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IS ONF. RELIGION AS GOOD AS
ANOTHER ?

BY REV, RICHARD L. CLARKI. S.1.

It is theé fashion at the present day lo
say that it mattered little what « man
believed as long as his life was good and
he did no harm toany one.” fven those
who called themselves Cluistians some-
times talked as if every kind of religion
wera true. They told us theie were
meany rosds to heaven, and tiat it niat-
tered not whether a man travelled by
the Anglican road, or by the Noncon-
formist Toad, or by tiic Ruman Catholic
road, so Jong as he lived o goad life.
This wan not the teaching of Our Bleesed
Lord, who said: “I am the Way, the
'Pruth and the Light.” As there could
only be one truth which fTe tuught, 50
there could he only one way which
He appointed as the road 1w heaven.
Neither was it the teaching of St. Paul,
who wrote, “Oue Lord, one Faiih, one
Baptism,” and ** If any augel even from
heaven teach you any other Gospel than
that which you have received, let him
be anathema.” It was not the teaching
of the Catholic Chareh which said,
“Out of the Church there is no salva
tion.” This teaching was a fuvirite ob-
ject of attack by Protestants. They told
us that it was a nurrow, intolerant doe
trine, and that il was inconsistent with
the Divine compassion and at variance
with the mercy of the allmercitul God.
His object that evening was (o show thal
0 far from this being the case, this doc-
trine was in accordance with the teach
ing of our Lord and His Apostles. By
faith we meant the nceeptance, by God'’s
supernatural help, of those truths which
were revealed- on His authorty, not
merely because our resson approved of
thens, but because we know that God
had revealed them.  Faith with the
Catholic meant the nccepiance of every
dogea that the Chieeh had defived;

but what did it mean in the case of

non-Catholics ? It did not mean that
it was impossible for non-Catholics to
please God ; on the comtrary, there was
tor all who scted un to their light and
in obedience to their conscience full op-
portunity of leading a life plensing to
God. They now came to the question
of what was the minimum, the least
amount of faith a man might have and
save his soul. We looked out upon the
heathen worid and saw millions who
kpoew but little of God. They had had
no teaching, nothing but the natural
light which God had given them, and
that mixed up with a thousand supersti-
tions. It was not neccssary to go into
heathen lands to find practical hesthen-
ism ; in the slums and alleys of our own
city were thousands who had been prac-
tically heathens from childhsod upward.
To szy that these people must neces-
garily lose their souls would be hideous
and inconsistent with the character of
the God of Justice. Every one in the
world had npot only a fair chance of
saving his soul, but much more than a
fair chbance, for God had implanted in
every one a light which would teach
them enough to enable them to find
their way to heaven. To develop this
point, mankind might be divided into
three classes, from each of whom a dif-
ferent kind of faith was expected. The
heathens, and the practical heathens of
our own country would, if they were
taithful to their conscience, learn that
there was a personnl God in heaven who
created us, who would reward us for
serving Him and who would punish us
lor doing evil, and to whom we owed
obedience. This was all that God re-
quired of those who were brought up in
practical heatheniam. They might in
the course of their lifetime have done an
act of charity with a rort of idea of
plensing One above, who reguired of
them charity towards others. We might
hope that thousands of those whom the
world thought.had no chance of being
saved would, through God's mercy, be
received into the kingdom of heaven.
Coming to the second class, the great
majority of the people of this country
hmg at least heard the name of Jesue
Christ and had read the Bible. Any man
of good will who read the sacred words
of our Lord could not help being attract-
ed by that figure who stood out most
rominently before all the sons of men.
o one could read His life without being
irresistibly drawn toward Him, if he
were & man of good will. When Christ
.came before us we ocould not help adorin
Him and loving Him as our Lord an
~Qur @od, But there were some men who

