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fleets of England and France, in 1673, gaining one of those great

imt hard-eau ned victories whici have immortalized his name.

i left the 1-lague much pleased with the city and its environs,

taking treksélhuyt for Leydein, where I arrived in aboutthreehours.

The canal~affords cirming views, in consequence of Lte cultivated·

state of the country; but that part of it which passes througlh Voor-

burg, being-the direct road frou Delft ta Leyden, is more deliglht.
frl still. .Along the side of the canal is the post-road lith its ave-

nue of trees, ad country is bright and gay, consisting of meadows

and pastures, and sprinkled over with farm houses and coüntry

seats. Voorburg itself, which is supposed to ie the ancient Fo-

rui Adriani, is a beautiful village, seemingly miade up of country
seats, and surrounded by verdant fields. The geieral style of these

dwellings were mach alike. A barn of neat construction, often

fauciful, sonetimes elegant, stood back among the trocs, witlh its

appropriate out-Inmildings. The grounds were euriôusly laid out,
but always iwith verdant hedges, sometimes trained up to the ieight
of ten feet, at others, clipped down ta two or thrce, sometimes

shavedi perpendicularly to resemble a thin fence, and occasionaily
cut off on the suntimit, and made thick andi heavy like a wali. la

the gardons and across the fields, were walks laid out ii various

tastes, generally gravelled, and iavi;ng smnall seats or benches bere

and there under the shade. Ofteathines beautiful villas rose among
princely groves and gardons, witi long avenues of trees and shrubs

cpening a magnificentvista te thecanal. In alniost every case, a

sumamer house stood on the very edge of the canal, shotwing the

strong attachinent of the Duteh to. the water, which leads to tieir
construction upon the sedgy border of their canals, instead of in

the recesses of a grove or a shrubbery. These littlesumxmer houses

are fanciful in form, frequently an octagon, with a Ciinese roof,

nnd generally having the naine of the estate painted upon thmem in

conspicuous letters, such as ' Mei Veit,' ' Duyten ust,' ' Velden
Vaart,' 'Zomner Lust,' and other names ithe same taiste of pretti-
ness, near akin to affctation.

The reather being mild and delightful, with a briglit sun and
clement sky, on manîy of the estates were see» persons amusing
theuselves in their tranquil way. Little parties sat in the open
sunimer bouse; or under the trees, eatintg,drinking coffee, or smok-

ing, or strolling in the smooth and shady avenues. Ladies-Were
sometimes angling in the canal with tieir long fishing rods, some-
tites reading or sewing at the iwindows of a fantastic littie pagoda.

3leanwiIle the camal itself was busy with life and industry. Hiere
the nat treksehuyt, with its animated freight, glided c(uickly along,
greeted continually with salutations froni thlie sheore, and occasion-
zally stopping for an instant to take in or land a passenger. Little
boats now and thoenl shot across the canal from a farm-bouse to bring
hione the master, flot seldoi rowed by tlie thrifty vruuw ierself.
Nav, rpeatediy did I met a humble packschuyt, slowly dragged

along, riat y a wneary horse, butt Iy the schipper, by bis vroutr,
and more than once by a small girl and boy, one befure the other,
tugging at the boat rope iy mns of a leatheru strap passed over
the sehoulder and around the vaist: whil ithe canal iras gnuite as
lively with boats as iit had been fronm aRotterdam to Delft, the
shores were umuchl more tasteful and picturesque, owinîg l ithe nun-
ber and variety of the -villas, and the shruls and trecs whiel adornetd
themu, in this the heart of HollanmL

li tfact, I had now anrived in that listrieut lofthe country hiicht
is called Rhynland, being su higly fîinned for its fertility as to be
considered the gardon of Holland. It forms au extensive district,
cf which Leyden is the centre, being intersectei by the old or ge-
nuine Rhine, wbich passes through tlte mnidst ofthe city itself, but
is hoere a suaill secondary stream. It presents on all sides the mrost
agrecable views, the richest cultivation, the finest faris, in short,
lie perfection of agricultural industry. It is bere tihat yeu find
the best bread, and abeve ail, the sreetet miik and butter, he

largest atnd tust prodnctive cows. Havinîg been the original seat

of the ancient Catti and Batavi, and afterward one one of the great
£tations of the Romans, it 'foundelid the Lugdununi .Batavorum
out or noar the spot where Leyden nowumstands, it abounds it anti-
quities, at the saine tinie itat it exhibits al] the fruits of early and

