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varieus brethren and sisters visose petitions eccupied .frons ten
«minutes te haif.an-hour each - and it was not tili the waning ligist
of thse room gave teken of depsrting day that the dreary enter.
tainment came te an end.

O, thatwery, veary, all-btit-endlesa afternoon. The meipory
of. it haunted me like a nightmare for many a long year; and te
this day -I cannot recail it vithout an internai shiver. With
visat a tisriUl of ecstatic delight did 1 velcomu the blissful intelli-
gence tisat. the monotenous thanksgiving vas ovér ; and vhat a
relief it was te escape inte thse open air. No schoiar dismissed
front the tisraldom of the sohool-room ever sprang across tise
threshold with a more joyous boundi. I was soon joined by my
brother andi sister, and a bost of other little cnes visose natural
joyeuscess of disposition catie baci. te themn the moment they
were relieved front thse supervision of their seniors. As may
readiîly be expected, we lest no time in striking up a common
acquaintance, and

"Âway we lied, with gsmesonie minds,
And seul1s untouched bysjin,"

te the barnyarci, visere we played bide.and-seek among tise straw-
stac<s.by the bright ligist of the autumn moon until thse gruff but
not unkindly voice of Job Greaves summoned us te supper, in the
course of wbach meal I feil fast asleep. Shortly afterwards the
assembly dispersed, and I was carriefi home in my father's arms
and put te beail.

And isere it may appropriately enougis be asked:- Hov was it
that my fatiser, a man of goofi birth, and-netwithstanding his
neglected. training-with many cf the hereditary. instincts and
something of the manner andi education of a gentleman: by visat
strange chance vas it that bu had seen in the creefi and manners
cf sucis a communi ty as this, anything sufficiently attractive te
induce him te, caat in his lot vith tisem, and te become in* many
respecte one cf tbemnselves 1 Tbis enquiry bas often suggested
itseif te my mind; and the only plausible answer I have been
able te makce has been sotnewhat after this wise. In matters
theological, net less than in matters bymeneai, mien-even vise
and good men-have, time eut of mind, done very extraordinary
things. .My father was one cf thse kindest, mest amiable, and
mest .levable cf men that uver bre athed; but I cannot conscien-
tiously claim for hi. that he vas a man cf extraordinary wisdomn
or force cf cisaracter. He vas easily influencefi by those vith
vise. be vas tisrcvn into intimate relations, and he vas ever
vont te recognize in my mothur an intelligence higher than bis
cwn. His marriage had brought hi. inte close contact vits thse
frienuis cf my motiser's fa >mily, and after tisat marriage bu isad ne
frienuis cf bis ovn rank i society. Thse father vise should have
beun his Ilguide, philosopher and friend " vas a soiitary and selfiash
recluse, vhosu pedantic love isad destrcyed bis sense of social andi
parental responsibiiity. Thse young man had thus ne frienfi te
counteract thse influence cf these amongst vhom his lot vas cast.
Add te this thse fact that at tihe time cf my mether's "lconversion,"
he had iikevise experienced a craving for spiritual consolation;
and the only conimcdity cf that sort that came in bis way vas
suppliefi by that fraternity vhose chapel hie attended eut cf defer-
encelte my nietses visses. Ail these tbings ccncurring, hie had
joined thuir ranks and espoused their creed as tise one best suited
te bis requirements. And if this explanation be deemed insuffi.
cient te account for thse seeming anomaly I have ne other te effer.
I cau. only say that Ilsucli things vere." He sincereiy beiievud
in the, eflmy cf 'their faitb for man's salv *ation,, thouis hie in-
vardly disapproved cf some cf their churcs regulations,-and posi-
tively declined te take bis place ini the pulpit. Re sometimes
vent se far as te give an exhortation; -and fromn vhat I can re-
mumnber of bis offerte in that' line i as cf opinion that, in re-
spet cf matter, tey vere neither botter nor verse than thosu cf'
bis spiritual brethren ; thcugbh they weru certainly ceuchéfi in

phraelogy iess repeliant toe ars metropolitan. Itvwas but seldom,
hovuver, that bie vas callefi upon te exorcise bis funictiens, for it
vas knovn that sucli exercise vas diistêsteful te' hi. .'He vas
moreover regarded as net quité se strict in bis opinions respecting
universal reprobation as thé Jebusitical creed enjoined upon its
followurs. Gilbert iteupats, indeed, had recently mooted tbe
question as te tbe propriety cf.,requiring every member cf tbe

church to, reaffrm bis or. hier declaration upon this point; and it
was weil known that the proposai was expressly dlirectedl at Mny
father. But Master Gilbert had been effectuallyput to siienceby
Stephen. Duckworth, who reminded him of the dictum of St. Paul:
Il imn that is weak in the faith receive ye, but flot te doubtful
dîsputations."

