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ON LAUGHING.

 And laughter holiding both his sides,---MiLrtox.

termiunie finally in a stentorian langh. Thesze men may

threc sentences, willresolve itself into 2 simper, and|why tho fourth finggr of the

left hand' is ehosen: fory this,
purpose, are varions; some supposing the ring to. l;e(lem}q-} ‘
exposed to injury znd at the same time most -CONSpicRous.
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be truly sajd 1o go ihr‘ough life laru'gvhi‘ng : bat habit has
blunted the finer edges of their sympathies, and their mirth
is bnt -the unmeaning ¢fusion-of a weak spirit. These
personiiges generally go off in fits of apoplexy, brought on
hy excessive luughter on a full stomach:

"There is then your discontented, cynical laugher, who

Jf you were to ask a lenrned physician to explain to you . : :
J » ' P y when on that finger; ‘thus Alexander ab -Alex. ¢ Foriner.
ages pleced thg Wedding‘ri_ ng on the left hand, that: it ™

the peculing seneation tertied laughter,
'might not be w
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" iely Lie wonld a-toniszh von with s VERtlg Hils O ; » A M :
e v ori in pieces > whilst other think: that it...

was worn there under the idea of a nerve: proceeding
{rom that finger to the heart. This latter - opinion seems -
makes a musk of mirth to conceal the venom of bis mind. | most favoured by those authors who have noticed the "cus~
tom; particularly Aulus Gellius, who hasa passpge.in the.

It is a dead fraud, that ought not to be pardoned. Speak
to one of these men of happiness, virtue &c., he meets |tenth book of his ¢ Attic Nights,” to this p urport.:—

you with a sneer, ora Lottle-inp kind of chuckle; talk to | Apion says, that, in dissecting bodies, previous to" their °
iim ofany felicitous circumstance, he checks you with a|beisg embalmed, the Egyptians havc founda nerve run--
sardonic grin that frcezes your best intentions. He isa ning ta the heart, from the finger we bave mentioned, and -
type of the death’s head the Egy ptians placed ut their feasts | from none else, wherefore it secms proper that this, being
to check their exuberant guiety. so intimately connected with the hear t, sbovul:d“be dis-
‘There is then yoar fashionable simperer, your laugher, |tinguished from the rest by such an ornameént.” - Of these
a-la-made, your inward digester of small jokes and tittle- | two reasous, bowever, the former is Wil_ho‘ut dispute the
tattle. £fe never laughs, it isa vulgar bubit; the only won-jmore probable, especially as the latter is founded on an- -
der is, that he eats.  Peoplc, he wiill tell you, should jauatonieal ervar. ’ - ’ B o
overcome these vulgar prop ensities ; they are abominable. ) The Jews, also, had a custom °ffh‘s sort .{ﬂﬁhe‘f: mar-
A young man of this class is generally consawmptive ; bis |38, a8 “’e_“ as the Romans, whichl behﬁe‘v.el s con~
lungs bave no play, he is always weak and narrow chest- f"’“ed by their de‘scer'ndants to the present da?"; and w%mt-"
ed ; he vegetates till fifty, and then goes off vvercome with is more worfhy of not.nce, they made use of rings beanng;\,__‘
a puffof sau de rose or millefleur he has encountered acei- { >0™® short Jand l.lppl,lqablf.l motto, generally the words, .,
deatally from the pocket handkerchief of a cheesewmon- M“;fa_l o5 ; .tha_t is, ** Ba it done in a good. hour ;** ana.d- |
ger's wife. : monition which nay prove as u.sefu! i o .iays, as it was -
Last of ull there is your real, good, honest laugher, the thought appropriate when first inscribed on the g Pfu .

. . . . cwish-bride.
man who has a hearl to teel cnd sympathise with tae joys J i b ¢ i . . -
Thus it appears, that we still retain, in all its peculiari- .

