» THE PEARL: DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.. -

wards the c.'ﬂ.n and slarr) heaven, and amazement ! to }u, sight
was revealed a new and dazzling Star, bright, and soft, and
wweet, and lovely, serene and glorious as his Marion, whow it so
. splendidly resembled in every attribute and quality.  * It is'my
Marion 1" he gasped, ‘¢ it is herself. She is not lost,~she is nat
«lone ! We are together—we are together, for cver and for ev er.
Come to me, darhn« of my breakmrr heart, or take me to thyself,

Cotne.’ ‘ o
# * % Inan iostant lhe orb, the new aud Bril]iant lustre of the

sky, barst from the sphere, and sunk to the carth, leavi ing a loug
white gleam of light "behind. - It was but an exhalation of the air,
a vision for-the momeunt, more unreul and transitory than the wor-
tul brightness which distempered fancy had elected it 10 restore.

Prone fell the lover 4o the dust. ---the spark of hﬁ., like the pe-
rished Star, was extinguished.

# * * Were they urited for ever and for ever? They slept
tngether, side by side, in the same village churchyard, and on a
single marble tablet was sculptured-—*‘ A Farrineg STAR.”

~THE SPANI(ISH ROBBCR-
.. | .BY GEDRGE !IOG_\RTH.
A noted “pnmsh brigand a short time ago, at Madrid, expiated
-on the scaffold the-atrocities of his life. Mis bistory, as it trans-
‘pired on his trial,"is sufficient to furnish the grovad-work of a
romdntic tale or mclo-drame, according. to- the -most approved
fushion of the day ; though its 'incidents are of themselves wild
.and strange enough, even w ithout any aid from fction.

The pame of Beltran Labrador had long epread terror through
the ‘country round Madrid. He was naot content with the vulgar
crimes of robbery and murder, but took a fiend-like pleasure in
putting -his victims to the most horrible tortures. Al the inven-
tiens of the ruffians whe, under the name of clauffeurs, perpe-
trated such horrible cruelties in France during the Revolation,
were poar and conimon-place con':pured to his devices for pro-
tracting the agony ol the wretches who fell into his hands. At
the head of it band of followers as ruthless a3 himself, he sudden-
ly surprised the unsuspecting inmates ol svmme peaceful dwelling,
and, having done.his work of plunder and deuaib, disappeared,
leaving no clue by which his footsteps could be traced. liis
-gecurity was no doubt owing to his exterminating policy ; for he
always took care to leave behind him no living witoess of his
crimes, '

In the village of Alameda del Valle, near Madrid, there lived a
respectable farmer of the name of Ramon Espinosa, who passed
for 8 man of substance, and was undersiood to keep in his house
n contiderable sum of money. He lived, with his wile, his
daughter, and his son, a chiid of eight years old, in a hopse nt
some short distance from the other houses of the village. One day
" he had brought hume some oranges, and, wishing to put them out

_of the little boy’a reach, “he luid them ‘on the top of a large press
which stood in the kitchen ; but this difficulty was ot sufficicnt
o baulk the appetite of a boy of that age. In the evening, find-
ing himself left alone for o few minutes, he began to scrainble to
the tap of the press, in order to get at the oranges, and had just
reached it when he heard the door open.  Afraid of being caugiit
in the nct of theft, and not having time to get down, he laid himn-
self fat on the top of the press, coucealed by the ledza which ran
alony its front. Tis mother apd sister came in and noticed his ab-
" sence, but without vheaeiness, thinking he had gone into a neigh-

bour’s house ; and they werg preparing to go for him, whan they

heard a knocking at the house-door. They both ran to open it,
when three men, wasked,and armed, rushed in and seized them,

