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Now, the effeet upon us of -this rela-

tion towards Christ, the result and ont-
camne of our religion as caucerrus aur-

selves, is aur perfection. "Be ye holy

for 1 arn holy," is from the first God's
message to us. "Be ye perfect as your
Father ini Heaven is perfect," is the

summ-ons of Christ ta His followers.
The apostolic vision of the issue of aur

religions life is that "we ail camýe in

the unity of the faith and of the knaw-

ledge of the Soni of God unto a perfect

man, uinto the maeasure of the stature
of the fulncss of Christ" ; (Eph. IV:

13), and again, 'We know thait wheil

ile shaîl appear, we shaîl he like Hini,
for we shall sec Him as He is." (1
John 111I: 2.) That is a vision more

splendi(l, more (lefinite, and more firm-

ly assured than any'hope or inspiration
that ever came aiong the line of culture
even ta the soul af Plato.

Religion, then, makes for aur per-

fection ; and that is the aim, also, of

culture. Let us note, however, that

thýere is a great difference ini the me-

thods employcd, and, therefare, in the
resuits achieved hy thern.

Culture sceks ta makýe the mosit of

self, sirnply for the sake of self and by
reliance on the powers of self. It is

a matter of effort on my own part how
far 1 amn ta attain perfection through
culture. According ta this vieýw 1 can
train my powers of body and mind; I

cati build up my being by the (lis-

charge of self-appoinitcd tasks, devel-
aping every faculty by its appropriate
exercise. 1 cati sce ta know ýthe best

thiat lias been said on -the thirgs thaýt
most concern me, and can put ýmyscîf
iii connection with the most helpful

influences that couic ta me f rom my

feliow-mcn. 1 can tuse even adverse

circumnstances for my own iml)rove-

ment, as Ben Hur employed ihis hard

labour in the Roman galley ta develop
the physical strength that served h.im
later in a time of need. 1 cati naurish
kind and generous feelings, candour,
fairness, charity, with a growing re-
finement of taste and a growing taler-
ance and sympathy towards my fellow-
nmen. 1 can set my aff ections upon
worthy ohjccts, causing any wrong
desire or tendency ta wither and die
for want of nourishment,an-d strcngth-
ening my love of what is true and
heantifuil and good. All that is best
in literature and science and art may
minister ta my edification, my uipbuild-
îng, so that with ever-groxving signifi-
catîce I can say, "My mind ta me a
kingdom is." This is the method of

culture; and iii all this I arn trying ta
makýe the mýost of myseif, fret ta drink
of cvery stream, and -to cat of every
fruit thaît gives promise of building
me uip uinto perfection.

Religion, also, seeks ta make the
most of self, yet not by the effortsý of

self, but by the surrender of self ta
God. The perfection of aur powers

is not ta be achievcd by aur oýwn la-
bouirs, hecause there is that in us which
tends ta warp us from. the truth, ta

cioud our fairest vision of purity, to
disable us from rcaiizing aur own dle-

sires and aspirations after goodness,
50 that he whose amni is highest ami
whosýe vision of the ideal life is clear-
est, feels most constrained ta say, "The
good that I would I do not; the evii
that I would not that I (la."

The advoca'tes of culture assume
that we are able, though it be with
strain and conflict, ta fulfil the purpose

ani ta, attain the goal of aur perfec-
tion. But in religion the spirit, without

waiting ta prove its iniability by failtire,
surrenders itsclf ta God. The spirit

is im iersanal relations with God ; that