and sorrows of others, wio has goae through life superior| . ) :
. . . ties, a custom of universal use amongst the Romans and -
to its follies and has learnt to gather wisdom even from . . g
. . the Jews, to the latter of whom the invention may be
laughter.  Such are the mien who do honor to society, who . . . . | . S
) _ . attributed, if not with certainty, at least witly great pro-
have learnt to be temperate in prosperity, patient in adver- . . : TR
. . ) bability ; one thing we may be assured of|, from thé knqw= ,
wev and avho, having gathered experieuce frow years, aref, .
At o £ life, mingled as it is, | ) ledge we have of that once-favoured people, that they
conten rinn A%~equ ol life, mingled as it is, to enjoy . e ST
oln | ' lo " ) e O ;.h b'tt’ Jo? wou!d not he likely to ndopt sic¢h a custom in imitation of
cainphy the sweeter portion, at uhat the bitter. N o . . '
Tl y . } ﬂ“ . ’ @ lans . "-""‘-wfr oml those by whom they had been subjugated, whilst, on the
1ere 1= Lunge o H aS§s10113. ’ Py ' P
Gre 13 @ SLTange afiimiy w our passions.  Lue oo ~e.jgand, it canpot be supposed that the Romaas, fully -

. . . [TT904
vill frcquently reply ¢ saddest wutellizerce by 3 A . . ;
1 hrequently reply to the s S‘.“‘ eltiz . by a burst aware of the SMkaghich the Jews once held in the scale of *
of the wrost urruly laughter, the efligy ofwinth. It seems o

. . ions, would think an irgation of their ceremonies dero~
us though the passion, like a rude toricnt, were too strong nations, " o

. . o ir own diguity. ' o
te pursue its ordinary course, but, breaking furth from the gntor).r to their own diguity T e ip s [ thea
What were the emblematical sign¥fications of -thg
‘“ wedding ring,”’ has been shownabove, but itsTeal use

narrowy channel that contined it, rushed forth in one hroad

1t 1s the wvuice of anguish that has . .

: was as the token of a covenant made between the parties,
and binding them to cach other for life; in this seuse we .

retain it, and with this signification it was used -by ths
primitive Christians. _ E
Tiic actual aswell as the allegorical meanings ofthe -
¢ wedding ring'’ stiil continve, though their institutiona -
sreno more reinsmbered; and notwithstanding the in-
scription, Jdazal tob, no longer appears uponit, yet its
impert cugiit to remain firwly impressed upon the mind. En-
gagements which are to last forlife should be made <“in
a good hour ;7’ they should be undertaken with cautious’
reflection. Were this always attended to, l1am enthu-
siast enough to believe that they who entered on the mar~ -
ried state, would find it a real Utepia ; as the beginning .
would be propitious, so its continzance would be hﬁppy; '

inzion that he knows
nothing more nbout the matter than that it is a very natural

~ enotion of the senses, generally ariginating with a good
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1oke, and rot unfrequently terminating in a fit of indiges-
tior. 1 he huppened to bie---ns there are inany---n prix-
gish quack, it i3 rot anlikely he would udd, as a sequel,
that it wag an most armanacrly indulgence, particular fa-
voringa determination of blood to the head, nnd decidedly
~calenduted to imjure the fine nerves of the facini orgnn. I
< ‘onthe contrary he should be a gond, honest follower of
* Guler, he would not fail to pronounce it the most fenrfu!l
conmy to his profuession, as being altogether incompatible
¢ with physic and the biues; and, by way of illustration, he
. might go s0 far as to read a chapter of Tom Hood's best,
}gin order to prove the strength of his position.
Lavghter-—good, hearty, cheerful-hearted laughter—is
‘theecho of a happy spirit, the attribute of a cloudless
mind. I.ife without it were without hope, for it is the
exuberance of hope. 1t is an emotion possessed by man
alons, the happy light that relieves the dark picture of life.
We laugh wozt when we are young. ‘The thoughts are
then fico and unfcttered 5 there is nothing to bind their
fizrco inpulse, and we sport with the pagsions with the bold
diwring of ignorance.  Sniles and teurs, it has been obsery-
ed, Collow cuch vther like gloom and sunshine ; so the
ehildisltnote of mirth treads on the heels of sorrow. It
whi bt vesterday we noticed a little urchin writhing ap-
preatly it the ag--s of agraish; he Lind been punished
for sorne trival delinquency, aad his litde ,lspx';'lmzmu.;i‘
_itmose gloriously.  ilew the young dog roared.  1lis fiule
,thesl heay od up and dowu, and every blue vein on his
“pure forehiead was oppareat, bursting with pass‘on.  Anon,
s conciliatory word was addressed 1o hi by the olfended
uzernunte, a siile passed over the boy’s face, his little
es dparkling through a cioud of tears, were thrown up-
d, ztshort struggle botween pride and some more pow-
ui feeling ensued, and then there burst forth such a
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impetuous stream.
chosen a different garb, and would cheat “he sympathies.
But we have ourselves been demonstraiing the trath of

al of laughter, so clear, so full, so tound, it weuld have
% kached the heant of a stoic.