‘threatening them with instant death if they uttarcd a sound. The
offians” then' commanded the women, with horrible threats and
imprecations, to show lhem where Ramon kept his money.
“I'lere either was none, or the women did oot kaow where it wus
~ kept, and they aLco:dnwly protested thelr ignorance. The rob-
bers beat them snvawe!y, and st about. ransicking every place
they could think of, even the press on the top of which the poor
* ¢hild Jay trembling, but without' being able to discover the ebject
‘of their search. Their diznppoiniment. rendered them furinus.
Lubrador, finding o pair of piucers, began using it as an inetru-
ment of torture to compel the women to speak. They contipued
10 protest their ignorance of any money being in the house ; aund
the robber, thrusting the pincers inte the fire, heated them red-hot,
and with them tore the (esh in large pieces from the bones of his
victims, Iiven this horrid cruelty fuiled in its cffect. The
miserable women in their agony could only ery that they had
nolhmv to tell ; and, to complete the tragedy, the miscreant, hav-
ing pot a-vessel of oil on the fire, poured the boiling liquid on the
most tender parts of their bodies, till they expired under the vio-
lence of their.torments.

The ruffians, thinking th emselves now without witnesses, set
.about their work of plunder, haviog previously taken off their
masks ; so that the little hoy, who had escaped their search al-
most by a miracle, and had witnessed tha whole dreadful scene,
obtained a view of their hideons faces. 'They packed-up the
most valuable articles they-could find, and departed.

The poor child; half dead with grief and harror, crept down from
his hiding-place, and gave the alarm. A pursuit immediately

took place, but without effegt. It was discovered thut the rob-jis
bars bad entered Madiid ; butat thegates-of the cily ull traces of
them were Jost. Descriptious of th pir persons 4 and of their horses
were nger to the police ; strict scarch was made in all the inns
and stables of Madrid ; but for & considerable time every effort ay]
discovery was (ruitless. ‘

At last, in the.night of the 18th Novomber 1336 Don 1' rauciseo
Huerta the commandant of the city patrole, making his rounds, and
going along the Passage of the Conservatory (Travesia del Con-
servalorio,). observed near theé door of one Gabriel Catlun, n
working mason, a quantity of stable-liiter, w hich had not been
swept away. The commandant entered this man’s house to reprove
him for his negligence, when Catalan said he had no horses.
Thia denial appeared suspicious ; and, being urged und threateaed f{b
by the commandant, the man at length confessed that he had
three horses in his stable, of which he delivered up the key. The
horses were recognised as belonging to Labrador nnd his gang;
and Catalan, being closely preased declured that ono of them
belonged 1o Jose Perez, a Galician, whe lived in the street of the
Panaderos, at No. 14, in the second floor ; .nnother to- Lenndro
Portizo, in the street Santn Brmtm ; und the third to a Cntulomun
whose reS|dence he could. not point ont. e added that, Toar
days beldre, these men had returned from “tho country with their
horses, nnd that th) were in 1he lmbxt of " lakmrr Trequent jour-
hlBa ' : ‘
huvmrr obhmed theae pnruculnrs, :Don TFrancisco Tluertn im.
medmtcly repaired to’ the residence of Jose Perez, whom' he

vant admitted that he did. ‘He was carried to prison, and judicial
investigations set on foot. On being examined, he declared that
his name was Jose Perez, and that he was born at Oviedo.- All
the parigh registers of that city and its neighbourhood ~were
searchied, butno entry of any such name was found in them ; and
jn the couree of the proceodings he was identified by several per-
sons as the fameus robber MHeltran Lnbr.:dor, a Frenchman by
birth, and atinker by trade. He was nlso recognised as having
been formerly conderned, on one occasion to four years’ im-
prisonment, and on-another o the same punishment for tan yenrs,
though he had on both occasions found maeans to muake his
escape. Dut his career was now ended. Afier n long time spent
in collecting the necessary evideace, he waa ut length brought to
trial,” and condemued to die by strangulation (e! garrofe vile.)
On the °7th of October lust-this centence was exccuted.

This man’s fate inepired none of the compassion. usually felt
even for great criminale, when they are abont to explaw lhelr
misdeeds by o shumeful death. The ferocity ol' his counu.nuncc
excited disgust ; his emal! and hollow eyes gleamod with oxtri-
ordinary brightness ; and his whole deportment-was markod wuh
brutal indifferance, which showed that he was capablo of com-
miiting every enormity without emotion und without remorse.

