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Canada between the Provineial Synod of 1889
and that of 1892 was 233, 125 being Deacons,
anl 108 Priests. The largest number ordained
in auy single Diocese was in that of Ontario,
where 33 persons were admitted to the Diacon-
ate within the three years, Toronto and Huron
fullowing next in order with 27 each, Montreal
third with 16, Nova Scotin fourth with 13,
Fredevicton 5, and Niagara 4. Tho largest
number ordained to the Priesthood was in the
Diocese of Toronto, which reported 25, Ontario
taking second placo with 22, Huron third with
21, Montreal fourth with 16, Nova Scotia fifth,
14, Fredericton and Niagara having respee-
tively 6 and 4. Thoe total number of Clergy
in 188990 for the Eeclesiastical Province, omit-
ting Algoma and Quebee, was 780, which in-
creased in 1890-91 to 792, and in 1891-92 to 804.
The absence of returns from Algoma and Que-
bee is to bo regretted, as it is impossible to
«how the actual inerease in the several parti-
culars reported upon.

As to Church population the Report called for
particulars, (a) of the number of Families,
(1) of the number of Souls, and (¢} of the num-
lwr of Communicants. As to the number of
families, no report was received from “Loronto,
Predericton and Niagara, The total for Nova
Seotia, Montreal, Ifuron and Ontario in 1889-
4 was 36,279, which bad increased in 189192
10 38,279, (b) The number of souls or indivi-
duals was reported from all the dioceses exeept
Montreal, and the total for 188990 was 274,-
238, amd, in 1891-92, 241,379.

(¢) Communicants,—The seven dioceses re-
ported as to Communicants, the result being
that in 1889-00 the total was 70,658; in 1800-01,
0415 in 189192, 78,135,

The returny as to Baptisms were made from
the seven dioceses, and also show an increasc
cach year; being, in 1889-90, 11,663; in 1890-
N1 12,4035 in 1891:92, 12,917,

1t will be noticed that in each of the particu-
lurs referred to there has been an advance from
year to year, but not as great as would prob-
ably appear had the returns been complete from
the whole of the nine dioceses within the Ecclesi-
astical Provinee,  Probably, too, these roturns
are not strictly aecurate and complete, it
always baving been found difficult to get satis-
factory returns from the various parishes and
Still, we think it a matter of con-
gratulation that the Synod tock in hand the
work of securing statisties of The Church, and
also that the result of this, the first eftort, hus
been so far satisfactory. Doubtless greater at-
tention will be paid in the several dioceses to
the matter from year to year, and the returns
mude at the next Provincial Synod will prob-
ably be more accurate and complete, and better
show the true strength of The Church than
either these or the Census returns, We have
always felt that The Church does not appear as
mumerically strong as we fecl sure she is in the
Duninion,

issions,

Svxpay ScnooL WoRk is rightly regarded by
all religious bodies as of the highest importance,
and probably greater attention is paid to its de-
velopment by the religious bodies surrounding
The Clurch than by The Church itself. Such,
atail events, was the case in England some

years ago, and we fear is still the ease in this
Eeclesiastieal Province. Wo find from an ex-
amination of the statistics sent in by the
Bishops, as above mentioned, to the last Pro-
vindial Synod, that the total number of Sunday
Sehool scholars reported for the seven Dioceses
of Nova Scotia, Toronto, Fredericton, Montreal,
IIuron, Ontario, and Niagara, for 1889-90, was
67,011 ; for 18%0-91, 70,527; and for 1891 92,
74,101, Probably,if returns had been received
from Quebec and Algoma, the total number of
Sunday Schoot scholars in this Keclesiastical
Provineo would execed 80,000, These figures
do not, as we understand it, include toachers or
officers, but only Sunduy Sehool scholars. Weo
find, on examining the returns, that the num-
ber of scholars has inereased between 1889 and
and 1892 in evory diocese, although in several
cases there would appear to have been o slight
falling off between the numbers for 1889-00
and 18%0-01,

Ar the last session of the Legislature of the
Provinee of Quebee several important amend-
ments were made to the Revised Statutes of
that Provinee in regard to vital statistics which
are about to be enforced by the Provincial
Board of Tealth. As these provizions will
affect the elergy of the Dioceses oft Quebee and
Montreal, and others possessing tho Status
of Cnstodians of Registers of Civil Stutus
within the Provinco of Quebec, we are desired
by the Board of Health to call attention to the
provisions of the Jaw. The most important is
that which directs the person entrusted by the

“Civil Code with the registration of Aects of

Civil Status before proceeding o the interment
of any person or granting a burial permit, to
require from the physician who has attended
upon the deceased during his last illness a eer-
{iicate as to the death and cause of death of
such person according to the form preseribed
by the amendments.  Should no physician have
been called in, or where it is impossible to se-
cure a physician’s certificate, itis provided that
one shall be signed “ either by the clergyman
who has been culled or by two credible persons
who cstablish to the best of their knowledge
the cause of denth.” These certificates are to
be forwarded on the first day of every month
by the clergyman or person enregistering the
Act of Civil Status, to the Board of fealth of
of the Province.

