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The luguibrious D)escartes if was who rnairntained that the scien-
tifie forward inovemient is greatest where the opposition to sucli a
movement is greatest. This gentlemnan was afterward confiiived iii
an asyluin and died gloriously. But at the firne lie made the
remark lie spoke truc, if bitter, words, and they werc utferly and
indubitably, sane. If yen don't believe it, consi(ler for a moment
the history of medicine.

When the healing 'art was sacred and irnpeccable-when the
physician was haif necromanicer and hiaif priest and a douht of his
skill was, an iiapiety-people were dosed with golden ýelixirs and
bled to death, ami a prescriptioni \as esteeined iii direct ratio to
its anti(luity, orfbodoxy, and absurdify. To-day, with feu, thon-
sand vociferous focinen upon ecdi flank, fhe doctýors of the world
are gctting ahcad. Every (lay they abandon soine old mefthod and
invent a better one. Every day they save more human lives.

Christian Scientists, faith healers, devotees of tie ''new
thoughf" (whýafever that may beY, and coiapounders of patent
medicines-ali of these enthusiastie faddists arc doing the race a
real service. In the first place, fbcy are helping the law of natural
selection to starnp ouf the unfit-whici means the ignorant and
credulous, and, in flic second place, their incessant and fclling
erificism is ridding medicine of its ýbarnacles. Their objection t0
every specifle an'd lotion is flic same: ''But it doesn 't cure!''
Wien this objection happens to bc truc, it sends tic einbarrassed.
pathologîsts scarciing for something thaf docs cure. Whcn it is
false, it docs no harm-cxccpt to fie critîcs fiernselves.

For this reason, an earnesf lodge of ainti-vaccinationists in a
community often makes that eomrnunity proof against sinailpox.
These persons refuse to be vaccinated. Thcy publiali pamphlets
showing týhat vaccination causes ]eprosy, nicasies, and appendicitis.
When flic officiai vaccinafor cornes around tiey set their dogs on
hiin. Whcn tliey arc haled jute court f bey figbt like ficnds and go
to jail like martyrs. Evcryone cisc in fhe comrnunity submits to.
arîn-scraping, but these rebels defy tic law and emerge froni jail
witi wholc skins.

Tic row is forgotten and a couple of years go by. Tien one
day a sailor cornes ashore from an East Indiaman witi certain