His deportment in his last houra was marlked by several charac-
teristic traits. When his gentence was read to him in prison, he
continned emoking with great culmness, and heard it to the end
with indifference. When it was finished, he’ declared -that his
namn was not Beltran Labrador, but Jose Perez ; ; that he was
no Frenchman, but a Spaniard, born und baptized at Orenea
Some moments afterwurds he appeared to bo suddenly exclled
and uttered several indecent and blasphem ous expressions, but
almost immediately resumed his usual quiet and carsless mannet.
IIe was visited by a priest, who began to exhort him to penitence
dnd amendment. ¢ Amendment !" cried ho ]uuwhmw ;¢ what
ia the use of resolving on amendment > T shall not sin any- moro ;
they won’t give me time for that now,” The pricst endea\'oured
to rouse him by describing the eternal fortures'of the damned:
‘Hhope." was his answer, “ that] ghall get a discount of - the

ing again, [ have been in hell to ail intents and purposes, "and
have secn the very devils themselves. Thej came to ma every
Saturday, in'the shape of officers and '1|gu ozils—a set of as ugly
devils as there aro in hell 12

The day before his ezccution he was in a somewhat balter
frame of mind. Ile confeased his erimes, and recouuted a fear-
ful tissue of enormities. The priest endeavoured to persuade
him to marry a woman who had lived with him a Jong time, ang
by whom he had a daughter, ‘sixteen years old, He obstinately
refused, till he was about to proceed to the scaffold, when-he
gave his consent. A dolay of a few hours was obtained,” a no-
tary was sent for, the marriage ceremony was performed, and the
certificate drawn up and signed.  This solemnity seemed 1o have
some effect on the ruflinn’s mind ; and he now declared that his
real namo was Bertrand Bue, and that he was a native of a small
village in France.

When the moment of his depurture for the scafold was come,
he walked with a firm step, and an air-of the ntmost composure.
He took leave of his companions in prison with some appearance
of feeling, requesting them to pray for him, and to say a * sulve’’
to the. Virgin for the repose of his soul.  When he.was mounted
on the ass (according to the usual manner Jin which criminals in
Spainare conveyed to the scafloid) .he ndJusted himself cnrefully
in his seat, and then, turning to the escort said to them, ‘“Now,

|gentlemen, let us move on, if you plense.” Ile maintained . the

arrested. Perez denied’ that he possessed any horse, but his ser*

two years J have been keptin prlson ; for there,”’ he added, Inug_h- :

countenaace, yieldad his necl\ to the execulloner
Thls man met his fate with a semblunce of cournge and ﬁrmness .
woithy of a martyr to some great or holy:cause. . His very 10"'
lurity uctually brings to mind the Jast moments of* Sll' 'l‘homa‘
Moore. How litle is to be gathered from mere munncr ! i

grimes, and whose mind must really have possessed the cownrdu:a
which is constantly allied to craclty, could:not have-had a ghm-
mering of: the sentiments which have cnabled so- many of ‘the
best and bravest of men to conduct themselves, in outward- show
ut lenst, pracisely as he did. In this, as in other thian, eXx:

lnnce of exalted virtue.

Tuk ASTATIC Jt‘inxw.g L. Apil 1889 ; No:' cnx.—Tho."
nomber for this month contains many important notices of the pro-
eress of society in the East, logether with several highly interest-
ing translations ; umong them the followma tnlc abounding in that
beautiful allevory, pathos and sentimenty so prcdommant in~ the
works of Asu.mc wnter’:—lt is entitled : - .

"The FJnuns a tale from the Bostan. .

