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Canadian Art, as represented in our Exhibitions, suifers like othý
Canadian productions of the highest class front narrowness of area. .
Province is attempting to do and to support that which can only be dor
or supported by a nation. Canada is a political expression. For the pu
poses of art, as for those of literature, commerce and society, the country
really Ontario with the British part of Montreal. The Maritime Provinci
are completely cut off from us by Quebec. That there should ho man
artists within such a space is impossible, it is only wondorful that thex
are so many as thore are. The sanie thing may be said with regard t
literary mon and onterprises, as soute of us know to our cost. It is not
reason against doing what wo can, but it is a roason for moderating ou
expectations and not criticizing what is really littie more than a Provincio
Exhibition as though it contained the Art of a nation. Would any singi
State of the Union, saving perhaps Massachusetts, which is now an ol
country, or New York, which is immensely wealthy or populous, produc
a bettor show than wo have seen at Toronto?' Probahly not.

____________________IGNORAMUS.

"GONE TO TEXA4S."*

THis unpretending book consists of lottors written homo front the wilds o
Texas by threo oducated Young Englishmen of roduced fortunes, nephew
of tho distinguishod Editor, who supplies an explanatory preface. In thi,
preface the roasons are briofly relatod which led these Young mon, one afte
the other, to make up their minds rather to struggle for an indopenden
competence by roughing it as ranchmen in the Far West than te rost con
tent with the easier but bass certain prospects of prosperity open to thon
in England, while the letters thomselves describe with delightful detail anc
refreshing simplicity tho hardships endured and progress achieved withir
a period of five yoars, at the samoe time giving much information of valu(
to intending immigrants concerning the conditions of Texan life. Th(
plain unvarnished truth about that life, one may conclude, is to be found
in these ingonuous pages, as it but too rarely is in the glowing accounts-
of interested colonizations agencios, and any Young Canadian soriously
revolving the now proverbial advico to "go west". would do well to study
these lettors before doing se. Ho will thon know what are the real diffi-
culties to expect, and how much courage is required to grapple with them :
and so ho in a botter position to judge if hoe has grit onough to bear the
strain. To the general roader the book will probably be chiefly interesting
for the wholesome glimpses of character which it unconsciously affords.
One cannot fail to hoe very strongly impressed, for instance, by tho
heartiness of theso Young mon. They write about their harsh experioncos
in such a way as to make tho harshness almost disappear. It is the hearty,
sanguine spirit rising largo and high, and dwarfing its adverse surrounding.
Shirking no toil, not even the coarsest, shrinking from no inconvenionce
or deprivation, they yot manage to ho always bright and full of a boyish
but most enviable contempt for circumstances. No wonder they succoeded
at last, as, comparatively spoaking, thoy did;, for suroly theirs is the spirit
-which ever leads to success, smoothing the way thereto moanwhilo. Ail a
matter of the temperament i Porhaps not sO much s0 as we are apt to
suppose. Douhtless it is a thing to ho cultivated, dyspepsia notwith-
standing. The experiment is worth trying, anyhow. Thon there is the
filial and domestie loyalty of these self-oxiled youths. Most of these betters
wore written to their fathor, many to other members of the family, and
nome even to a grandmother 1 A very healthy sign, this, Iiow many lads
who tako themselves away front homo to Ilseek their fortune " do the like 1
Jiow xnany are caref ul to keep up a constant corrospondence with the warni
ingle thoy have ef t, much boss to lay before a paront's oye the frequent,faithful record of their daily doings î Do we need ini these solfish days to
pray more oarnestIy against any calamity than that of the weakening of
the natural tios ? Another thing which comtes out very agreoably in these
letters is the fact that the gentleman stili contrived to survive in the cow-
boy. Gentlemen by birth and education, and with many of the tastes and
accomplishments of cultivatod life, these Young Englishmen could adapt
themnselves to their surroundings and yet suifer from them, apparentîy, nosocial or moral hurt. Thoy were not snobs, still lesa could they 4become
boors. As soon as they could they got their books around them, and in
odds and ends of time one was faithful to his fiddle, another to hispencil, bruishes, and palette, and a third to his science and photography.
Such mon are the saving sait of new communities. What strikes one
rnost, porhaps, is the manly unconventionaîism of this interesting trio.They had none of the current falso and effeminato notions of respectahility.
They saw that the openings in England for Young mon of their class wore
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,r quite insufficiont, that the learnied professions were overstocked and the
A ordinary avenues to advancement gorged : IlEvery gate was thronged with
te suitors, aIl the markets overflowed." They saw, and made their choico ;
r- deoming it, in their simple manliness, more respectable to wrost a suffi-
is ciencv fromt mother earth in the untriod fields of the New World than to risk
's genteel penury in the practically worn-out ones of the Old. Their example
y may well point a losson for Canadian youth. Canada, in its cities at least,
-e is old enough to have become not a little conventional, as it would seenif.
Io 0ur Young men must at ail costs ho "lrespectable "-that, if nothing olse-
a which monus, for the most part, that their dainty hands must ho kcpt
.r unsoiled ; and so, while vast virgin tracts of Canada are waiting to be
LI tilled and to yield an ample return to the honest hands that will tubl
e theni, semi-starving doctors and lawyers arc too many in our rnidst, and
d dandified but imipecunious bank-clerks a multitude which no man can
o number. R. A. B.

