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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

fvmuo,‘ honour and solf-respact, Young. men are taught by
(bem 0 b honest, brave _und munly ; young girls to be modeat,
umm,h and affectionnto; . Thoy contain teachings and expe-
fences for peraons in every. grade of life, young, old, rich and

o “It requires a vpry'ellght knowledge of man, at the pre-
sent day, not to allow that this eatimate of the popular writer
{s in the main correct.. That novels are univorsally rend, is
ceriatn. That Lbc’(mnjorlty of English novels are healthy in
1one will not bo denied, oxcopt by the prejudiced fow. That
they exert & strong menml and moral influence on thoelr read-
o1t Is, therefore, unquestionable. - There are two ways of look-
{og at the novel—flrat, as & work of art, next, as a pastime,
1f the romance really riges to the standard of a work of art, it
is a benefit to the mind, both in form and substance. The
reading of Adam Bede,” ‘‘Janc Kyre," “ The House of the
geven Gables,” I8 as salutary ns the study ofa statue, a picture,
of & poem, emanated from the brain of a master. Unfortunate-
ly theee works of art are fow in number, and most novels must
ve catalogued as mere pastimes, But even thus, they huve
their uses.” An eminent divine has said that a trashy romnnce
wmsy bo -advaniageous, if it serves to beguile a lonoly hour,
orsoften the ngony of a sick bed, It is an amusivg coinci-
dence that the novels of Mr, T'rollope himself mostly belong
to tirls class. They aro dull and homely, but natural withal,
and these characteristics have made them favourites with the
medlocrity of the average American and British mind, College
professors and pulpit orators are in the habit of condemuing
the novel. . But in doiug so, they should be careful to temper
their criticism.  The novel, as a mere form of ficition, is uot
ipjarious, any more than the poem or the painting. Like
them it addresaen itself to the imagination and fostera sensibi-
lity, two facultics of the soul whose cultivation is essential to
our intellectual life.  Of course, abuse has to be avoided in
this as In gymoastic exercise for the body, but that every
body knows and feels without being told of it, It is Lest to
let the popular taste have its i1l in the matter of romance, and
reaction will sooner or later set In of its:if,
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It is some time since the once familiar notes of Froedom’s
Bird have struck on our listening ears. The bald-headed cagle
of the American ¢ perairie " is not yet dumb however. Once
more it has ypoken, this time through the medium of the
Sun~sppropriate emblem ! Thix is the tenour of his , gentle
rquest :—1. Remove as gently as possible the British flag
from the American continent ; but remove it. 2. Remove
without further delay the hateful Spanish tiag froin all islands
of America. The reason for doing these two things is:
“ America belongs to Americans” We come from various
plsces, but are all Americans. Spain bhas been on our farm
since 1525, England has been on our farm since 1608, Tt is
bigh time both had notice to quit” It would be difficult
W say which is the most admirable, the delicacy of the

request, the mccuracy of the facts, or the soundness of the
logie.

Ia these dull times any re-vamped sensation is eagerly
statched up as a godsend. So no one will be surprised  at
bearing the no.more-hanging cry ralsed once more. Again we
&re ¢ntreated to abolish this * blot on our civilization,” and
sibstitute for the gallows cither prussic acid, electricity,
cblvroform, or some painless death, Just so. Electiify the
worst-criminaly tenderly into the next world, and in minor
cases before having recourse to flogging admiunister powerful
sozithetics, - It might be well too, when the new system is
thoroughly in working order, to fsrin a society for the promo-
tion among babitual criminals of kindnwes and gentieness iu
the trestment of thelr victims, This, however, is entirely a
matter for ulterior zonsidemntion.

A Western journal, Government sapporter, taises its burden
againat religious and natioual representation in the Cabinet.
“ How hrteu in past days,* it crics, © have we in Caunda heard
these Litter sectarian cries in an election campaign 2 How oiten
bave we secn religions and patioial prejudices brought to
bear on our political contests? Whatever party 1may have
been to blawe In the past, we kope our future will be free
from this stain That it will be so free we have no doubt,
when our lot is castin Vrile, or Utopin, or the Laud of
Cockaigné, or oue of those delightful Arcadias where all is
lovely and men cease to be men.