Further, it is required that dunng the first
fiftcen days of January in every year any per-
son entrusted with the registration of birthw or
marriages shall forward to the Board of Iealth
of the Province & return, in the form preseribed
by the amendments, of the births registered
and of the marriages performed by him during
the preceding year for each municipality for
which registers are kept,

In cuse of contaginus discases and during epi-
demies the Board of Health may require thal
the certificates be sent oftener than once a
month,

The forms to be used will Le supplicd by the
Board of ealth without charge to those en-
titled to them.

These requirements are 1o be observed under
a penalty not exceeding 820,00 in cuse of refu-
sal or neglect, and of 850.00 in case of a false
reture knowingly made.

From the certificates so furnished the Tro-
vincial Board of llealth is directed to compilo a
statement to be submitted year by year to the
Provineial Seerelary on tho first of March,
The objeets of the amendments are gond and in
the public interest.  The information reecived
will show the loealities in the Provines whero
the highest doath rate ocenrs, and what discases
specinlly prevail in certain distriets, as also
which seasons of the year ave most fatal, what
ages and sexes suffer most, and what profes-
sions are mostly alfected. The result of sueh
examination will probably tend to the rvedue-
tion of the death rate and to tho protection of
the inhabitants generally from contagious dis-
eases,

CHURCIT GCOVERNMENT,

( Erom Convention address of Bishop Srsswns,
Moessisippd)

Ln the boginning Christinnity was a free gift
o the nations by the missionary zeal of tho
Apostles, and ws its gift to men sprang solely
from their unsellish devotion to Luman interest,
s the whole systent of its teachings and polity
was growmded npon their anthority as by vight,
both of ownership and commission.  Intime an
illogical and fatalextension of the coneeption of
ministerinl anthority was developed, aud the
elnim of Apostolie proprictorship expanded into
o tyranny over the Tives aml fortunes of moen, a
tyranny possible only under the superstition of
its subjeets.  In time eame wl=o the extremo
revoll, from that extension; tho people them-
selves claimed to be the makers md judges of
the veligion, and Christian ministers eame to he
held as profossors of spirvitual enlture voluntari-
Iy employed by the people.  Neither oxtreme is
trae, and neither represents the Church's
system.

It is neither the mounrehial uor the commun-
istie, neither the Papad nor the Protestnnt. It
is not tyranny, cither by an aatoerat or o mob,
It is not. centralizniion, hut organization,

CLhe Christian ministry represents wol only
the people ndministering theirown religion and
using Christ to help themselves, but also repre-
sents Christ’s eladim {0 use them for Ilis own
purpose ; not only the people going to God, but
God coming o them ; it ropresenis a trust and
aluw which binds the ministey of Christ, and
to should bind His members ; it represents not
only congregutions prepuring  some salvation
for themselves, but the obligation of n divine
missionary work; notonly preaching, but the
pressure of a divine eornmand Lo serve and to
worship, The Christian ministyy wishes no
suthority save Lo realize and enforce the cor-
porate life of the Church ay opposed 1o the
geltish,  The Fundamontal truth of Christianity
is  salvation  through wnity; wsalvation by
bringing  the unit  out of loncliness  amd
seifishness, bestowing  upon it what  the
whole possesses, aml setting it intonwhole duty
go large s to el forth all ils powers,  The
single soal, and the single compauny of the faith-
ful, ure Christian for tho role suke of wnity with
all souls and all congregations; for the very und
sole sitke of the riehness, the largeness, the
helpfalnessof 1 common worship and  common
creed and deed, and hope, and will, The body de-
mands a share in the history of the member
hoth to educate the fatter and to protect itself;
and the member cannot be an sutoerat within
this commnnity hfe. Thus 1o represent the
body, to bring it into touch with the member
everywhere, is the function of the Ministry, of
the Episcopate. Ie, the Kpiseopos, in u faclor
in the life of cach congregation s the witnoss



