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tinction between clean and unclean foods. These elements tbeYhad developed into a portentous jungle of rules and regulatiolswhere the moral sense went completely asti-ay and was stupifled bythe malarial atmosphere. For the profound ethical and huiflarlespirit of the Old Testamrent, the grea t prophetic insistençe On j stice and mercy, theyhad no cars. Their expansions and their con-tractions had been equally perverse and fatal. They had develOP-ed the wrong side of things, had been rigorous and lax in the w1 011gplaces. Jesus reversed their procedure. With the prophets Hegrasped the essence of the Law ini " mercy flot sacrifice."

But Jesus carried the prophetic principle-the relative infer-iority of the cerernonial to the ethical contents of the Law-i'lfinitely further and made it cut infinitely deeper than the prophetstheniselves. He made the clearest distinction between these tWOelements in the Old Testament. He found there great conimrandswhich were to be done, and ]ittle commands which indeed werenot to be left undone-as was pointed out before His mission %vasto Israel-but which in Bis teaching and life sank so far into theback.ground as to become a mere vanisluing quantity. In com-passion, placability, readiness for reconciliation, purity of heart,He recognizes great commnands. In paying the temple tithesOf the Products of thefield, and even in sacrifices, which the scribesand indeed the whole nation thouglit the greatest of aIl, He seeslittle comiriands. ln His own life, it is true, no instance Odowriright violation of the Law can be formally established, butwe liear nothing of any sacrifice offered by Bîm, nothing of theremoval of ceremonial impurity, or Of thc dread of such imPuritY.He was entirely indifférent to the Pharisaic and even bo theLevibical regulations on buis point. Be touchcd the leper amd thewornan with bue issue of blood witliout a, thouglit that He Wvasdefiling himiseîf thereby. We do flot know what His practicewas as regards prohibited foods. Doubtless B-e conformed tOthe customns of His nation. B ut in principle Be abrogabeseiitirely the distinction between clean and uncican, notonly among foodsx but amnoilg ail external things. To HiIliwas clear, of course as against the ascetism of the Phariscesand Of all limes, as against even the rîtual symbolism of the MosaicLaw, that there was flothing in God's world flot in itself good and