- Admiral Jaures hna proposed to the French Aasembly the
establishment of an {nternational tribunal for the purpose of
lQVEstignting collislons between vessels on tlhe high seas. Will
1o benefactor of his kind suggoest the proprivty of establish-
ing » permancat cour{ of inquiry into the uatiouality and au-
tecedents: of thene troublesome beings who are constantly
bringing the nations of the earth into hot water by poking
their noses where they have no business? A most desirable

 function of such a court would be the trisl and seotencing of
such restloas spirits. .

There {4 no more flattering unction that a man in bad cir-
_umatances oan lay to his soul than that his neighbours'
plighl ig ‘V,Orl'ﬂ_cy than lhis own, Senator Schurz suems to think .
%100, judging from n recent uttorance of his. The Senator,
g }VI}:O bax just returned from Europe, thinks the United States
nay well be satisfied with her prosperity and present position

among the nations upon earth. He sayk that Austria is rotten, .
Franee beggared, Bpain hopeless, and North Gormany de-
bauched with the sudden’influe of money, I

They secm to have an insatiable desire for curiosities af
Washington.. The latest additions to the ‘museum - of the
Natural History Society of that city consist of the_head  and
trunk of Captain Jack, the Modoc chief. The remains were
cartfully put up in spirits at Fort Klamath and shipped in s
whiskoy barrel to thecapital, where they will doubtless form’
a delightful subject of contemplation for the curlous and -

scientifically inclined. Note:This is tho latest story apropos
of tcivilised warfare, k

A joke from the Bench is slways good. Judge Davis, whose

scathing rebuke of the counsel for the defence in the Tweed s

case, hag been read with satisfaction all over the continent, has
made the last. " Remember,” said he to the younger of the of-
fending counsel, ¢ that, however good a thing it may be to be
known as great and successful lawyers, It is ever 'a better
thing to be known as honest lawyera,” Who saysnow that no
good thing can come out of New York?

The Newfoundlanders scem to have queer ideas of what
constitutes ¢ playful eccentricity.” During the recent elections
it was considered playfully eccentric to kidnap one of the can-
didates with the jutention of keeping him out of the way
until the close of the polls. When the question of annexation
to the Dominion comes up once more it will be well to pre-
pare the islanders for the consequences to which such eccentri-
city is likely to make them liable,

Mr. De Veber, the newly clected member for 8¢, John, N.B.,
haz expresged his intention of urging from his place in Parlia-
ment a thorough investigation of the Pacific Scandal. Better
late thao never. There are those in the country who are of
opinion that had that matter been thoroughly investigated
Mr. De Veber would not have had 8 seat to move anything
from.

When will all this claptrap about * British valour” come
toan ¢nd? We know that our troops are brave, but is there
any aeed of being reminded of it by every newspaper we take
up ? Some of these weary penny-a-liners seewn to think that
the more frequently they meaticn F-itisk valour the more
courage they inspire into the manly British breast.

Large mectings aro, we hear, about to be held in London,
Dublin, and Edinbargh, to express sywpathy with the Pro-
testants of Gerwany intheir struggle with the Ultramontanes,
Itis only surprising that no one conceived the idea of start-
fug mectings of sympathy for the Germans in their struggle
with France,

A white elephant is a sutliciently perplexing legacy. But
how are we to express our sympathy for those who have an
inheritance of two ol these interesting quadrupeds 7 Especial.
ly when they aresuch fil-tempered dangerous brutes as the
Pacific Railway Route and tne New Brunswick School Ques-
tion,

Aund now it is oace more the turn of the unfortunate men.
We use the adj:ctive advisedly. A distinguished American.
philanthropist—female—wants a home for fallen men, It
all depends on the kind of home she proposes. Some men
have too little of 3 home, others too many of them.