long-continued cultivation, in the sate of the soil and the quality
of its productions. A large portion of this territory iras reduced
', the state of a suînken morass in the ninth century, in consequence
of a trenmendous tempest, which iheaied up the sand on the coast,
ad completely Lmmed ulithe bed of the Rhine. 'Thus itreinain-
td for nany centuries, until the persevering Holander, who Iad
vw-arred against the sea so suecessfuily on other occasions, and re-
deemed from its ravages the richest of their provinces, at length
undertook t drain this unfortuînate region. To construct a canal
fram the Rhine t the son, hiich stould effectually drain the in-
undatd te'rritory, woumldi ho easy ; but as thec cuaianold be cati-
siderably belowr t-ho loevel of thue sea aitihigh tide, anti subject ta
violent shoeks inc a meather,-it required great ingenuity, and
mwo boldinesa, ta effect lthe jumnction aof thtis canal iwith lte acean. It
wias flinlly acconipiished by.means aof a triple sot ut' filood.gates con-
structedi at the village cf Katwyk-op- Zoo, and ut' sucht salit mate..
riaIs mmd workmanshuip, mus la bld effeetual dlefiane la the wavtes.
At ebb, tide lte gales are opened, anti suifer the water la pass off';
anti ni floodi, tbey. arc closedl, and protet the canal fram lthe inrads
aof:the sea, ramnking among the mosit impartat wrks ot' te kindi
inm Hlland.

Aid te deadi l of the rurrounding country, thme verdiant

ramparts;of Leyden, the groves of trecs around and within it, and
especially the dark mass of buildings overtopped by the tower of

St. Peters, and the ruins of the castle of Altenburg, all conspire to

give to the city a distinguished and striking aspect,, as you gradu-

ally approach it, and at length reac the liead of the canal just
without its gates. It contrasts the more strongly wîith the level

meadows you are passing through, fron being itself sligitly ele-

vated in some parts, so as to give its buildings a grenter relief; for
except the dykes raised by human industry, and the small sand-

bills on the sea-shore, the whole district seemnsas flat as the sur-

face of a lake. And liere the eanalshave for so many ages fiowed

tranquilly in tieir level bed, that the banks are. grown up with
shrbs, thick grass anti sedge, as if Nature hersel, unaided by man,
had created the verdant clannel. Frequently, ahso, the water is
nearly covered, vith a snall floating pond wreed, naking a deepi
green surface in those small canals wlere there is no beating, and
by the sides of the larger ones, which are constantly traversed.

Indeed, there is more or less of this, floating weed on all the canals,

although it is closer in' proportion as the wiater is more conpitely

deprived of tovemnent. Internixedwith this, are the larger water
plants, including the pond-lily, with its full white:flowrer, in ap-

pearance resenbling ours, but destitute of its exquisite fragrance.
Such are the general features of the faimous district of Rhyiland,
and particularly of theimmediate vicinity of Leydeu.
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THE WHITE MOUNTAIN TURNPIKE IIOUSE.

EY S. B. BEcICETT.

We bad been wandering all day amongi the wild andi magnificent
crags of the Kiasarge nountain, and at night, weary anti hungry,
wvere spurring ourjaded steeds tovards the mountain inn ,whiei a
tempest overtook us. The chilly wind, accompanied with a pelt-
ing rain, rushed in sudden gusts through the gorges of the hills,
and soon we were drencheil with rain and shivering with cold, al-
thaughit was then midsuinmer ; and right glad we were wlien we
caine 1insigit of tlie turnpike liouse. The old tol gatherer, wlo

dwelis here with lhis wife and about a score of cildrciien,-rosy girls
and rugged urchins, ahnost a fortune in these wrild districts,-offer.
ed us a earty welcomne; and the good dame bustled about to make
us comfortable, and sent lier sons for norefuel, althoughi the im-
mense fire place was amost filed with huge logs and flamingbrands.

