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The captain shrugged his shtoulders. The
surgeon ptrsited.

Surely yon ougit to know ?" lie staid
S I kiow that wel art in Possession of the

viIlage' for the prescnt," retorted Captain Ar-I
nitutt, "and f know no more. Her care Lhef
papers of the enseny." lit held th ictnup, and
slooîlk tii Ci iipatiently as Ile spoke. " TIihey

give me no information that I t'an rely ori.
For alI I cai ttell to the contrary, thi mainf i

h<i y of thiie Girias, ouitituIIe-ring us tel to t
ot", mality be nearr thits cottage than tite main)
iody of the Frtnh Draw your own conclu-
siiois. f lave nothing more to sav."

iHaving tis'wer'd in thieseiiu't Iisoraging
teris, Captæn Arnauilt got on his feet, drcew
the Iooid of his great cont over lis hetd, and
lit a t-igar at ti canidle.I

" Where.ar' yoiu going? '' asked the
surgon.

" lTo visit tie ouitponsts."

" Do ou want this roon for a little while ?"
Il Not fîr ,soine hori's t 'omet'. Arc yoit

thiinkiig of moving any stif y'outr woutn et n
in hre ? '

Il %i w s thiniking of the Engitlish ladtiy," an-
sw'r the sirur'gtn 'l' kitclenri ils noit

quit' tihe ,place' fo>r it-r. Sh'e s wouitl be more
coimfortitbil h ere; aXind tlie E nglish inurse
miglht kt'p ih'r compay."

Captitin A rnalt smild, nflot viry pleasantly.
"l T l ire twoi f1rine wonil'îi,' hie iaid, l aia
Surgon Survil is ai ladi' mai. L t tiien

comtt in, if tiiyt are ruth 'enouîgi to trit
thm vs lhe-r' iwith yu.' i. chec'k'ed

himsel-îf on the.' point of going out, ind looked
i--k distritfiilly at the lightei candle.

SCauition lthe women. he sid Iltolimnit the
r-is of tli'ir <icurilsity to Itie inside of titis

4Vit dit voui mean'I ? -
The atinafr grpone igniiñianit-

IV to th'. lud window-huttsr
l id îu ev'r know a oinan who 'could

ri'"it lo"king out of vildow ?" he ask.-I.
iDark a i t ii. son.-r rn lat"r thýse! 'adis of
ys"Xt will f-I tmpîtd Xto pen tht shiuttr.

Til- thtm 1 don1t anrt tliht s'f tht' -andle
toi b-trav iv halqart-r to th G'riman

sots. iî-w is th wea.tlir? Stil raining ?"

S i Mthli ti t-r. ilar Griansi won't
ii ng With tha onoltr remark he -

untlock-i tel door lt-adlii'g into th eyard, and

Theii inr: n 0 lit tii" sanvas cre'n, and
cilld 'intoi. ti' kitcit ri: : Miss .\erric.k, have
voit tiii' tst aai tttle r,.t ?

P ¡lenTty of time anwired a soý(ft voice P
witl ai nidtii'lvinig meatnt-Iclv il i it, pulainîy
distinguishal' toliu h it h ai on nly ksp lk

three worl
lCmnue iin tltn, 'tinudt X surieon ,

aid iiriiig the' Eiglishlad wIs ith vo.it, ler
il pa ptiît roon, all to ysurixves

He hehituXSi h:'k tilaidthewo

' inurs1e h the' wa-ll, lith 'an

'rtaultîiI-attir' ini h'r iiitorn dr'- net iit

liick itiufi, with pi uun linnti l ir atI eitt-.

an' lvitht l sarl't 'r s u tli-r th ft (: ta t'r
ventio n l r on hrI l e r îihoulder-

i'tX a l and 'l '. r rs'X ion a hteitr i ne r ti.

t-r an s! rrw th'r- was an innatie
iilitv in the 'arria- sX this wm'X s hei-

an innate grandeur in It aliz 5 of eir lar t
gr-'t'and in th ' a sher uisly-pro-i
prtin' fac-, wil h maie her irr-sitibly

stanesi and tad in n i'dres-. i.er compaion-

dakrin complitin and m:erinfsaun

psses-d attrattionS wicI w''reiquit '- mark.
ei 'no'ilI to acut for th' surg 's ipolit'

anxi'ty ta s 'lte ier iii the i-aptains ro.iis
The comnioil snt of maikind would lhave

lcaril helr toIni t in uu y prtr t Wii
She' wor' thi larg griy slilk tIat 'oi'rl
he'r frot heail ti fosit, withi a grae' that lent

its oniî'tt attrattioI tsi a plain ind evn a

shitbby articl t i dfilrtes. l' ltgr in he'r
moemnt, ndthe uTncertaunty of tOoein hler

