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TORONTO AND ABOUT.

The N. P. appears ta, work well in Toronto, and yet perhaps there

neyer was a time wben -z rnany bouses were ta let as there are now.

Skilled nmecbanics of any occupation can find good work; and yct

there is excessive building in the shape of teuiement bouses goîng on1.

The inférence ta, be drawn is this, tbat there is a vast over-production,

if I rnay be allowed tbe expression, of worthless untenantable houýes.

The city is becomning stocked witb trasby unsaleable bouses. I say

unsaleable, and tbey are unsaleable ta any but tbe rnost innocent of

purchasers, and yet, strange as it may appear, tliese innocent purchasers

continue ta buy these, wbat I bave calied, unsaleable bouses. If these

bouses are unsaleable ta any but greenhorns, and greenborns continue

ta purchase, then the greenborns are deceived, xvilfully deceived into

buying wbat appears ta, tbern excellent bouses, but whicb, ini reality,

are ail but actually unsafe. When there can bc 50 much deception in

the way of latb and piaster ta caver defects in timber and brick-work,

rotten joists, inCufficient frost-proof founidations and bad niortar, suiely.

a heavy penalty sbould be infiicted upon the extortianer who con-

ternptably glosses over these faults, rnaking thern appear ta the unsus-

piciaus sound and gaod. I do not allude ta, bouses veneered xvitb

brick, for a purchasen indeed wouid be sbort-sighted wbo did not

ascertain the thickness of bis wails, but I allude ta tbe fraudulent

econrny of the speculator xvba buiids bis fifty or ane bundred. bouses

with a foundation but eighteen inches under ground, when be knows

that the frost is gaing ta sink neariy two feet beiow that and under-

mine the bouses. I allude ta the base deception or thc house-builder,

wben ho builds bis foundation underground of soft bricks and above

ground ta the underside of the plintb course of Kingston stone, sa

that purchasers are led ta believe thein bouses are substantial, wben in

reality they are the reverse. I allude ta the meanness of the nian who

causes the montar of bis bouses ta be made with as littie lime as pas-

sible, so that the bouses after tboy are sold xviii bardly boid together,

the sand of the mortan having no stability, wasbing away with every

rain that pours. I allude ta the man xhbo buiids bis Mansard roofs

with too sligbt timbers, so tbat the occupants wben the starm blows

beavily, tremble in their beds. I ailude ta, the mnan wvlo glazes bis

large window sashos witb German shoot glass, xvben he knows vcry

well that the finst strong puif of wind xviii blaw the xindows out. 1

say thene sbouid bc some laxv ta protect the unsuspecting purchaser

fromn sucb frauds, or at least there sbauld be a beavy penalty infiicted

on the unconsciousabie spoculator wbo thus xvilfully defrauds. Ilouse

after bouse of the above sort bas been sald iii this city with. variaus

startling resuits, at ane time the wholc of the front windowvs xvere

blown in, at another time a xindow frame, architrave and sasbes feli iii

%vitb a crash with but the slightest provocation. The number of

bouses frost-crackod and otlxerwise ks enough ta buiid a Yankee settle-

nment large enaugh and of a description ii xvbich Mark. Tapley could

enjay biniseif for life.

