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Atlantic what hias already been done on the other. We cannot grow cott<
en the banks of the St. Lawrence, but the machiner>' of a cotton mi
can be made to run as smootbiy and as efficientiy here as in Lancashire
Massachusetts. Ever>' new invention, ever>' step forward made in man's co
trol over naturai forces, facilitates the transfer of industries fromn one civiiize
country to another. The effect of new discoveries is, luit to specialize this
,the other manufacture in a certain place, but to render it easy of being carrie
,on in man>' places, 7'ithin certain limits. Nothing is likel>' to turn up th
WOuIld have the effect of establisbing the manufacture of biankets in the isiar
,of Cuba, but that this manufacture shouid be estabiished in Canada is one
the most naturai things in the world, and oni>' tbrough hindrances, artificial
created, can it be prevented. Long ago the process of making cast-e-teei was
.secret, k(nown oni>' to some people in Sheffield, and that town supplied nearl
the whole civilized worid witb the article, but observe what happens now. Th
Blessemner steel process is discovered in Engiand, and aimost immediate>' take
uip and carried on in the United States, and on the continent of Europ
Centuries back the making of cotton clotb (called calico) was a speciait>'
India, a clear case of that sub-division of funictions among nations, upon wbic
Mr. Spencer insists. But the mariner's compass, the discover>' of America, tii
establishment of cotton ctîitivation in the Souithern States, the cotton gin, tii
spinning jenny, and the power loni, have changed ail that. The first cifet
was to give Engiand, during severai decades of years, ainîost a mûnlopol>' of th
cotton manufacture ; the second and permanent effect is to diffuse tbis inani
facture among civiizcd nations generaliy. 'l'lic time was whien for the bleachin
,of cotton goods a reai "bleachfieid" was necessar>', and on]>' whiere ther
,existed a large extent of green grass, favourab>' situated, couid the manufactur
be carried on. But the ciiscovery of the bieaching powers of chiorine revolu
tionized the trade, and now the process can be carried on almost anywbcre
In the State of New jersey there are extensive deposits of a certain kind c
sand, adapted for the making of stoneware. That this manufacture shotil
have long ago started in the neighibourhood where the raw materiai was at hant
was natural enough, but let uis see what the Il progress " of which Mr. Spence
discourses bias brouglit about. The building of the Erie Canai, and of severa
raiiways, rendered it possible to convey ibis sand at smaii cost to the iown o
Brantford, in Western Canada, and there it is made into stoneware. Here w
sec what the philosopher calîs a specialization of function, created at first b)
naîturai circuimsîances, but aftcrwards giving way to diffusion, the plain resuit o
inaterial progress. The thing that happens is, not what Mr. Spencer iays down
but exacti>' the contrar>'. IlProgress," instead of confining the manufacture to
one nation causes it to be spread to anoiher; the very reverse of what hie lays
down so confident>'.

But there is one modern instance which so ]nuch eclipses ail others that it
demands our particular attention. Long ago the production of stigar was
through natural circumstances- specialized and made a Ilseparate funiction " of
certain tropical islands and countries wbere the cane flourisbed. But it bap-
pened tliat Napoicon was bent upon making the Continent of Europe inde-
pendent of England as a medium of suppi>', at a time when Engiand liad
command of the seas, and when cbemists were experimenting on tbe saccharine
juice of tbe beet. These scieniific men obtained at firsi two per cent. of stigar
fromn the juice, tben four, then six, and improvements were continued, until now
nine or ten per cent. is obtained on tbe large scale. In order thai the beet-
sugar manufacture sbould be establisbed, Napoleon carried Protection to the
extreme of prohibition. To injure Engiisb commerce, hie closed the Continent
against vessels coming from cane-growing countries, and, witb this extremne
protection in its favour, the new manufacture prospered and became estabiished.
Now it stands without protection, except in the form. of virtual bounties on tbe
export of refined stîgar; but everyone must admit that witbout protection in
the firsi place it neyer could have been established ai ail. The natulral
difficulties tbat had to be encountered, in bringing the beet-su gar manufacture
to its present stage of perfection, were probabl>' unparalieied in the case of an>'
other manufacture wbaîever. Chemicai and mechanical progress overcame

,even these, much more easily cani it overcorne difficulties wbicb are flot of
natural origin, but caused merel>' by circumstances of man's own creation, and
which it lies within bis power to control or remove. The succe ssive improve-
mnents in this manufacture were part of the progress of tbe age, and tbrough
Ilprogress" il happened t 'hat the sugar industry, 'before spccialized as a
41function" of a few tropical countries only, was diffulsed and rendered common
to France, German>', and Russia. Here Mr. Spencer is piain>' confuted by
facts ; hie teaches that a certain thing rnust bappen, and wbat happens is the
ver>' reverse.