'he' as t tHnkd the' suren'r, suggsted

that she was siTeriig fromn fatigu' Ier
d.ark yet 'ar'he'd th i dimlligted roomi
tiily adtis ste bhlil fat by tii'- urs- arm
withi thi air tf i vomanit wse nrs hati

beni ishliaiken itby soien reenit alari

Yoit hav' oni' thin: to remimber, ladies,"
sai tithi surg'ton. " 'ware of opening the
sittter, for fecar iof the light biin sveein through
th' wiFtow For the rest .'are' fr'tee toum'ke

itu selv's as" cI fort 'l i' h r , as we cai. 'oi-

pose' yours'lf, dlr idain, and rily on the

irit't-ti sti of e t Fr'ien h nl iiiiwhl < is devit tao
ivtl" ' lgallitlIy ettphidi lis last words

Il- riisitig theb and of tle Fin glisi hail toI his

ilps. At theil lomni t iv l heiit- kissed it the
tati's su'ren' was agatin r ilaw it itsid'. A lier-
son in the service oif ith' tambuaineit a ppeasred ;i

nutn'cing that Ibaagi ltd'I slippi I.and
thatu onie of the owundei men wts to all alp-

petrance leeding to deiath The isrgeton,
ituumititintg to destiny with the worst possible

grae; tiropped the charmintg Englishwomai's
hand, ind rettirited to his dutie in the kiteni n.

Tho two ladies wtre left together in the

l Will yvoutake' a chair, idtilati ?" asked the

SIon' t call ei' ' mtniiuana ,' " returned the

yoing lady cordially l My name is Grace
Roiseberry. What is your nitme ?"

The nurse hesitated. " Not a pretty numef
liku yltra," she said, and hesitated again.
IiCal 1me 'Mercy Merrick,' " she added, afterr

a aoment'si consideration.r
Had llie given an assurmed nane? Was1

theri, some utlhappy ccelebrity attacled to liher
own name ? Miss Roseberry did not wait to
ask lierself those questions. " Illow can I1
thauik youi," shu exelaimed, graterfîtlly,-l for
yotir sisterly kininess tio at stranger like1
me «?"

" I have only done 'my dunty,' "said Mercy 1
Merriek, a littie coldîly. "IlDont speak of it."

i 1 mutst speak of it. What a situation yon
fotuind me in wheni the French soldiers hatl
driven the Gernans away ' My travelling
carriage stopped ; the horses seizud ; I myselfi
in au strange cîountry at niglitfall, robbed off

my ieny and my Iuggage, and drenched to
the skii by the pouvring rain ! I ai indebted

lo yol for shelter in this plaCce-Ian wearing
y'olr ctheAis--t shotildl have tdietd Of the friglt
and thi expsur but for yoi. What retuurn

can I rniake for utch services as the?"
Mercy" la-cd a chsir for hier guieist nîear the

captain's table, audi s"ate hlrs, at soine
littIe diîtinc,- on in old chest in a corner of
the roon. Ilfay I as yout a question ?" she
said, abruptly.

" lhuired questions," cried Grace, ,if
you like." She looke i at the expiring fire,

ai a t th dimly visible figure of lier om-
pauin u'sat"ed in the obscurest cer of the'
romi. ' That w'retcheI candle1 hly gives
any !iht," she said inpatientlV. I It won't
last rmluch longer. C;i2t i' tmak' the placu
tXore heierfu? Come' iit of yvotr corner.

Call 'or ioret wood and mor lihts.'i
Mscy rem d in lir corniier and shook

lier Ihead. " Candls ani wod are scarce
thiiin her."4 s un. Wen tist bc
patieit, ieen if w'e are- b -ft in the dark. Ti1 I

m',' shi went on, raising shr quiet 'ie t
little, hw 'caine you to risk cros5.sing the
friitie'r in war tin '"

Grac's voic droppedh wxhn sh, aniswered
th' qu-stîtin. Gra's monentary gaiety of
namtr su id''nlv le'ft lier.

