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THE NEW PROVINCE-MANITOBA.

ON Monday last Sir John A. Macdonald introduced a
bill for the organization of a Province in the North West.
It is to be geographically a very small Province, but will,
for present purposes, be quite large enough, as it embraces
all but one of the existing Settlements of any importance.
Fort Garry, or the town of Winnipeg is chosen as the
capital, and the Province is to embrace the region com-
mencing "at a point on the frontier of the United States
'-Territory ninety six degrees west of Greenwich, and ex-
"tending to a point ninety-eight degrees fifteen minutes
"west, being bounded on the south by the forty ninth
"parallel (the U. S. boundary line), and on the north by
"latitude fifty degrees, thirty minutes." Manitoba is an
old Indian name, borne by the Lake on the western
boundary of the new Province, and is defined as "the
God who speaks," or, "the speaking God." The other
portions of the North-West are to be retained by the
Dominion, and will be administered by the Lieut.-
Governor of Manitoba for the time being, acting under a
separate commission, and until otherwise provided, will
be ruled by orders in Council. The region in the new Pro-
vince embraces the Settlement of Manitoba, which more
than three years ago declared itself independent of the
hudson's Bay Company; the English and Scotch Settle-
ment on the Assinaboine,-and the French on the Red
River-in fact all the Settlements of any consequence at
present existing in the whole of the North-West region
save that of Portage La Prairie.

The new constitution, subject to amendment by the
Local Legislature, except as regards the Lieut. Governor
and the ordinary veto power which lies against all Pro-
vincial legislation, provides for an executive of seven; a
nominated Legislative Council of seven, which, at the
option of the Lieut.-Governor in Council, may be increased
to twelve, and a Legislative Assembly of twenty-four.
The constituencies for the latterare, in the first instance,
to be mapped out by the Lieut.-Governor, and the quali-
fication of electors is to be the sarne as that provided for
the first election in the Algoma' district-a household
franchise. Existing rights in property-where quiet pos-
session is established-are to be confirmed and converted
into freeholds, and all the lands not now owned by indi-
viduals are to revert to the Dominion Government, out of
which 1,200,000 acres are to be reserved for the extinction
of Indian titles. This land is to be devoted to the
purpose of settlement exclusively for half breeds and
their children, on the same principles as reservations
vere formerly made for the U. E. Loyalists in Canada.

The Province has, of course, no debt, so that it will re-
ceive interest at five per cent. on a sum equal to $27.27
per head of the 15 000 inhabitants it is assumed to con-
tain. This is on the basis agreed upon for - the ad.
mission of other Provinces. It will also receive annually
83 cents per head until the population reaches 400,000,
and a permanent allowance of thirty thousand dollars a
year; the General Government further undertaking the
usual public services and receiving revenues, &c., as in
other parts of the Dominion. The French or English
language may be used in the Legislature, and both shall
be used in the publication of official and other public
documents. Manitoba will be represented in the Domi-
nion Senate by two Senators until the population exceeds
fifty thousand; by three when it exceeds that number,
and four when it exceeds seventy-five thousand, beyond
which there is no provision for an increase. It will at first
send four members toe the House of Commons, and this

number will continue until by progress in population it
shall be legally entitled to an increase under the B. itish
North America Act.

Such is a brief eutline of the constitution of the new
Province, as defined by the Premier on Monday night
last. The measure is one that is calculated to protect
the rights of the inhabitants now in the territory and at
the same time to give fullscope to immigration. The Pro-
vince is, however, of very small dimensions, and it is not
improbable that adventurous spirits may go beyond its
limits and set up for themselv-es. It is, therefore, de-
sirable that the Dominion should forestall the growth of
more rights of possession, such as those along the banks
of the Red River in rear of the -eded farms which it is
now proposed te permit the Local Legiislature to legalize.
A farm two miles in extent, with a common for pasturage
two miles to the rear, may do very well so long as theo
population is about one to the square mile, but it is very
clear that to convert such enormous belts of land into free-

holds might become the source of future trouble ; and
while it would 'ro doubt ho unfair jó the present settlers
te deprive them of existing privilees~ would at least beo
wise to prevent the growth of such privileges in other
localities. .i. .:. *

It must aIse be assumîed thiat the limits now defined for
the new Province are merely temporary, for to adopt the

policy of cutting up the "fertile be1tl," whichlis itself 'uut

a mere patch of the great North-West, into six or eight

Provinces, would be a great mistake. Instead of eleven

or twelve thousand square miles-less than a nineteenth
part of the Province of Quebec-being permanently con-

stituted a Province, we should think that a Provincial

Government might be competent to administer over an
area of, say from 100,000 to 150,000 square miles. But as
we have said the present limita are obviously temporary
and will no doubt be extended with the progress of
settlement.