'lherq raged, one year, such a [’amme in Dumnscus, that fnendn
forgot the ties of ['nendshlp., : - :
So mmrurdly had:the hervens: become towards em'lh ‘that ncnher,
sown-fcld nor pa]m-tree had their hps refroshod with moisture,

- The ancient fountains were dried up, and-no water remumed
but the orpbans’ tears ! ‘ o
It any sinole- urose from a. chlmney, it was but the wrdow 5.
sigh L RIS -
Isaw thic tracs stnpt and bare, ]lkﬂ the destitute Darwesh : the
strong-of~arm relnxed, and tho vigorous reduced to d)qtress. )

No verdure on the mountain—no green shoot in the gtuden : the
locust lind devoured the orchard,.and mian the locust.

In this state, a friend nppeurcd before me, w:th nolhlmr bnt skin
lelt upon his bones. ‘

I whag strick with amazement, inasmuch us He'wos a pm gon ol‘
rank, and ample means, and substgiice. ’

To him I s'ud « Oh, wmthy friend, tell me whnt calunuly has.
bcfullen thee?*’" : oL e

"He was offended, and veplied,
V’hcn thou knowest, and_jet askest, thy-question is'to be blnmcd

“t Soest tlxou not ‘that, distress: lms come to’its hemht-—tlmt cnln'
mxty has renchcd its: summlt’ SRR

-

)

‘o.-t ‘4‘,'

tho pmson is mortul ‘only. lhm e whelo the anudote is not at hand'-

What has a duck 1o fear-from a defuge 27 .
_'The enlightened man gazed on me with that look of plty nnd
concern which a sage bestows upon’a simpleton.
«Q my.fncnd,’_’_btud he, ¢ although a man be on shore, he’
reposes not at ease while his comrades are-sinking in the wave.
“1t is not onaccount of my' own destitution that my fuce is.
sallow: it is sympathy with the desmutc that has Dblanched my
cheek. , -
¢ The man ot' ﬁ.ehnn' likes not to behold o soro on the bod} of
i fcllow-cre'nure, any more than on hIS own.
e Pralsed be God, that although I am myself -unseathied,
frame irembles wnlr cmotion whenI beheld a wound upon my
neighbour ! N ‘
. The enjoyment of liim that is soun«l in hc.lltf: ia troubled, by
whose side. s stretched the enfeebled victim of discase.”
“ When I sce that the poor Darwesh has not eaten, the, morsgl.
turns, on my own palate, to poison and pain.
¢ How can he, whose fricuds are in a dungeoa, any longer ﬁnd~
enJoyment in_his garden ?’

FAsIII0NADLE Socm'rv.-—lt is fnr beyond our power, and.
we believe much higher powers than ours, to penetrite the secret
motives und latent causes that govern the different phuses, aspects.
and changes that influence the orbits of fashionable sqciety.  Why
one stur i3 ‘to-day tv be Jord of the ascendant, and o-morrow
struck from its course ; why one dignitary is all powerful jn one °
set, and totally powerless in anothier ; what rivalrics aro occasion-
ed by whut causes :---wit, taste, politics, party warfare, birth,
and precedency, court ﬁnour, to say nothing of beauty and men-"
tal accomplishmentg---all - thesc have their influence, and divide
the world under different chiefs.” One great lady is touchante ; |
another is piquanle ; another a poetess ; ancther a blue ; most
of them fine. Among tho gentlemen, there is'the high conrtier 3 .
the high whig ; the giver of dinners ; the giver 6f balls' ;. the af—
fable ; the supcrcrhous ; the sayer of good things ; the sayer of
nothing ;. the lady’s man;; tho 'talking man. Among all. thesc, '
both men and womien,. there may bo acquamtzmce but no xumt,)ri
intercourse, but no 1dent1ty ; they are separated by Jcalousy,
avoid intimacies, and, among the fine class, covet, or as the’ cass
may. be, have a horror of introductions.
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monster, whose life was- stwined wuh 1118 blucl\est tnd- fbuses “,‘ ;
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s Whither is lhy reason fled 27 \!

¢ "Though others are permlnnﬂr of inanition, you are wealthy. "\’
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tremes may meet, and brutal inscnsibility may.assume -(he. sem=- ;"
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