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WIIY WE FLY T11E FLAG- TH1E VICTFOR [A CROSS
Instituted 29th January, 1856

We ÏlY thec FIag on the Caniadiail
Clubh Staff tomiorrow (29th January',
because we des'ire to keep iii rernem-
brance the institution of the Victoria
Cross, whiclh took place on January
29th, 1856.

It had long been feci that a distince-
tive token was wantcd to meet the lui-
dlivi(lual acts of hcroismn in the Nav y
and Army, anu*j this impression was
strcngthimcd by the nurnerous dccds of
valour by which thc struggle for Se-
Iastopol, in ice Crimucan War, had been
rendered illustrions. The matter was
brouglit to an issue by thc Couusci of
Prince Albert, the belovcd crisort of
Qucen Victoria, and the cstablishîment
of the Victoria Cross wvas the outeonie
of it. The Royal Warrant whieh au-
thorized it was carcfully worded so as
to give the vcry highest value to the
(Iccoratioii. I. saici: ''The Cross shahl
only be awarded to tiiose officers or
j . en who have servcd us in the presence
of the cnemy, and shall have performied
some signal act of valour or devotion
to their country."'

The Cross, whîch has, sometirnes been
wi-ongly described as a ''Maltese
C'ross," is really what is known in
Ileraldry as a ''Cross pattee.'' It is
of bronze, inade froni cannons captur-
e(] al Sebastopol. It is one and two-
fifth inehes square, and weighs 43'4
grains. In thc centre of the Cross is
the Royal crcst, nnderneat wýhieh is
an escroîl bcaring the legend, ''For
Valour.' " t is attached by a V to a
l)ar, on whiei i§ engravcd a spray of
laurel. The reversc of the Cross, whieli
is quite plain, lias an indcnted circle in
the centre, on which is inscribed the
date of the act of bravcry. The nanie
of the recipient is put on the back of
thc bar. When wvon by a sailor it lias
a bine, ribbon, wliereas a soldier lias a
red ribbon.

At first the V.C. was not given to
conmmssioned( officers, only to non-coin-
missioned officers and men. By another
Warrant, bcarin.g date December I 3th,

1858, it was dcclarcd that nion-militarY
personis, who as voliteers, had bori)c
, rrns against the mautinccers ini Inidia,
should be considcrcd chigible to receive-
the V.C. By another Warrant, dated
April 23rd, 1881, it wvas made possible
for officers of any grade to win this
mnch-eoveted decoration. On August
8, 1902, King Edward mnade it possible
for the Cross to be given even after
thc dcath of the hero whbo had won it.

The V.C. carrnes along with it an
-iinnnity of £10 a, ycar to warrant of-
fcens, scaiien and marines, non-cimmis-
sioncd officens and privates; and for
ecd additial bar £5 a year is added
to the annnity.

Stranige to say, thc only occasion
upon whieh tiere has been a deviation
frnm tic principles laid down in the or--
iginal Warrant was whcn, in 1866, it
M'as given in Canada to Timothy OHa
who sueceedcd in extinguishing a fie
ini an ammunition van. dnning the Fcni-
ian Raid.

The finst aet of bravcry for whichi it
ývas given wvas performed by Mr. Lucas,
a mate on II.M.S. "ileela, " during war-
like operations in tic B3lack Sea, în 1854.
The British Flect was bombarding the
fortress of Bomarswnd, and a live sheil
was thrown upon the deck of tlie
''Ilecla'' by the eneny. Without a
moment's ' esitation, Mr. Lucas coolly
picked np thc sheli, and threw it over-
board. Hc was nmediately promnoted
lieutenant, and later was awarded thie
silver medal of the Royal Humane So-
ciety.

he finst distribution of thc V.C. took
place in ilyde Park, London, on Junc
26th, 1857. Sixty-two brave men parad-
cd at a nearly hour. Twelve were froni
thc Royal Navy, two fromn the marines,
fiv e f rom the eavalny, five fromn the artil-
lery, four froiu Uic engineers and the
remnainder frorn thec Une. The popular
favorite was Lieut. John Knox, who,
after greatly distinguishing himself,
lost his arin ini the attaek on the Redan.

MHore than 100,000 spectators were