CORRESPONDENCE.

“«I'LL CROSS I'T, THOUGH IT BLAST MES

To the Fiitor ot the CaxapiaX IrLvarraten Nyws

Si—What Fechter's readings, many of them original and
fanciful, have directly to do with a stage direction to Horatio,
I nmat o loss to conceive, The * Flaneur” in your last
number, says, # Many of Fechter’s readings are remarkable?
Thus, when Horatlo, as the ghost appears oo the platform of
the castle of Elsinore, exclalns,

] * I'fl vross ity though it blast me.”
Fechter insists that Horatio instead of crossing the path of
the ghost ought to make the sign of the cross — forsooth,
because Denmark was Catholic in the time of Hamlet, and
more, that the sign of the cross was talismanic against:-spi-
ritual and demonlacal ills, = I

The scene of the incidents'in the original play of Hamlet,
or the ¢ Historle of Hamblet)” is laid before the introduction
of Christianity into Denmark, and when the Danish power
held sway in England . Denmark could not then have been
a Roman Catholic Kingdowm, in the sense that Italy "and
Spain now are; neither is it so at the present time, :

The Prieat, in Act the fifth, Scone the first, Shakespeare re--
presented ag, and probably inteuded him- to. be,”a Roman
Catholic, because the Priest considered bo shounld profane the
dead by singing or uttering the words # Requiem zlernam don s
eis, Damine,” over the body of the *“fair: Ophelia.”. “Buat ‘he
did not make Lacttes a‘true son of the Church, or he would
not have put these words in his mouth :— -
1 toll thee, churlish priest

A ministoring angel shall my sister be
When thou liest howling.”

Whether the Danes were Roman Catholics at tho time'of
the modern play of Hamlet, A.D. 1595, or Lutherans is &
maker of little moment. Horatio, though a soldier, one of the
antigue Roman type, at the first appearance of the ghost, was
i harrowed with f-ar and. wonder, ‘and trembled and lpokod-
pale;” then, would -have been tho time: to 'make: the sign of
the cross, not at the socond appearancuy when hie peremptorily
bids the ghost to halt —+ Stay illusion!'if thou hast any

‘Moxico. By Lew. Wallace, Cloth. 12mo.
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sound, or use of voice, speak to mo’; " and again, when he
consents to Marcellus « offering it a show of violence” by
striking at it with his partisan. ‘At the second appearancs,
he ovidently was emboldened, and in proof of it says :—¢ I'Il
cross it though it blast me,;” not I'll cross it lest it shduld blast
me, The crossing the ‘path of the ghost is congenous to
the common traditions of the causes of apparitions, in:
Shakespeare's time.  In Lodge's Illustrations of English His-
tory, Vol. 1ii, p. 48, will be found the following :—

The person who crossed the spot on which a spectre was
seen, became subject to ite malignant (or blasting) influence.
Among the reasons for supposing the death of Ferdinand,
Earl of Derby (who died young, in 1594) to have been oc.
casioned by witch-craft is the following : — ¢ On Friday there
appeared a tall man whose voice crossed him swifily, and when
t?ek ,Ea.rl came to the place where he saw this man he fell
sick.” : ! )

It is just probable that Shakespeare may have been familiar
with the circumstances atlendant upon the death of the
yowog Earl of Derby. The play of Hamlet was first published
sbout 1600. The first quarto appearing in 1603.

Coleridge characteristically remarks on this passage that
Horatio and the others dizplay much more courage after he
has in line 114 ¢ translated- the late individual spectre into
8 thing known o history and experience

Trouas D. Kixg.

NEW BOOKS.