Mr. Ussher niay deny as be pleases and say what'ho likes in

defence of himiself; but 1 quote public opinion xvhen I say that the

ridiculous part oa.f tho mission xvbich Mr. Ussber xvas about ta under-

take, viz :the proposed attemnpt ta create secessian fromn tbe R. E,

Churcb of Toronto iii bis favour, and in that the Refarmed Churci ai

England is about on a par xvith the proposed consecration of thai

divine ta the Episcopate. Does Mr. Ussbcr deny bis intentions ai

causing secossion in the Churcb ? then, so far, as I am able ta gather

niot being a Reformed Episcopalian, what did ho mean xvben a twelve-

nioruth ago ho induced the so-callcd Bishops of tbe Rcforrncd Churcli

of England ta lecture in Toronto in Albert Hall witbout tbe advicc ao

approval of tbe resident R. E. pastor? If Mr. Ussber was not wis(

in bis own èonceit ho would have understoodl thon the impossibirlity o0

causing a split in a churcb where alneady, after a turbulent tinie, tbh

nîçmbers were being cemonted together xvitb the pastor in anc greal

bond of unity., If Mn. Ussher is seeking bis own aggrandiserncnt loi

him bco~me the Bisbop of b 'is own chuncb and that littie place ir

New Dublin, and fan the sake of Christian decency, cease ta xvisb t

persecute a pastan and people who have been beroically striving tc

raiso tluemseives out of difficulties bnougbt on in a great ineasure b3

bis ùnkind desention. As the defender of the reputatian of Bisho1

Gregg, for wbich position he is naturally eminently qualified, he could

iot do a botter thing than rescind bis notification to bis vestry on the

7th September, and permit Bishop Toke to proceed witb the con-

secration of the Bishop of Saint Bartholomnew's Church. Sa far as

Mr. Ussher is concerned it is devoutly to be hoped that he xviii not

again so far forget himself and bis Christian dignity, either ta bring a

Bisbap here ta lecture ta less than a hundred, hearers (the resuit of

Mr. Ussher's canvassing the R. E. parish) or propose ta corne himself

ta create disunion in a struggling church.

Thc Gdd Feliows' processian, receptian and concert xvere a grand

success. The Most Warthy Grand Sir Jabn B. Harman of San

Francisco is a thoroughly courteous gentlemen and an able rhetorician.

Toronto bas been honoured by a visit of the Sovereign Grand Ladge

and she feels the honour. Forty eight bands were in the procession

and everybody says the whole affair was very grand, and 1 suppose it

xvas, as everybody looked particulariy warmi and uncomfortable in their

funerai clothes. There can bc no doubt about it the procession was

the grandest that bas ever been in Toronto, of course excepting

always Barnum's, and it is but rigbt tbe Odd Fellaws sbould know it.

This is the verdict of "public opinion" and ,public opinion" is

generally an excellent judge, but as a private individual I miust con-

fess 1 saw notbing particularly worshipful in it, beyond the speciaus

advantage of a gaping crowd. I am sorry I arn not with the majority,

but I cannat belp it.

The Exbibition is over ; the halls are empty. Even the ancient

log-cabin erected by the York Pioneers last year is deserted. Laoking

at the wbole thing froin a careful standpoint, now that the hurry and

worry are past, anc cannot belp but being possessed with the idea that

these exhibitions help better than any treaty can, ta bind nations

togetber in a closer bond of union. Our neighbours go home with

kindly feelings towards their Canadian brethren, cemented dloser ta

Canadian intere3ts ; and by Canadian interest trying ta outstrip Amner-

can prudence, a noble spirit of emulation is aroused that is bound

at last to tel] for the good of this inigbty nortbern half of the Western

world.

1 should. like very nxuch ta know .vbat horse racing and bicycing

racing and sucb like foreign sports have ta do with the legitimate

business of an Industrial Exhibition. 0f course ail these things add

considerably ta the attractions of tbe Exhibitions, but they certainly

have notbing ta doa vitb the Exhibition proper.

The Byistiidcr says that "lBonnet xvent into the dock with the

rope round bis nieck." The daily jaurnals ought ta take the hint in

tbeir reports of c4me, and refrain froin making iîndue allusions ta the

cbaracter of supposed criminals. Because Annie Broxupli xas founil

*drowned last Saturday week, and suspicion falîs upon the husband, it

is îia reason wby pains sbould be taken ta show bis disagreeable dis-

*position -and basty temper. Cbarity sbould do so mucb for a suspected

*criminai as ta at least let him have an unprejudiced, jury.

f _______________________________

f The question is bcing pertinently asked-Wbo is respon!ible for

ail[ the impertinent posters wc sec anound town xvitb the inquiry,

Il "Werc are you going ta, rny brother ?" or "Are you prepared for

iheaven ? " or "lPrepare for deatb!1" or same such offensive sentence,

r These bis are posted on the lamp-posts, teiegnaph pales, sidewalks,

-curb-stones, the silis of windows of public bouses, steps of churches, and

r are tbrust into your bands on the street, and s0 YOU stop into church-

-are siyly tucked into, your pocket or under your arrn-and are posted

ton the xvbarves and sides of sbips, and actually on the cemeètery fences.

tWho{s responsible for it? I arntold it is the wonkof the Y. M. C. A.

iIf sa, I thirnk tbe young. men of that excellent institution bad botter

i ook inta it. As the Odd Fellows' Procession was in pnogness last

)Friday an entbusiast sbouted out IIWbere are you ail gaing ta? to

TIleaven or Hell ? " A bystander angniiy told the evangelist ta "lKeep

)quiet! tbere's a- time and- place for everytbing."1 Queen City,.


