing from postulates that
have never cstablished their right to
exist only in the fact that they have
stood the test of experience, by en-
abling us “the better to foresce the
future, communicate with one an-
other, steer our lives by rule, and
have a cleaner, clearer, more inclusive
mental view.” These axiomatic prin-
ciples are not likely to be upset by fu-
ture experiences, but at the same tine
we must not claim for them the rank
of ulthmate or abhsolute truths; they
are not determinations of already ex-
isting things, hut merely the ideal in-
struments by which we  systematize
our knowledge and our life. With
this we must he content.  Perfont
harmony of the true, the heautiful
and the good is an ideal, which lies
far before us, and which must not 1.
confused with the empty abstractions
of absolutist philosophies.

It has taken us so loug to get “ori-
ented” in this new philosophy—and
even now our illumination is hy no
means perfect—that anything like a
complete estimate of it is impossible.
I must therefore confine myself to the
suggestion of one or two difficultics
which lie in the way of its acceptance.

The most paradoxical doctrine ad-
vanced by Humanism is that the
world itself undergoes a process of



