
DOMINION MEI)ICAL MONTIILY

account of sickness, and lie lîimself coluld receivec prompilt treat-
meîtnt and not be eompellC(l to eoiitiiiae at \Vurk mntil 'bis liealtb
xvas seriously impaired'. fÙl

Maternity benefits are ealculated to conserve the(, Ilea'Il of 1u
methers and lower the iifint mnortality ratýe.

The joint provision iiid ('ontrol of the fîînd byý employers,
einployees, and the coninitv ' ,vill l)rev'eIt any teiint of charity
or paternalism, afford a baIsis on whicù capital «and labor can wvork
together for a common en(], auid stiniffate a sp)irit of co-operation
iii the movement for improving the welfare of the wage-working
piopulation in1 every indu4srî ai ('oiniillnity. J nst as the work-

filif's eompensation laws have brougbit about the niation-wide
4safety-flrst"' eampaigni, so ma.v we expeet frein the eniactment

of healttb insurance laws a iînov, ecnt for botter hecalti'h that will
]e intelligent as well as popfflar.

RflELATION T0 AIEIICAT. I'no bESSION AND i A''fS NIS

-As stated above, the local administration of health insurance
funds is usually left to local boards created. for this purpose, or
te trade unions, industriel establishmients, or societies which have

l'een approved by the cenitral governing b)oard or commnission. The

Germian aet 'bas loft the admnimstration of the medical beniefits
te these local hodies, and tliis lias resulted at times ini restrietiflg
the insllre(l persons' chloice of pliysieians to a linîited number of

eclitreet doctors empleyed k' thesc, local agencies, and thus caused

so inuoli friction as te resuit iii a " doctors' s'trike." The, Euglish

'Wt, iii tlie effort te cied tluis defeet, perrnitted freo choice of
1)], - sieians registered o11 the piicls of the finnds, but did net place

pleper restrictions uipoit the signn of certiflcates admitting in-
stired persons te bencfits. l'lie rcsilit wves that the phYsicianis

\vcre entirely tee complaisant in sigining certificates enid the funds

'vere subjected te iml)roper drain.
ln the bill for healtdî iinsurance that lias beei iiitroduIed in

the several State Legislatiircs the, German plan lias been followed,

the matter of providing mediel benefits bas been loft in the hands

()f the local bodies, andi ne provision lias, been made for eorrelatiflg

lue sy stem with existing hlealth, agencies. These are serionis objee-

f ionis since withoîît sncb provisions a 'health insurance law will

]UaVe little, value as a preventive measure, altlîongh it rnay meet

\vitli the a])proval of tiiose wbo, advoeate it as a relief measure.

There must be a close cnimection of the administration of any

11(teelh insurance systeni witb the biealtb agencies of the country

'14dl With the med"ical profession. 1-t is believed that this can be

done in tbree ways: (1) BiY providing efficient staffs of medical