No sooner iad we got snugly seated by the fire, than our cortege
receivei an accession in the person of an antiquated pedlar, whose
merry look and rogîuisi eye, and the ease iwith ic he esconced
himself into the good wrife's arm chair, to the exclusion of its lawful
tenant, imarked him as one from whon we might derive amuse-
ment. The genial warmth of the lire, and a ropast of coarse bread,
)èrked bear'imeat-,betries and-inillys6n inade us comfortamble,
-and an merry timo ie hatid of it, while without all ias tumult and
commotion. The blaek, conglomerated clouds were spread from
hill to hill like a pall; the wind roared among the seraggy spectre-
pines, and the earth trembleil to the sound of the thousand torrents
that, swollen by the sud den rains, iwrere'working themselves to wrath
and foam along their rocky channels. Often were we startled by
the thiunder of sone rock that Lie storm hladi undermtined, or the
erash of some litge trec tliat had been uproosted and huried far
down the hills by the frantie inds ; and the wreck of nmany a noble
oak and pine floated on the turbulent bosom of the Saco, that rush-
ed by in one broad sieet o? foam. ,Our little tnement.roked to
its foundation ; but it was closely and compactly built, and iad for
yeirs witistood the wild strms of thie his, su liat we hadat nO feir.
Snugly ensconced around the ire, we whiled.away hlie evening, by
telling anecdotes, and, among others, our grey-ieaded pedlar re-
lated the folloiing, which lie dighilied by the title of

TIIE SToRY Or TIE BLCiK FIDDLE1.

I aini an old man, sait the pedlar, as you may see by my grey
airs, and by the crow's fLet on my forebead. I have lived in and

about these parts for the matter of sixty years. Wlien I first came
to this section of ite country, I settled in the town 'of Greenfield.
The town was then but thinly populated--never a mill stood heside
its fair streams, and, only here and there iras the density of the
iroods broken by the clearing of soie hardy farmer. But the
whole region was infested with walves-luug-linibed, gaunt, blear-

eyed, savage devils-.nothing could witlistand their rapacity. Tieir
dismal howlings were lieard throughte long, dreary wiater nights,

sweeping fron the black pine forests, and often have I seen then,
wien niglît 1ad scarcely in, steal-ing along the edge of the Woods,
or galloping in single file across the snoiwy open fields. Many was
the tale that reached us of horses and oxei, and sometimes even
mon have been Iorn to pieces anti devoureti by them.

But frolic andi padime were t'alluwed in those danys as they.
flai arc. We htad ta woark itard--but thon ire hati our ituskintgs,
our skating frulcs, andi our quiltins, our apple-bees: anti I de
believe that peuple were happier then titan lut these enlightenedi
timtes i On thec long init evenings, iwhen lthe moon iwas hanging
al inc teclear colt sky, iihoiut a chaud to intercept ber 1ighZ-j

wiben lte toughnecss of lte country ires conceaieti by anclent, broken-
mandle of wrhite, anîd nmyriads cf gliiering icicles dopendet f'rom
tite tank forest plats and broadi-armedi leafles caks, dit lthe lads, and
sametimeos the chier falka, soek lthe frozeon streamns andt lkes for a
biout aithatir;g anti of limes vote the farm bouses vacatedl by oldi

and young, lad and lass, for some far-off merry making.' Ah ! these

vere happy imes, continued the old man, would that it were noir
winter, and that these stif'limbs had the flexibility to skim over the

frozen strean, amidst the lone and silent scenes of the days of my

>youth.I
There was a negro, who, odd as it may'seem, generally took the

lead in all our diversions. ]lowever, we did not think so much of
colour as we do now. Congo iras the -most noted character in the
settlement, lie knew the art ofdancing to perfection-could playon
the violin, and lhad, apowerful voice for singing. Aamerry fellow
was Congo, with a phiz as black as the wing of a raven-viti hazle
cyes-and a nose thtat took so conspicuous a stand in lis frontis.
piece, as to completcly crow d out of countenance those usually ii-

portant appendages to ithe human face divine, denominated cheeks,
and with a nputh that, when distended to let out one oflhis broad.
iaugis, shoWed ivory almost from car to car. But then every hi-
dy loved him fur his good nature, and no merry meeting wasdem-
ed complote without him. I have been thusparticular in describ-
ing bim, as lie is the principal.subject of my story.