In the course of a recent address on beaut>' in arts and manufactures, Mr.
Gladstone spoke as foliows :

IlIf I take, for example, the tissues of this country, thirty years ago ail patterns for our
cotton gonds were obtained from France ; but now we take patternis from France and send
patterns back to France. The people of Mulhausen -I believe it is in Germany, and flot in
France, but it does flot matter for the purpose I have in view-exchange patterns with England
instead of simply sending patterns to England. (Applause>. If you take other important
branches of production, sucli as glass and porcelain -well, English glass lias now beconie

,cxtrernely beautiful and also very convenient. The Englisli glass manufacture (I ar nfot now

)n speaking of plate glass, window glass, &c., but of glass for services, wine glasses and a
iii variety of ail portable articles of that kind) there is no doubt at ail, as far as regards hoth the

orconvenience of the form and the character of the material, hias advanced to a very satisfactory
position. It is in entire contrast with what it xvas forty or fifty years ago. <Hear, hear !)n-It was then a great deal dearer and it was a great deal uglier. A sense of beauty, of valuable

dbeauty, bas found its way into that manuifacture. If we takle porcelain, a similar improve-
or ment bias taken place. Anybody who is familiar witls the tea, coffée and dinner services of
~d forty or fifty years ago, snp)posiing lie had been asleep during those fifty years and that hie
at awoke to-day and went tu the best shops and repositories to observe the character of the

dmanufactures that are offered for sale, lie îvould think, that lie had passed into another world,
ofso entirely different are they and so far superior to what was produced in the time of one

of generation, and especially two generations back."

a A certain specialization of function, once peculiar to France, bias through
a 9 progress " been esiabiishcd in Engiand aiso, and is now common to both

enations. Here we sec IIprogress " interfering witb the specialty of one nation,nd diffuising it into another nation. And must not further Il progress I
muiîipiy immensti>' tbe number of suchi instances in which diffusion îriurnphis

ofover specialization, as the visible result or concomitant of inventions and
Il improvernents?

eWhat does the wbolc vast, and stili rapid>' increasing arra>' of inventions,
eand miodemn improvements gencral>', amount to, if not to ibis, that they
tneutralize or overcome natural obstaces, and render man iess subject to limita-

e tions former>' imposcd i Before, certain natuirai conditions. aiong with others
1- of merci>' artificial growtb, dicîated that this or the other manufacture should
g be carricd on oni>' ai ibis or the other particular place. Now, the printing
c press, tise steam-cngine, and the tcbegraph operate s0 to diffuse inventionîs and
c improvements, that eacb niew one quickiy becomes the common proper>' of

civilized nations. It secms reaiiy marveibous that a mnan of Mr. Spcncer's wide
vision and great power of generalization shouid bave misscd so obvious and

f inevitable a concomitant of Ilprogrcss " as ibis. How political and commercial
d pressure arc now working in favoîir of Protection I nia> on another occasion
dendeavour to show ; and pcrhaps I ma>' have sornetbing to say 10 your IlScottish

r Student " on the subjeci. Argus.

f BUSINESS ACUMEN.

Modemn business lias trainied men mbt a wonderful perfection of wbat we
f cali "lacumen"I and our American ncigbotrs less eupboniously terrn "lcule-

ness." There is anotber and more correct>' descriptive titie, the use of which
natural politeness forbids.

This business acumen takes various formns, does not necessaril>' require
continuied prosperit>' for its development, but flourîsiies witli abniosi greaier
vigour in the coid shades of adversiîy.

* One of these points is wonderfuiiy dcveioped bere, nor is it unknown in
fthe oid country' and in otlier lands. Business nmen wiil recognize tlîis particular
*forma of business acunien if described as the process of Ilunloading accounîs."
Tlie proccss is simple; anîd is intcnded for tic simple, to inake tbem. wise. It
is performed îiîus :Wlîent a wboiesale mercliant is largeiy intcrested in some
trader wlîo lias probab>' been siartcd and largel>' proppcd up b>' said firrn,
btusiness acumen requires thai ai the firsi indication of wcakness or mismanage-
ment a portion ai leasi if not ail of the amount sbould be Ilunioaded " on
others who do not possess that visionar>' une known as "'the inside irack."
Wbat business acumen suggests, business acumen alone can find means 10 carry
oui. The kind of will wbiciî prompts the thougbî is the 001>' kind capable of
adapting iseif to the necessar>' means of carrying il oui. It will do 50 success-
fuli>' until experience bas no more fooiisb people befi to tcacb. The gentlesi
rnetbod used is simp>' 10 cease soliciîing btusiness and do a barger arnount than
usual of genile dunning from thie office dcpartrnn. If the trader be bigh
spirited and full of hope, bie wibb of bis own accord ai once seek other sources
of suppi>'; and bis lîopefuiness and good intentions, unconscious as bie is of
an>' impending doorn, iib more tban probab>' make the effort a success. But
il may bc bie is sorncwbaî pblegnîatic in temperament and cooi-beaded enough
10 sec that lus views of bis own position and the views of bis supporters differ a
blbte. He wants 10 gel ai the bottom of the difficuit>', and prompt>' interviews
bis principal crediior. Said creditor soothes and moibifies bim, but complains
bitter>' of the scarcit>' of mone>', the bardiless of the tines, finds lie must contraci
ail bis accounîs, values this accouint ver>' bigbly, but can't increase il jusi now.
If lie coubd bu>' elsewhere ibis season and so reduce bis indebtedness 10 tbeir
firm lie feels quite sure hie wilb be botb able and debigbted to run bis usual
arnount on birn next-doesn'î wanî 10 close the accouni, wili be giad if hie
caf pick up a few srnal lbines as usual, and lie can tell an>' one hie is stiti buying
from them and send an>' parcels bie likes 10 thern for enclosure. Thus reassured
the trader gives bis orders rigbî and left for wbat bie ma>' need. No sooner has
lie got in bis stock than the business acurnen of bis old ftiend and supporter
wakes 10, bife in anoîber form, dunning letters, and drafts ai sight which posi-
tîvel>' must be met, pour in upon birn, take his attention away frorn bis trade,
and when bis new bibis to new houses corne due, tbere is noîhing to meet them,
the crash cornes, but-the process of Ilunloading"I has beef -successfuiiy
performed.a
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