CHAPTER VI.
T13B AOLle' NEST.

EARnLY in tbe forenoon of the day after the thanksgiving-feast,
we %vont, by special invitation, te regale ourselves with a view
front the tower cf Aspleîgh Hall. We vere assured by my father
that the prospect front there vas very picturesque; and we liad
ne sooner beheid it for ourselves than we wore able te, confirin the
epithet froni personal observation. We mounted an interminable
number of stops, and had almost begun te despair of ever reach-
ing the top, when vu suddenly emerged upon a ianciing-piace, and
found ourselves vithin the turret which wve had previously ad-
mirefi from terra firma. -Then the scene burst upon us in ail its
spiendour. The suit shone brightly,.and displayed te the best adi-
vantage a iandscape which vouid have been wel worth contem-
plating even on the gloomiest day of the year, and which seemefi,
1 thougbt, te enibrace ail the kingdoms of the world. To the
nortb, beyond oui- home, and also to the west, a vast ferest
stretched away for miles and miles, and nothing vai te bu seen
but the variegated foliage of the tree tops. To thse east vas a
regular succession of hill and dale, forest feld, and stream, dotted
here and there with cottages and' farni-houses. The moat note-
wortby view, bowever, was direct>' soutii of us. It bas beu
stated that Aspleigh Hall stood about a quarter of a mile fromn
the public bighway. Fifty yards or thereabouts beyond tihe higs-
vay was the top of the tremendous Ilbank," as it was called-a
steep, and in many places precipitous desoent of four 'or fivu hunt-
dred feet. A t thse bottomi of this duscent, a plateau, varying in
widtb front one te tbree hundred yards, i 'ntervened between the
banik and the Grand River-a hunge streain which rises fifty miles
or so above, and pours its turbulent waters inte Lake Erie suventy
miles below. Thée stream vas bere very tortueus, and formed An
enormous lutter C., six or seven miles vide, with the batik for a
background f romn one extremity te the other. The interior of
this lutter C. lay stretchefi beneath us, a level plain, vbieh during
the spring freshets %vas soinetimes entirely subtnergeui. Buyond,
rose a mounitainous bank of solid rock, the geelogical formation
thure being quite different, front that on the side.nearest us. The
EIder, viso accompanied us on our tour of inspection, peinted te
a hunge, riven cliff, which stared us in the face frons thse far side of
the valley, and which rose abruptly, somevisat nearer te tise waters
edge than its neîghbours, te a beight of at lesat five hundred
feet, and vas crowned vith aclunip of diminiutive pines. Se clear
was the atmospbere, and so bright s'as thse siu, that evury crevice
and cranny on thse surface of the cliff seemed distinctly visible te
us. Its sides were very steup, and on the front 'visible to us it
was evidently insurmountable. A few yards below the summit, -a
lump of rock protruded about twenty feet tevards thse river, and
reseinbled a monstrous wart on the face of the mourntain. In
answer te my mother's enqiries, tise Elder informed us that this
-protuberance vas called IlThe Esgles Nest" front an Indian tra-
dition wiic told of an eagle of Cyclopean proportions that had
made its home there in days of yore, andi preyed upon -the pap-
pooses of the district. I gathered fromt his remarks that the terni
came in process of time te be applied te thse entire inountain,
wbich was known far and wide as IlThe Eagies Nest."

Thse name at once arrestedl my attention.
"1Tsa Eagle's Nest, did you say ?, I asked "why that is

visere Sebastian Gee lives. But where's bis house 1 1 don't se
a house anywhere near i.

"9Subastian Gee-what do you know of Sebastian Ges, Master
Mark 1 «Your fathur bas'been telling yen about him, I'suppose"

My fatse here e.xpiained how we hadl encountered the baîf-
breed on the evening of our arrivai at the Ford ; but I could net
hulp noticing that hie said notbing about thse strange warning that
Sebastian bad given, nor about that personageÉ ha;ving acconit.
paaied us part of the vay home.