But to go on;: one night, about the flrst of December, onceof our.
neiglhbours, wliIved about five miles distant, iras to have a iiusk-
ing Allthe neiglibours were inited, and, as usual, Congo and
lis tiro stringed fiddle ivere cngaged. He appeared in due time,
acquitted himselfinanfully in husking the cor and eating thesup.
per, after wlîich lie tookhlis station in,the huge, yawnîting chinnev
place, with a few flourishes on his stringed instrumnent; announced
to the yourgsters that h wias ready for the dance. .lere let me
observe, that a Yankee lusking frolie in those days was much after
the fashion of those described in these tires. First, thesourn haid
to be divested of its natural clothing--all eli red tars being the per -
quisites of the girls, to be redeemed by kisses fronthe listy farnl.
ers' sons. Then caime the supper, when the bilrds groaned under
the load of edibles they had to sustain-baked beans and lnldian
puddings, fowis, and meats, roasted broiled or boiled--pandowdies,
pumpkin pies, and mince and apple ;- and for drinks, thee was'
sometines coffee, and always switéhell and. sling; bounce and ci-
der. After which came the dancing-double an d single slhufflht
reels in every sunse of the word, and jigs; uind some4ines an nm-
bitious Orlando aspired to a hornpipe. This brought the frîlio
generally to a late hour, and-it was time to separate. Well, at the
ltusking of whicl I have been speaking, Congo, lavinig run tlirough
the whole of the above items, and received in payment.for the gle
sonie discourse of his viol, a leg of vel--for provisions and produeèò
were the lavful tender in those times-began to adjuýî his skates ta
depart for home by wy oav othe river. [tiwas in vain tiatîthehoýt'<
urged him to stay until morning, "andi spkokue of th danger ôfthe k
volves being lured by thescent of the mient, Coýgo&w'àsí ot afraid
of the iolves i Taking bliddle in a'e:hand and the vèal int

other, lie swung away on the blue ice, qin)vas soon lost4 to vie fa
on the surface of the river.

On lue sped. It wias - lonely traet-the ic glainced and tho
snow sparkled t cithe round moon--thie d warf bircels on the ilbanks
bent under thcir accumulated burdens of snow, and the tall pjines
in the distance grew up grim and shadowy, but there was nover <
house nor building of any kind in sight; and but for the sound of
his skates, scouring the ice, an ominous silence kept watch over
every object around.

A long, low howl, Car in ie forest, suddenly woke the echoes of
solitude ! Another and another followed. Congo felt the perspi-
ration starting from every porc in his body, and lie quickened his
speed The yells gre nearer and more distinct, until a long-leg-
ged nonster, wirit a tremendous bound, broke froin the thicket that
skirted the river's banks, searcely a furlong's distance from the ne-
gro. Others fllowed, until scores of the monsters iwere on the ieo
in pursuit of him ; and their yells almost froze the blood in his
veins. Now was the time for him to try his skil. -He almost flew
along, and the ice being vcry glary, the iolves could scarcely do
more than hold their way wnith hlm.

At lengtli he came ta sightof a building--he knew the place well
-aind ained for it. It iwas à dark and desolatefabric, and hud once
been occupied as a schoolhouse, but beiig at a distance from the
main seitlement, it had been vacated. The chimaey hadl been ta-
ken dçwn, but a ladder was left, reaching to the square hole in the
roof, from whici it protruded. Thithcrvaird Congo sped. He
reached te bank of the river, a fewI leaps in the Inow brought him
to the door, and seeing the ladder, le nouttd tio the roof, and
pusied it down iafter him. On came the wolves at full speed, yell-
ing like fiends, and sprung intoc the door pelli mell, just as the ne-
gro Lad snuîgly seated on the roof. ''here was many a crack and
crevice in the old building, throughx which the wind found free ac-
cess, and no, sooner had the wolves entered than a suddèn gust
siammied lo lte door ; thte iatcht caughtt, and the•monsters were thuis

comnpletely entrapped. Conçu lookedi down through the hle, anti
rubbed bis hands writht mucht satisfaction. H-e couldi sec lteir dimn
focrims d5oving about like spectrey l ite dark, and civeras they iook-
ed up towards him, their eyes gleamedi like balls cf lire. But Le
soon beganlto fee ltar bis situation iras itot so comtfortable after ail..
h t was a stinging cold night, andi thec sudden transition frein thte
heat and perspiration which his strenuous excitions htad creaîtd,.îo
inacti'vity, eâused him ta feecl lthe rigour more forciby-and atheu
luow wras ho lu be relievedi fromi lis thraidam ?

At 1engtih îhetght eof bis fiddle--a bappy thoauglt:! lie touceh-
cd the ntrings, and' lmunched away int bis quaint. old reels wi.