It is a pretty gencrally accepted maxim that the interest
taken by a reader in his book increases in direct ratio with his
acquaintance with the persons, localities or subjects on which
the author treats. It isip great measuce to this fact that we
may trace the great popularity which Mr. Howclis’a new book *
has attained. In Canada this is especially the case, and it is
almost equally true with regard to the United States. The
Lower St. Lawrence is now one of the established rescris for
the well to-do classes of the United States, and the ground ly-
ing between Quebec and Eamouraska is almost as familias to
New Yorkers and Bostonians as their own more fashionable
and cxpensive watering places. ¢ A Chance Acquaintance” first
appearcd as a serial in the Atlastic Monthly at the time when
the influx of summer visitors was setting in for the rezorts,
and; as might have been expected ,it was very generally and
very eagerly read. We confess we are unable to share in the
ardent admiration the book appears to have excited in some
quarters. But we willingly allow that it possesses atiractions
wholly its own. ' In its pages the professed novel reader will
find little to gratify - his tastes ; indeed the writer Lias, appa-
rently, aimed but little at ao appeal to this class of readers. The
main charm of the book lies in the charming descriptions of
scenery and meurs, and the delicious najvetés and character.
isins with which it abounds. To use a gastronoms’s simile
it may be likened, in more than onz point, to the pre-prandial
half dozen ou the shell. It is succulent, piquant, and appetis-
ing, but very far from satisfying. Yet a donse bourhe it undeni-
ably is. The edition before us is a duodecimo, privted on toned
papor and ueatly bound in green cloth lettered. The illustra-
tions, of which there are overa doz=n full page siz¢ and a num-
ber of vignettes, are fair, but remarkable, the latter especially,
for vigour and character, rather than elegance and finish. Ina
book of this kind, however, this is no impeifection.

Every one has heard of Marjorie Daw. We do not refer to
the mythical young person so iutimately connected with the
Iullabies of childhood, but to the no less mythical young lady
whose charms have interested every reader of the Aifuntic in
her favour. The series of short stories contained iz Mr. Al
drich's last volume {all partake of the quaintn-ss aud racy
humour which characterizs ¢ dairjorie Daw,” and, like that
produ.tion, they all more or less terminste in surprizes—#selis”
perhaps would be the more appropriate though less clegant
term. The genius that inspires them is essentially American.
Yet the author's humour entirely lacks the coarseness that too
frequently mars the. productions of many American humour.
ists. In the path he has chosen, he and afew kindred souls
such as Charles Dudley Warner, and Charles Warren Stoddard,
stand ‘alone. ¢ Marjorie Daw and Other People” isa book that
cannot but prove a favourite. It is original, fresh,varied,aud at
times startling ; essentially a book to put the dullest readerin
a good humour. It would scarcely be fair to give the readereven
a glimpse of its rich contents, so we prefer to dismiss it with a
full recoguition of its merits and a hearty recommendation as
a quaint, jovial companion whose kindlinass and good-humour
will not fail to be contagious. In outward appearance it gives
good promise for the attractiveness of its contents.

‘We confess to an innate distrust of a book witha high
sounding and startling title, We have almost invariably found,
and our experience is doubtless that of many others, that the
cxpectations: raised by an ornate or bizarre appellation are
very seldom justified on perusal. General Wallace's book { has
not proved sn exception’ to this ‘rule. “The Fair God™ is a
historical romance, possessing undoubtedly a Iargze amount of

.power and originality, but for-which it would be unsafe to pre-
dict any great measure of success. People do not as a rule care
to look up their stores of reading to understand every new ro-
mance that makes its appearance, To & student just fresh from .
his Prescott, the book would perhaps have its attractions, but
for the general publicjand we presume it is for the general pub.
lic that the author writes, it possesses few points of iuterest,
For what it pretends to be, viz : a romance, it'is infinitely te.
dious; ‘and ‘the [requent repetition of jaw.braaking proper

“names and titles, which are dragged in with. all the selt:satis-

faction and gusto of the true pedaut, are sufficient to disgust
the most patient reader, Nor will the strained, “highfalutin®
style of - the ‘dinlogue "and’ the unpardovable over-indal.
gence in local terms, frequently - without: the courtesy. of an

-explanation, in any degree contribute to its: success. The vo.

lume is bandsomely and substantially got up, and presentsa
goodly outside, which only contrasts the more with the poor
quality of the contents. SRR
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