CANADIAN PARLIAMENT.

THE SENATE.

TUEsDAY, April 26.-The Government Vessels Discipline
Bill was read a third time and passed. The bill relating to
the Finance Department was read a first time In answer to
an enquiry from Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUsT, Hon. Mr.
CAMPBELL said that the Government was not in a position to1

give any further information respecting the expedition to Red
River. The whole polidy on the Red River question would bc
submitted in a day or two. A sugg6stion made by Hon. Mr.
CAMPBELL that the clerk of the House be instructed to draw up
a statement of the indemnity and mileage paid to Senators,
and lay it upon the table, was concurred in. The House then
adjourned.

Wednesday, April 27.-The Canada Central Railway Bill
was read a first time. Hon. Mr. SimPsoN xnoved concurrence
in the ninth report of the Joint Committee on Printing. The
consideration of the report was postponed for two days, and
the eighth report having been concurred in was adopted. The
Bill to amend the Act relating to the Finance Department was
read a second time, and the House adjourned.

Thursday, April 28. - The Finance Department Amend-
ment Bill was read a third time and passed. Hon. Mr.
SKEAD moved the second reading of the Canada Central Rail way
Bill, and explained the motive for the Bill, and, the object it
sought to obtain. The Bill was read a second time and re-
ferred to committee. The House then went into committee
on the Ferries Regulation Bill, which was reported with
amendments. The eleventh report of the Joint Committee on
Printing was read and adopted. The House then adjourned.

Friday, April 29.-The Canada Central Railway Bill was
read a third time and passed; also the Ferries Regulation
Bill. Hon. Mr. MACPHERsoN moved the discharge of the order
relating to the reporting of the debates in Parliament. Some
debate followed, and the general feeling appeared to be in
favour of a full official report being taken and published next
session, so that the country would be disabused of the impres-
sion that the Senate did nothing. The House then adjourned.

HOUSE OF cOMMONS.

Wednesday, April 27.-On motion of Mr. BRoussEAu the 8th
report of the Committee on Printing was adopted. The report
relates to the double charges for printing, and recommends
that departmental reports should be regarded as Parliamentary
work and paid for as such. Mr. SAVARY introduced a bill to
amend the Insolvent Act of 1869, and explained that its ob-
ject was merely to relieve judges of the Supreme Court of
Nova Scotia from certain duties imposed upon them by that
Act. The bill was read a first time. Mr. BURPEE resumed
the adjourned debUate upon Sir FRANCIs HINcKs' motion for the
House to go again into Committee of Ways and Means, and
Mr. D. A. Macdonald's amendment to place flour on the free
list. He advocated the opening up of new markets as a more
effectual means of obtaining reciprocity. Mr. CAMERON
(Huron) said numerous petitions had been presented fbr the
adoption of a national.policy, and the Government would be
unworthy of the confidence of the House if it gave no heed to
these representations. He maintained that if the duty on
coal was to be retained, so ought the duty on flour and wheat,
in justice to Ontario. Sir FRANcIs HINCKs explained his posi-
tion since his entrance into the Government. He recited the
eff- rts made at different times to secure a renewal of the Re-
ciprocity Treaty, and the failure of such overtures, and ex-
plained the facts which led to the adoption of certain changes
in the tariff. He then gave the reasons which afterwards led
the Government to reject these changes and adhere to the
original resolutions. He denied that there had been any dif-
ference in the Cabinet respecting these changes. Their deci-
sion had been unanimous, and he now asked the House to-give
their concurrence to this decision. *Mr. MACKENZIE strOngly
condemned the commercial policy of the Government, which
appeared to be dictated by the exigencies of the occasion.
Dr. TUPPER in an eloquent speech defended the policy of the
Government. The policy was iio new one, and would recom-
mend itself to every intelligent man. Every means had been
tried to obtain a renewal ofreciprocity, and these having failed,
it was but proper to return to the old state of things. Hon.*
Mr. DoRIoN denounced the tariff as unjust. The whole of the
provinces were to be taxed in order to benefit the coal-mines
and salt springs proprietors; and a tax was to be imposed on
four to benefit a few millers in Ontario and Montreal. Sir
GEORGE E. CARTIER replied at great length. He denied that the
tarif proposed would impose any onerous duties, and explained
that the object of the tax on flour and meal was to stimulate
trade between the eastern and western provinces. He con-
tended that the tarif would have a beneficial effect on the
whole country. Hon. Mr. HOLTON attacked ministers for sink-
ing themselves into the lowest depths of degradation and
infamy. Mr. RYAN said lie had been prepared tO support the
Government, but after the humiliating spectacle exhibited by
the Finance Minister lie felt himself compelled to withdraw
his support. Sir JOHN A. MAcDONALD spoke at some length in
defence of the Government policy. A division was then taken
on, MrD, A. MACDONALD's amendment, which was rejected;
Yeas Na8 2 . Hon. Mr. HOLTON then moved the pre-
viousilesttOnrtocompel he House to vote on Sir FRANcIS
HINcK.s' orgnal-posl. Sir JoIN A. MACDONALD advised the
supportef of te-Gô.vernment to vote nay, and after some de-

