
DOIMIN[ON MEDICAL MONTIILY

early symptouii. Ili a liiajorit 'y t1ii dur-ai iu of life froint the oiiset
Of syniptoms wlis less titan twelVc ioîit-lhs. Of 128 patienîts s111-
Iflitted to ol)(rîtioiiS othei tliaîi eXliloVîitoi'y ati-eltrsif

,..atiotoiiygasreei n Il)oit oil( was litilî ai ille oi~<f the
analysis. TDr. lFriedeinwald, tiierefore, uirges earlier explorationl,
recognizing the dcspeî'ate iiatlil'e of the iiialaidy and Ilie hopeless-
ness of the prospect iii cases where thc diagiiosis lias become ap-
parent front clinical symiptoms alone.-The Lancel.

THE BELGIAN PHYSICIAN

Otir -Belgian eoiifréres arc und1(ergoing trials tliait iio laîîguage
cari eveil apl)roximlat(.lv deseribe. In a fcw inouthis they have
seen their couit.ry trauisforied front a ]anid of 1 )eaceful pursulits
and Prosiierolis houles into oile of chaos and bereaveiieut. Opinions
as to the cause of the prescrit war may differ greatly ; views in re-
gard to the wvay in whieh it is being l)ioseclît cd muay be widely
divergent; but 'there arc few hortest, conseientiouis min who xviii
flot agree that the xvorld bias seen few sadder spectacles than the
devastation of l3 elgiinîn. Surely if any people have kinown the

'IlCill of ili*,yi steBelgianis. Hcelpless, forlorii and sick wit]î
their sorroîvs, starvation and cold are ail that confront these hope-'
Iess. people uilless the iieutral nations of the world give bountifully
-and quickly. The movement already under way looking toxvard
immnediate relief for this striekzen nation is the oinu brighit spot
in the situation.

The medical men of Belgrium have siiffered no less severely
than the rest of their contrymen. They are destitute, witlî their
homes, equipint. libraries, everything destro.ved and lost. At
ariy rate, the hunger and vold that confrolt tie great mass of the
people also confroiît the doctors. Many have farnilies dependent
On them, so their anxiety and anguish as welI as their physical dis-

I eau caasily be irnained.
The plight, therefore, of the physicians of Belgiirn is terrible

in(leed. IUnless stcps are taken at once to relieve their condition,
at few short weeks are certain to witness scenles of suffering among
Olur Belgian colleagues that; xili beggar description.

Tt has'been suggested to us fromn several sources that; American
Medicine should undertake the collection of a fund for the phy-
sicians of tbis strieken country. We have yielded to the requests
of mnany interested friends and willi undertake the collection of
an American Fund for Belgian Physiciars.