a0 far from being drawn by the Son of
(God were eithier indiffersut to or were pos-
itively repelled by Him. These latter
bated His Divine teaching hecause it
was a contrast with their own lives, For
all those who came wilhin reach of the
Gospel their salvation depended upon
whether they were faithiul to that mes-
sage which cur Lord had taught, There
weore many among the Protestaut eects
who. acted up to the light which God
gave them. They might never hecome
Catholics, they wire s0 rooted in prejn-
dice that there was no pgnilt in renin-
ing where they were. Trom their heavts
tbey loved our Baviour, ;. nd sought a= [ur
as they cou'd to cairy out His Divine
tenching. If they were perfectly certain
that the religion in which they wore
brought up was the right one they could
not do anything better than seck as far
as they knew the teaching of our Lord to
carry it gut. That, huwever, in the pre-
sent day was the case with comparatively
iew. There wera very fow at the present
day who had not at some time or other
o seeret suspicion thar  perhapa the
Catholic Churel might ba the only true
Church of Jesus Christ. When that
thotght eame fnto the mind of any man
he wis Iound to inquire, and not to sit
still and leave Lhe matter doubtful, be-
canse onr Lond was the Trath and eould
only have foundad oue re'igion en earth.
Ihe salvation of this thind cliss depended
anr whether they cterled out an honest
search in order to find out what the re-
ligion was whici our Lord had left here
on earth, It was impossible for us w
know whether those who had turned
awry {rom that secret whisper had de-
iiberately sinned mortaily, God was
very merciful,  There were some who
shrank {from bringing thoze they loved
into poverty. Many Anglican clergymen
to whem tha! thought had come had
reflected that they had only their living
to support their wite and children. He
himaell had known cases in which the
conversion ol Anglican clergymen had
wivolved heroism on  their part which
cotild not be sufliciently prised.  He
kiew of oire who was working as a com-
mon laborer in a building-yard, and of
anethier who was obliged to take the posi-
tion of check-taker al one of our
London theatres.  God required of this
third elass of peaple that they should scek
ont the true Church, and aubmit them-
sclves to ita teaching, for the honest in-
quirer would,without the slightcst doabt,
be Ied inio the One Fold and nowhere
eise. U they drifted off into infidelity or
renniined in soine false raligion, it would
be their own fault. 1 other intcrests
turned their thoughts aside from it, it
was a dreadiul responsibility for those
who thus turned aside from Jesns Christ,
—Catholic Columbinn,

An Autograph Letter.

An autograph letter of Dean Swift has
been discovered in an old manor-house in
Berkshive. It is very characteristic,
bristiing with the witiy divine’s peculiar
dry humor, The supposition is that it
was addresscd to a member of the Earl
of Oxford’a family. Here are some ex-
tracis :

1 1 have the honor to be captain of & band of
nineteen muslclans, which are, 1 hear, about
five less than my friend the Duke of Chaudos,
and [ understand music itke & Muscovite ; but
my choll is so drgenerate under the relgns of
former Deans of fuymous mersory, that the race
of people called wentlemen Lovers of Musie
tell me I must be very careful in supplylog
two vacanecies, which I have been for two yenrs
endeaxvouring to do. For you are to under-
stand that in di<posing these musical employ-
monts I determine to act direcily contrary to
M nisters or State, by glving them to those
who best deserva. [{you bnd recommended a
person to me for achurch-Uving In my gift, I
would bo less curious ; becauss an Indifferent

arson may do well enough, iIf hoe be honmest;

ut slngers, 11ke thelr brothers the poots, must
be very good, or they are good for nothing."”

The Duke of Chandos referred tois the
man who stood for “Timon” in the poet
Pope’s satire, and was a putron of Handel.
composer of the Messich, first produced
at the Fishawmble Street Theatre in Dub-
lin. There is 2 queer letter of the Dean's
—not very delicate as we recollect—in
the manuecript room of the British Mu-
seum.—London Universc.
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There are 250,000 words in the English
langnage, and most of them were used
last Sunday by the woman who dis-
covered after coming out of ehurch, that
her brand new hat was adorned with a
tag on which was written, “Reduced to

$2.75."

8till There.—* There’s gas escaping,”
said Bunting sniffing the air. “ No,” re-
plied Larkin, also taking a sniff; “ it

HERE’S A TRUE AMERLICAN.

—

The Bizots of Omaha Called to Account
by a Protestant.