bate ~e vided-.--Yeas, 64; nays, 88. The House then

a 28.-Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER presented the
repa~ mith on lits missior to the North-West.
4h. wnmenWels-DiscipliUie Bill was read a
first time. The debate on the tarif was thon continued. Sir
GEORGE E. CARTIER moved to refer the resolutions back to
comilttCP itinstructons.to strike Qut from the .amendmen t
, coradke, 60·cents per- ton," and " wheat, 4 cents per
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bushel," thereby restoring the original proposal to tax wheat
and coal. Hon. Mr. HOLToN movcd in amendment to strke
out the words "coal and coke, 50 cents per ton," from the
motion in amendment, so that the effect of the original motion
do remain to instruct the committee to restore coal and coke
to the free list. Mr. MAGILL denounced taxes imposnd upoS
the necessaries of life. The tax on coal was unjustifiable and
was distinctly against the best interests of the country. The
increase of duties would tend to increase the cost of freight,
and thus further discriminate in favour of New York at the
cost of the St. Lawrence. Hon. Mr. WoOD contended thbt
the tax on coal would b of no benefit to Ontario, and woul
be simply a tax for revenue in Quebec. It would hampersaid
business and affect it most injuriously. Mr. CARTwRIGHT sid
that if the Government succeeded in imposing these duties,
they or their successors would be glad of the first opportunity
of repealing them. Mr. ARCHIBALD contended that the poICY
proposed was a protective one and calculated to foster the
interests of the country. It would show the people of the
United States that Canada would protect her own fisheries
and other interests, leaving them free when the Anrican
showed a similar disposition. Hon. Mr. McDoUGALL opPosed
the Government pohicy. He thought the duties proposcd
would not succeed in carrying out the intention with whieh
they were submitted. He said he could not conscientiousîY
sustain -the Government on this resolution ; but at the saine
time he would b sorry to sec them displaced as ho r ae
combination fit to take their place. He thouglt tîcîr fate
would be decided by their policy on the North-West question
Dr. TuPPER defended the Government and the national pohicy
After further discussion the amendment was put and lOsti
Yeas, 62 ; Nays, 00. The amendment of the Ministr of MilitiS
was then put and carried on a division, and the House w n
into committee and amended the resolutions according to in-
structions. The House then went again into Committce cf
Ways and Means and passed certain of the resolutions.Cdxl
mittee rose and the House adjourncd at 1.35.