Ouar nztural pussionsand emotions hecome subdued or
shogethaer changed, ax we euter the world.  The Iy ugh of
f¢ schivolboy is checked by the frown of the muster.
:_- is acquiring wisdom, and wisdom—-ve gods, how
flscly Lought! —is incompatible with Inughter. But
fell, al times, when Joosoned from his shackles, the pi-
fang student will burst forth as in days gone by but he
310 Iouger the cue and sction for passion he then had |
8 cares of the world have ulready wingled Lo selves o

our lust proposition, for we have bLeen writing onlaugh-
ter il we have grown sad.  Dut what says the oid seng ?
To-uizht we'il me:ry, merry Le,

To-morrow we'll Lo sober.

But saduess, after all, iv jov dofurred.

WEDDING RINGS.
Inquiries into such of vur popular custows as appear to
owe their existence o tivies long gone by, have often
aflorded wre an interesting wnd, 1nay wdd, in wost cases
a profitable snusenrent, durings the hours of reluxation

\' cop, and bis young spicnt is droopivg beneath their in-
mence,  The laugh of boyhood is a  werry carol 5 but
Be firs rich hiush'hes alrendy passed tway.  The boy
eps the world full of the gay bLuovancy of youth. lle
ks upon those he meets as the piaymates of other hours.
L-expericnce tenches him hor lessoms; the ntural
Pelings of his heart are chocked ; ho may laugh and

from severer siadies.

The use of a ring in the nupual ceremony is one of those
o

estublished custows which lay claim to veryancient origin.

& firmerly, butthe spell, the dreams that cast such a Weo hful that waith the Rumans it was usual to present one
to their bevothed wives even before the day of marriage,

geroand his young days, are dissipatedand hroken. . _ :
?em aze filky ditforent classes of laughers. ‘There is[*® “PPears (rom the following passage in Juvenal.—
Y swooth-fuced, pelitic lavgher, your laugﬁor hy‘ « Digito pignus jortasse dedisti.”
** Perhaps you have already put the ring upou her finger.”’

L &
B ry .
b These brings are grnerully found withia the pre-

Pliny informs us that the ring used on such occasions tvas
a plzin one, unadorned with jewels, and made of iron ;

E x °f a court, at the heels of some great man,to whose
gt ey shupe their passions us a model. Does his
¥ e P.‘m‘y a bon mot it is caught up and grinned at in |but ‘Tertuliin observes, thut at one tizne it was made of
] ,Pol}al.b!e manuer, till, the powers of grimace ex-{gald, which being the purest metal, and continuing the

&> is lordship is pleased to change the subject and {longest without rust or tarnish, might perhaps indicate that

permancat affuction which ought to subsist between mar-

ricd persons : aud for the samg reason, no doubt, the

‘_‘li{ﬁ‘rentchOrd. “Anditis not astonishine. Who
oA teluse 1o laugh for a pension of two hundre.?l a year?
ring was selected as a giftin preference ta other ornaments,
the circle being that figure which the ancients used as an

00N gratitude demands it,
emblem of eternity.

1818 then your habitual laughers, men who laugh by
It is further remarkable, that the ring is to this day!

m{?"‘j.__l’h)'mo or reason. They oare generally
Ayiaced gentlemen, who eat henrty suppers and
pluced on the same finger of the same hand, on whick it
was worn by the Roman matrons. The reasons given,

CHEERFULNEss.—Cheerfulness, which is a quality
pcealiar to man—-a brute being capable only of enjoyment
--opeas like Spring, all the blossoms of the inward man :

a discontented God were a contradiction, and salvation is
an eternity older than damnation. Try for a single day, I -
beseech you, to preserve yourself in an easy and eheerful
frame of mind—be but for vne day, instead of a fire-wor-
shipper of passion and hell, the sunworshipper of clear
self: possession-—and compare the day in which you have
rooted out the weed of dissatisfaction, with that on-which
you huve allowed it to grow up--and you will find your heart
open to every good motive, your life strengthened, and- -
your breast armed with a panoply against every trick of
fate-——truly you will wonder at. your own improvement.-—~
Blackwood.
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BoasTING.—Dean Swiftsays, “Itis with nerrow-
hearted people as with narrow-necked bottles, the less
they have in them the more noise they make in pouring

fee-oud-desies. Thoy will meot you with a -
it out. C

wir. countenance, ‘which, befors you have snid
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