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.MUNICIPAL BAIL INSURANCE INOW UNPOPUIýLAIR

Saskatchewan Farmeru Criticize 8ysteuî-Lose. Heavy This
Year, and Excess Tax liate Necessary

THIIS year farnera of Saskatchewan who enter.d into the
forMuni1cipaI lRil Insurance achenie mnust pay net only the.

moderate losses, but an additionail bevy on seedcd acreage, as
autiiorized by the legisiature at its last sessions. This is
bringing forth iimy objections, and petitions have b-een cir-
culated for signatures, askinig that votes be taken te decide
on a repeal. This subject was taken up at a mee-.ting of the~

BasatheanMunicipal Hlail Izisurance Association, held
.arly this montii, and] a review of tii. schemie bas been issued
by E. G. Ilingley, secretary ot the association. It siays:

-Municipal liai] insurance was first asked for by lie
Grain Growers' Association. Reselutions asking thie provin-
cial goverrnment te provide legislation for such a syutem vas
pa.ssed ait the annual convenitions of the Saskatoon Grain
Growers' Association in 1909 and 1910. After the. 1910 con-
vention hail endorsed the principle of optional municipal hail
insurance the. provincial goverament pauued the. necessary
Act and the. request hecame iaw in 1912.

Rat. Oulginally Four Cents lier Acre

"The. original Act provided four main pointu-The. tax
could net excüed four c-ents per acre upon ail assessable
lands; tiie Indemnity could net exc.ed $5,00 per acre for a
total 10.8 ot $800 if 160 acres of crop wau totally deut.roy-
ùd; the, provisions for the. 'pro rata' payment of clainis if
the. revenue reeeived vas insufficient te pay the, daimis ln
tull. A very llmlted p)rovisioni permltted the. wlthdrawab
ot certain landLi (.e. unpatented homnesteads and fenceci
pasture land). Before aay inunlcipality could coin. under
the provisions of the. net a by-iaw had te b. propared and
veted upon by the. electors et the munlelpalties at the, annual
municipal election. The. popubarlty ofthle systeni was evi-
dmnced viien atter the. municipal ebections of 1912, it va.
found tiat 115 rural munlclpalties had passed the nees-
sary by-iav te cerne under thi. provisions ef the Act.

"The year 191,3 sa ti. first attempt te provide muni-

ciPal bail insurance alzainst boss by hiall whlcii hd ben
made in atny province in Catnada or lin any state in the. United
States viere the. premium vas collected au% a tax snd viiere
the. crop was autonzallcally inxured vltiiout sur furtb.r ae-
tioni on the part efthe~ farnsr and wb.ne he wss onby re-
nuired le notify the b.ad offic vii.nany boss vas suslaid.
The. yesrs 191, 1914 and 195. as over more or is
unev.ntfuiby, the, taxes ver. vollected and thi. cilaisi amount-
Ing oe $11,700,000 vere pald, mtill i.avlug a surplus. Thi.
fact that the. arma under cvultivation in tii... years upon
lands held by resident ownerm vas net se large. as at pro-

inwmu niu Foa [laui iinaureaçu cuni u
dollar. Rlat no rosewrvQ b.e on hi
wouldl have only permilttecd a payinu
lar. Public m..tln" u ve hlt, p.
ceuincilq ver. intervieved, nuembera
ilndaktgsd vltii ]Lers an(] requesitz 1
la full. andi te mnake tb. systoin gafe
s thorough catnva-so ethe vi*l. uit
b.p ImpossçIb)le le provide tant.s for t
1916, loses ari the cdaims ver. al
cents Iri the. dollar.