Friday, April 29.-Mr. WALsH explained certain misrepre-
sentations made by newspapers relative to his receiving m.ile
age. In answer to Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL, Hon. Mr. HOWEsel
that the North-West Bill would be brought down as soOn as
possible. The Government had given the matter all the con-
sideration required by so important a measure, but the respOI'
sibility thrown upon them was so great that they could do
nothing hastily. Mr. MACKENZIE complained of the delayhe
charged the Government with having systematically put tlc
matter off. He said that if the measure were not broegh
down at once he would give notice of a motion on MondaY.
Sir FRANCIs HINcKs denied that there lad been a systemuatle
delay on the part of the Government. He said that there w&s
a very grave state of affairs in the North-West, and it was o
the utmost importance that a measure should b broughV
down which should meet with the approbation of the whoe
Dominion. He believéd that when the measure was brou
down it would give satisfaction to the people of theI Domî"
and to the people of the Territory, but in the meantime the
Goverument would not be provoked by the impatiencean
thrcatt of the Opposition to bring down any measure hastilYp
or without having given it their best consideration. Ho. J
H. CAMERoN said that this was a matter of such importance
that it would be unwise in the last degree to press the Goven'
ment to any premature action. Hon Mr. CHAUVEAc nged 8
continuation of the forbearance which had hitherto bec"er-
hibited by all the members of the House toward the G
ment. Mr. DUFRESNE was opposcd to any military expeditOl
and to any expense being incurred in order to acquirerhe
North-West territory by force of arms. The subject thendroP
ped. On motion of Sir FRANcIs HINcKs the bill to vest'ifl to
Crown the property and powers now vested in thet to
the Bank of Upper Canada was read a second time. The Bil to

amend the act respecting Harbours and Channels was dtad'a
second time, passed through Committee and read a thiisctilne
and passed. The Canadian Government Vessels DiseiPaine
Bill was adopted with amendments in committee and rLadct
third time and passed; also the bill to amend the Aot respect
ing Security given by Public Officers, and the bill to e aild
the Act respecting the preservation of the p ace in the vlOlfity
of Public Works. Sir FRANcis HINcKs mOvCd concurren
in the resolutions reported from the committee of Waysinc
Means. On the first resolution being put, Mr. Ross (prince
Edward) moved to refer it back to committee with instructions
to amend it by exempting the salt used by the cfishsrflcn
the inland waters of the Dominion. Sir FRANcIS ere
replied that it was a notorious fact that the Anericansand
trying to break down the salt interests of the Dominî1 o at
this amendment would have the cffect.of admittintg thein of
free of duty. Mr. CAMERoN (Huron) urged the withdraec
the amendment, repeating the arguments of the FllOuse
Minister. Mr. HARRISON opposed the amendment. T as 48;
then divided on the amendment, which was lost: yas,
Nays, P5. Mr. MCCONKEY then moved to strike out
duty on salt altogether. Lost ; Yeas, 52; Nays,
Hon. Mr. DoRIoN moved to refer back te resout'ons
with instructions to restore wheat, flour, coa an hich
to the free list. He read a telegram from Halifax a
appeared in the Globe of the day before stating that the ed ih

adopted by the Finance Minister had beenreceîe Mr.
great indignation in that part of the country. IOrd of
TrPPER hoped that the Ion. member did net believe a WObe
the statement contained in tIc telegram, which hasd te
sont bîy an avowed annexationist. Mr. CARMHI cIAEL sad }b
people cf Nova Scotia did net want a duty on ce arif ats
less a duty on food. Hon. Mn. Wooo denounce tae to
absurd and as a vain'attempt te compol the Unted ai8 Se
renew reciprocity. Mr. WORKMAN said tIerewsanenI
feeling against tetariff in both Montreal a d Quecertain
thon went on to express lis disgust at the condutc o
members who came te him protesting against the.act'~~
tIc Government, and afterwards voted to sustaifl its P a~
sitions. Mr. MAGILL ondeavored to vindicate lis linoef
and denied that le lsd ever advocated duties on c0, echi
or wheat. Hon. Mr. TUPPER read an extract frO11n a bn.
cf the hon. member, in which hie (Mr. Magill) expresse itcs
self strongly in faveur of thiese dutios. Ho aise crity

s imihar inconsistency. ToD floue th divi dcd on the ?e

ment, which was lest ; Yeas, 63 ; Nays, 80. Mr. Tuyo
.(Haldimnand) moved an amendment te strike eut the dut and
rice. Lest ; Yeas, 63; Nays, 76. Several others were puti
lost, after whichi the resolutions were ionîcurred in, a id

FRANels HINcKs introduced a bill founded therceon,
w-as read a first time. The flouse adjourned at 2. 4


