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NOTICE.
Readers of GRPp wvill be pleased at the annauncement that

this paper is hereafter to have the benefit of Mr. Phîllips Thomp-
son's services as Associate Editor. Mr. Thonipson's reptitatian
as a humoraus ivriter is estabhished throughout the Dominion
and beyond ats barders, and nothing further.need be said bere in
bis praîse.

yCommnienimi ot tee Catdootnz.
fL IRD'S EYE VIEW 0F

THE POLITICAL SIT-
UATION.-Mr. Meredith, wvho
has himself repudiated the Ot-
tawa connection-though ini a
rnanner tc>o mild to suit the
Maif-declares that he bas the
solid support of the Ontario
Opposition in the position .he

S bas taken in the present campaîgn, viz.,
a bold stand upon the platform of
*Equal Rights." His first lieutenant,

however,is Mr. Creightan, of the Einpirc,
a gentleman who, no daubt, clings with.

S the fondest affection an.d loyalty ta his
- local leader, but whose nether limb is at

the same time unquestionably shackled
t a the Chieftain, and the Chieftain bas
taken his stand squarely upon the policy
of "-unequal privileges." The Eîîîpire
is, .un fact, p lainly attempting ta serve
two antagonistic masters 'without loving
the ane and hating the other, or cling-
ing ta the one and despising the ather,

and we have it on the highest authority that this csnnot be suc-
cessfülly done. It is with Mr. Creighton rather than with Mr.

Meredith that the fate of tue Conservative Party in Ontario wviIl be
decidcd, ansd the outloo< for those candidates wvhose dependence
is upan the Emipire is far front reassuring. The Government's
position cannot bc said ta be much more certain. The Attorney-
General ie figuratively wvalking a wobbling wire between the two
flsgs, with a balancing pale that bas 10sf the power af balancing.
Meanwhile, the appeiarance the Equal Rights Association's mani-
festa-a document in %vhich the mavement la sharply dissevered
from the interests of bath parties-ncreases the prospect that,
as an atutcame of the contest, a body of inclependent mem-
bers. numeratus enaugh ta hold the balance of pawer, wilI be
found in the next Legislati'e Assembly of this Province.

PLAIN ExZC.LusNH.--The letters sîgned "1Gracchus," which have
of late been appearing in the iii. are excellently written, and
well worthy of n wide reading. Our flrst page cartoon contains
a somewhat lengthy extract from anc of them, which Sir John
Macdonald and Mr. Edwvard ]3lae will hardly be able ta read
without a feeling of self-condemnation. Both these leaders, and
many af their respective follccwers, have characterized the Equal
Rights movemnent as sornething inimîcal ta, the French Canadian
people and ta the Roman Catholic faith, and bave indulged in
specious deprecation of the raising af -religiaus animosîties,"
-racial wars," etc. These appeals in favor of mutual forbear-

ance and natianal unity have an appearance of statesmanship
about them, but when it is discavered (as these erninent indivdu-
aIs no doubt linew quite wvell aIl] along) that tliere le neither race
hatred nor religiaus prejudice in the Equal Rîghts pragramme,
what looked like statesmanship is seen ta be nothing but the
niauthing of pettifagging politiciens.

[OUR PRIZE COMPETITION.
'r0 CONCLtUDF . IAX' 2 4 TH.

ESEWHERE in tliis number wiill be found
aL printed bellot. It' %vîll appear in the

six issues follaw'ing, that le, up ta May 24 th.
During these seven weelis we hope ta have a
lively vating competition on the question:

Isthe Mow'at Government worthy ofa
Renewal of Ptublic Confidence?"

ta h esna aeo Mr. J. XV. Bengough. wvho xviii keep themn
safly ntl te 7thOfMay, wvhen uhey xvill be delivered ta a
commtteerepeseningbath political parties ta be officially
couted th reulttobe published in the nuniber Of Gîuu' for

willbe mde nown asabovc stated. ini thC issue Of GRiP, dae d
May, ,5 'st.

Ballots nuay be sent in qpen envelapes under i cent postage,

850 IN CASH
will be awerded ta, the persan xvho mast nearly guesses the total1
number of ballots that will be sent in before MaY 24 th.

CABLEGRAM anniounces that the
British Government interuds ta dis-
allow the Copyright Act recently
passed et Ottawa. No doubt there

\ will be the usual whining complaints
about injustice ta Canada froni somne

~kof aur couitemporaries. But what else
can we expect as long as we reniain a
Britîsh colony? 0f course the IBritish
Govcrnment are acting in this imatter,
as in everyting else in xvhich they
intermeddle, in thie it,terest of Eng-
lanid and against those of Canada.

/, - Well, and why flot ? Do you expect
~' / I gland ta have ail the trouble and

responsibility arising frorn Canada's
connection w'ith her for nothing ?

The Canadian people by a large rnajarity say they do
not want ta sever the colonial tie. Then tbey ouglit to
bear its disadvantages patiently. To boastoaur "loyalty»