"~1917Z was fortunately a year of a light hail l bs and
the clamnants again received 100 cents in the dollar fremi the.
four-cent tax. In 1918, the losses were heavier, proiiably
about the average, but with a limited tax ef four cents per
acre and a furtiier increase ini the crop acreage, owing te
the. eal for further production, the claimiants were paid 80
cents in the dollar as full settiement of their claimis. The.
1918 hail insurance convention, recognlzing that the. four
cents rate wouid net in future years provide sufficient
revenue te pay ail the losses in fuil, adopted the following
resolution practically unanîmously: 'That this convention
is in favor of the revenue of the association being increased
by the. continuation of tih. present flat rate of four cents
per acre, together witii an automatic seeded acreage asseau-
ment' The provincial government acceded te the requeut
and in February, 1919, legiuiation was passed permîtting
the association te <fix an additionai rate per acre te be levied
on aIl the land of an owner under cuitivation in excess of
forty acres, such rate te b. colîected in the. sanie manner
as the. flat rate.'

«'It miay be well te point out here that the Act and the.
affairs of the. municipalitles operating under the Act are
administered by a board of directers wiio are ail elected by
the representatives of the. municipalities attending the. an-
nual convention. The. board of directors did net decide to
put inte force lhe poWers necessary without first getting in-
structions froni the. annual convention.

Provided for Lices. Rate

"The annual convention held la Regina, March, 1919,
debated the. malter v.ry fubby and finally adopted the. follow-
ing resoiution: 'Tint this convention reconimead te the.
board et directers that provision h. made te ievy a seeded
acreage asses4ment if necemsary te m.et the. bosses and the.
expenses in full for the. year 1919, provid.d such amaesa-
ment does net exceed 25 cents per acre,' In accordance vlth
the wisiies of lthe convention the. board decided thnt if an
additionab rate was necesmary this year the sanie woubd b.
levled.

"The. principal tentures of tihe Act in the spring of 1919
wer. lies.: Tii. flat rate et four cents per acre would stili
b. col.ected; an addltional rat. upon the. cropp.d land vouid
nîso b. coll.cted; the. ind.mnlty 'wouid remain the sanme, $6
per acre. for total bogs. Tiie wltidraval privileges were stili
furtiier widened. Any tarner could witiidraw is band, puy-
lng ne hall insurance taxes viaseever and date of with-
drawal was extended te the. 15th ot Jane, se liat any tnrm.r
thnt bad i es-op blova out betore thnt date could viti-
drnv bis land and escape payaient ofthe lax vien il vas
bevl.d. A conalderable nuuxier of farjuers in different
manicipalities did. vllbdraw their lauds, smre for the full
p.riod of ininety-nlne yenrs,

"The. year 1919 proved to b. s very disastreus year for
hail bosses. The, henviest storm occurred on July 1.1, lii
stermi cost the. association over $1,000,000, the. bosses la aine
mninlepalllles amounting te over $900,000. The. manicipali-
tics suffering the heavieut bosses thim jeur are those vhlcb
have net durlng the. peut seven yesrs suiqtaia.d serious bos
before, sud tiey have provlded a large proportion ofthle
moneys us.ed te pay the maman in prevlous 7mars ho the. tarai-
ers ln otiier munlclpsitiea. The meut untortunat. part of
the. situation bas arisen tiirough se mach crop baving been
destroyed by wind, drou*ht, grassiioppers, lusectu andi gophi-
ers. Soe farmers eannot i.. why they shoiuld b. slli
upon te pay baIl taxes when tiiey have no crop themselves,
s0 liaI Rmre other fanmer -'ay b. pali for hlm hii~l loua.
Ne doubtit wIl b h a serions hardshlp to soin. farinerq te
Pay the tax imposeti, but bow can tiey nov b. relieveti wiien
tiey dîi net vltidraw thi.r lands ait the. proper senson!

"Tiie taxes ici are nov imposed] eannot b. caucebleti
ky eitiier the ceanecl of the. munclpnlity or the. assocation.
To do se wouiti b. a brench ef falti as there woulti net bi.
enough taxes çellected te pny tie farmers 'wio have sastala-
ied actual bail logs. if any taxes are cauceib.d b.cas. the
farmers have ne crop, lieu the, only bogical conclusion woulti
bc te eancel'abi the, taxes, wich wouiti ieave thii91 claim-~
ants w4tii 35 cents lu the. dollar as a settiemeat of their
elalims.
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