The following spirited letter has been
addressed to the editor of the Omaba
Bee:

S1x,—I propose for one as & Profestant,
the sonof & Protestant minister, married
to the daughter of & Protestant denom-
ination, to enter publicly my protest
agninst the reckless, relentless and un-
reasonable warfare which 18 now being
waged 1n this city against my Catholie
fellow-eitizena.  No Catholie hus appeal:
il 10 me foravmpathy ur suggested that
[ shonld say a word in bis behalf, In
tact, outside of my own family no one
Lius a bint of my purpose to antagonize
the zentiment which 1 regret to see =0
largely prevalent in this community. 1
ani simply moved by my American sense
of fair play to revolt against what a
pears to me to be an unwarrnutible
pursecution of a respectable, law-abiding
and numerons order of our cltizens,

Nothing is =0 nureasonable, sobigoted.
60 virnlent and dangerous as religious
hatred. No cruelities have ever exceed-
e thor2 perpetrated in the name of reli-
gion.  Nothing is more  un-Amercinn
than politieal partisanship based upon
religions differemces. Noantagonism in
@ compiunity can sucompletely estrange
neizhbors and overturn goud order, as
that whivh arises from contentions over
church relations.  Iu is, therefore, a
source of regret to fair-minded Ameri-
eans whn do not mix their political pre-
furences to find a religions or a semi-
religious issue at stake in elections.

InOmaha the anti Catholic sceiety
has so grown in npumbers that it is in
control of thecity., Among its members
are many persons entitled to confidence
and respeet, althoughb they have jonined
an un-American secret political organ-
ization,  But there are members and
lenders in that order and kindred socie-
ties who are there for one or both of
two rensons. Either they are famatieal
anti-Catholics, or they hope {or politieal
wudvantages from their membership. It
isuntortunately this clnss  which mukes
the most noise and gives trend to the
public utterances and private persecu:
tlans of the organization.

They and their aympathizers, among
whom [ am sorry to see some clergymen
of the Protestant churches, have crewberd
a sentiment against Catholics in Omaha,
which not only causes worthy people in
that denomination peraonal pain, buat
aflects their business, injures their repu-
tation in the community and shuts oft
avepues of employment and advance-
ment from their childrento which, as
American citizens, they are entited.

This is unfair. Omaha has never suf
fered any evil from Catholics. Her best
citizens are membhers of that Church.
Her largest taxpayers are sdherents of
that faith. There has never been any
attempt, or suggestion of an attempt on
the part of that Church, or any of its
members, to control the schonls, the city
government or the county affnirs, What-
ever may be true in other localities, as
far as Omaha is concerned Cathnlicisin
has never been a force in politics which
altempted to antagonize any public im-
provement, the public, schools, or any
well defined public policy. There is in
iy mimi no more reason in Omaha for
an anti-Catholic society than for an anti.
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=== Dr. Fierce’s Pleas-

= === ant_DPellets. To
. . == beginwith, they’re
SO the smallest, and

the casiest to take,
They're tiny,
sugar-coated anti-
bilious _ granules,
scarcely larger
than mustard
seeds. Every child
is ready for them.

Then, efter they're taken, instead of dis-
aurbing and shocking the system, they act
in a mild, easy, and natural way. There's
a0 chance Yor any reaction afterward. Their
belp lasis. Constipation, Indigestion, Bilious
Attacks, Sick or Bilisus Headaches, and all
derangements of the lver, stomach, nud
bowels are promptly relieved and perman-
sntly cured.

They're put up in glass vials, which ke:ga
themn always fresh and reliable, unlike the
grdinary pills in wooden or pasteboard

0Xes,

And they're the chea; pills you can buy,
for theyre guaranteed to give satisfaction,
or your money Is returned. You pay only
for the good you get.
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THE SUNBEAM, a monthly paper for
Catholic youth ; 50 cents a year, send

Methedist or anti-infidel society. There
can never, in America, be any excuse for
nsecret politieal-religions vrganization,
and in this eity there is lces excuse, if
possible, thau anywhere clse.

Iam in favor of an amendment to the
national constitnticn, which shall be
strong enough to mai « it impoessible for
religious issues to have political conse-
quence or importance. T am also in
favor ol taxing such property belonging
to religious badies a5 is not nred by ihem
for religivus, charitable or edueational
prurposes, baat 1 do protest micst solemnly
agaiet this un-Americon wdea vt asking
whether a man believes in eonsnbstantia-
tion or transubstantiatiow, hefore deter-
mining to vote for or against him asa
candwate for political office. Not the
religious belief, or the nativity of the
candidate’'s pareuts, but the weriis of
himself shenld be the test of his tilness
or unfitness for public trust.