SCIENTIFI C JOTTINGS.

TEE scientific event of the month in Canada has been of course the
fourth annual meeting of the Royal Society, which was held at Ottawa
frora the 26th to the 29th of May last, with an average attendance Of

f Fellows. His Excelloncy the Governor-General presided at the foriial
s opening on the first afternoon, when the President, Dr. T. Sterry lent,

8iii an eloquent address, arnongst othor things dwolt at length on th,"
radvantages to ho deri'ved both hy science and commerce f rom the Hludson0Bay Expedition ; on the action of the Society's Committee on Tidal obserýtvations appointed at the British Association meeting; in drawing th'

attention of the Govertîriint to this important practical question, With
rgood prospects of obtaining substantial aid ; and on the necessity for '

scientiflo study of our economic fishies, on the hasis of the fish commission58of other countries ; besides alluding to the scientifie advantaies to begained by the establishment of the hotanie gardon and arboretuin
Montreal for the encouiracenient of "lsylviculture." Dr. Daniel Wilson,
the Vice-President, in the course of his address, claimed that as the Society
included in its scope the study of archoeology, ethnology and philologY,
the materials whence scientiflc results wvere to be deduced in these branchaS
in Canada must ho collected now or nover, for the remnants of Ou'
ahorigines, with their traditions and native arts, were fast passing aw'y
or being absorhed, while the language of that obd France, long anterior tO*the Regency, which survives in Quehec iii a modified form, is repleto 'vt'*interest to the philologist. is Excelltncy, in replying to a vote O.thanks, whilo disclaiming any scientîflc knowledge, considered that in' thelast volume of their Proceedings two subjects of the utmost importance to
Canada received deserved prominence-tho ethnology of our native race0y
and historical criticism of our own country. He particularly referred tOthe necossity for a renewal of our forests as a sub ject deserving of the
most oarnest investigation. Three new Fellows wero elocted in the
departmo'nt of biological science, ail comparatively young nien :Mr*. Jantes
Fletcher, of Ottawa, Professor Penhallow, of McGill, and Dr. Burgess, ofLondon. The first-named, as honorary entomologist to the Dolinion
Departmont of Agriculture, has lately published a short proliînary
report, rather suggesting the directions in which such an appoiUtmeI
may ho usoful in future yoars than attempting to give a full or systemn't'
account of work done. It is satisfactory, however, to learn froru 1tthinsect pesta were boss nurnerous than usual last year, and that theon i~d9e,
which played havoc with the clover crop, may ho conquered hy the SimPbO
expedient of pasturing the fields until the middle of June, 8o as to deIaY
the critical stage of seoding to the inter val between the first and second
broods of midges.

LiEUrENANT GORDON sailed frora Halifax on the 27th MaY With theAlert to rolieve the six Hudson's Bay ohserving stations located last yesr'and to ro-ostahlish five of thora for another season. The Alert is partOl'larly weIl-fitted. for the work before hier, and an early start has been ruxade
for the purpose of practically ascertaining the carîjest date at Wlicî'th

Bycan ho ontered. Lieutenant Gordon recommended this coust vn-gesting that the stations should first ho rolieved, or, if the ice pro
this, that tIre ship should push on and investigate once for ail the condito
of tho ice in the Strait and Bay in the early 'part of tho seasofl ,ft
stations could ho relieved, an effort should ho made to reach Churchill by
survoy should ho made on the east coast, and souedp-a tho n 
sounding done. This would allow the slip to reach the Strait acralu bthe middle of August, when any sparo time could ho employed ifl survey0>
it more accuratelyý; or, as ant alternative, the flshing, especially the hlnin Rowe's Welcomo, whichi is hocorningy of some importances minghbe

invostigated with a view to proper regutuor of thee tradetue ai f h ta e bas proposes to ascortain, deflnitely, if possible, whother thero is, as basassrtd, wteraybetwoen th ay of Hlope's AdvancO ia ijngaVBay and Mosquito Bay, a channel into the IlMediterranean of Canad%which, if it oxisted, inight ho free froin the lioavy Arci ic tha cofl-down~~~ no udosStrait front Fox Channel. Dr. R. Bell gan apanieff the Expedition in the interests of the Googical Survey andgentleman has also gono to watch the interests of onle of the 0 oJ 0edrailways front Winnipeg to Hudson's Bay. '. .0 now
TuE first installation, of the Edison electric light in QuehOO C"y Y.oin operation at the cartridge factory thore, a plant of seventYfi O whOoedescent lamIpa of sixteen candleopower cd supplying light for the '