I bope that the people of (haaha will
ece that thiy auntag nism lLas gene too
iar, and it the time Las cone to lrown
upon those famatics who would fan
amonldiiing emboers of religious hatred
into Ramies of diseord. It is high time
thit the tide were turned. 1 the Tilwill
which hae been stirred up bhetween two
claszes of ony citizenship is pirmitted to
grow inantensity, it will be years before
the good feeling of tormer bmes can he
restored. Weshould be manly enough,
every one of ux to aceord to all our
neighbors liberty of conscienee, honesty
of purpoge amd personal patriotism, and
treat with them as fricnds and not as
enemies of the commuonwealth.

T W Bracknrns,

A Gentlernan who eared himselr of Deafuoss
and Noises i lhe Head of 14 years stamling by
a new method, wlll be picascd to send rull par-
tienjars free. Address HERLBERT CLIFTON, 8
Shephrerd’s Place, Kenuington Park, Loudon
8.8, Englany, 30

When he is inaugurated next March
Mr. Cleveland will lack but a tew days of
being 56 years old, which iy preciscly
the avernge age of presidents on neeesa-
ion.  The oldest President was Willinm
Henry Harrison, who was 63 ; Buchanan
was 025 Taylor, 03; Jackson and Adams,
62; Munroe, 59 Jeflerson, Muclison nnd
J. Q. Adams, 385 Benjaumin Harrison, 56,
Huayex, 54 ; Lineoin, 825 Tyler and Ar-
thar, 51 ; Polk and Filmore, 80 ; Gar-
field and Pierce, 49 ; Cileveland, 48 and
Grant, the youngest president, 17.

THREE PRACTICAL POINTS,

Three practical polnts: 1st, Barnock Blood
Bitters citres dyspepsin by acting promptly on
the stomnch, Iver and bowels,  2nd. Burdoek
Blood Bitters cures bload by the sume speclite
aetion comblaed with 1ts alteraiive and purify -
ing powers., 3rd. Burdock Blood Bittors enres
wll discases arising rrom the two first nmined,
such Aas constipatton, headaehe, billousness,
scrofula, ete., by removing thelr calse as
shown and proved in thousandr of jndispiilably
recorded ensoN, .

“ Parker’s tire insurance policy cavered
the coal in his cellar, and the other doy
just for a joke, he pnt ina elvim for all
the coal he'd burned.,”  “ What did the
company do?" *“Had Parker arrested
for nrson.”

The action of Carter's Little Liver Plils Is
pleasgnt, mild and natural. They gently sti-
mulate the liver, and regulato thio bowels, but
do nol purge. ITry
them.

They are sure to please,

Mies Candoiir, aged 7, to ludy who has
been singing with a goud deal of tremolo
to her muther's guests : I gargle in the
nursery.

KHolloway' ; Pilla.—Weakness and Deldlity.—
Unless the blood be kept in & pure stale, the
copstilution must be wesnkened und discare
supervene. These wondertul Piils possess the
power of neulrsllsing and removing all con-
teminations of the blood and systemn generally.
They quletly but certainly overcome all ob-
struotions tending to produce ill-Licalils, and
instituto regular aotlons in organs thet are
fanity from dernngement or debility. The
dyspeptic, weak sand nervous may rely on
these Pills astheir bext friends and comforters.
They improve the appeilte and thoroughly in-
vigorgte the digestive apparntus. Holloway's
Pills have long been known to be the surest
preventives of ltver complaints, dreadfui
dropsles, spasmg, colic,constipation, and many
other dlseases always hovoring round the
feeble and fufirm. '

Tom : We always ought to look plea-
sant. Jack : That's so. We can't tell
now-a-days who may have a camera con-
cenled about him ready to catch us.

If there ever was a specific for ruy one com-
pleint, then Carter’s Little Liver Pllls are a
sgeclnn for sick headache, and every womsan
;honld know this. Ouly one pill adose., 1'ry
om.

The pretender to the Crown—A lady’s

for sample copy. 761 Craig Street,

seems {0 be here yet.”

Montreal, P, Q.

bonnet.