Siih:ui urgeit reason,"'' she sa id, "for re-
turning to England."

A. ltin?" rejoii lthe oter. ' Without
ntt uî'' to pr'tet y'ou '

Gra"s htad sank on ihr lu-som. " have
lIeft my' orilv protietr-my father-iri the

En loish iri'l-groun Xiaiisut lniam' she ans.erei
simply.l 'My tther died, years sinela, in
C 5 taada."

The shadîwy otun f t litire sudienly
alin iit' ; p titin an 't linchiest. Slie had

started as the-last word psed M i Roseberry's
lips.

Do you knrw Canada ? sked Grace.
SWiel." aus the bri'f answer-relunctantly

given. short as it as,
Were yiu C "vr nar Port Logain ?e

f inc': lived withii a u f'ewv muiles of Port

s' W'heni ?"'

îSoim time"-inae." With those vords
ry- Mrrick slirantik back into her corner

arai 'chiiged thi''hsbje-t. "Your nelatives in
Eigii tu't b' verv a ilois about you'

Grs: sighd. " Ihave[I to relative it Etig-
land.You can lhardly iaisigine' a person more
frieidless; thalnt iiiîi. We w'nt awa from

tXiuu whoi m ftither's health fail' toi try
tIi' -limllate of Italv by the cdotor's advice.
iliii îtu' a .,i 1,f; tiliot îînîls' frienIlss hut
1,,,,r'" She jassed.h n 'itoiok a lea'her lett-r-

s froi the poket f theI lrg tgrey cloak
'lhi itheit nurse hl i'lent to lier. N s'y pros-

pect in lif(e, she rsuitnel ute all cnai mitainel
in this little cas,. eivre is the one treasure I
cintrivei to coinceal Ihn f as ro of uy

other thigs.
Mirev coiuld just see the letter-cas as Grace

ltd it up in the dt epenhing obscurity of the
rooi. Ifave oua got mto'y in it?" sie
asked.

ni No only a fewtf faniilv impers, ats a lette'r
fronmî tmy father, introulciing ime to tin eldeiîrly

laid i tngm-nevO'st ioiof his'hy uir-
ria;git, whom i have i-nev'r see The hiyi has

coiited to rceive m as lier omatnîîaion and
readtr, If 1l don't return to Etglitil soon

soie othielr person maay get the place."
l Hav ouo nw )othr reszoîn'rt' 7''
'"Naone My ednt lation has beet n ieglected

-we led a wvild lif' in tei far W'est. f amt
quite uifit to gO tltut as t goernes. I m
ab-ssuIIitilv depelident n tethis stratinlr't who re-
c'ives le' for tm ' futhr's sake " She put the
letter-ast back in the pocket if lier closk,
asnd eed her little narrative as un Tettl

as lieil hd begun it, Mine is ta satid story, us
it ntut ?' she said.

''he voice of tlie nurse answeril her' snd-
don'lv and bitterlyv in tht straige twords

' Plhert arc saIWder stories than <ours.
There are thoisands tf miserable woint who
woilit ask for no greater blessing than to
change places with yuot.

Grac started.il What cati there possibly
be tio envy in suchotiil t as mine ? '

l 'otur tnblemnished character, and vour
prospect of being estblished honourably I ia
reitpectitlile house."

Grne tirnetd in lier chair, and looked won-
deringly into the dieu coruer of the room.
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" Iow strangely you say that 1" she ex-
claimed. There was no answer; the shadowy
figure on the chest never moved. Grace rose
impulsively, and drawing her chair after her,
approached the nurse. " Is there some
romance in your life ?" she asked. " Why
have you sacrificed yourself to the terrible
dties which 1 find you performing here ?
Youî intecrest me indescribably. Give me youtr
hantd."

Miurey shrank back, and refused the offeredt
band.

I Are we not friendls ?" Grace asked, in
astonislirnent.

Il We can never be friends."
"l Why not?"l

Fe nurse was diunb. Grace called to
mind the hesitation that she hal shown when
she had mentioned f ier nane, and drew a new
conclusion from it. "Should I be guessin
right,i she asked eagerly, I if I guesseId yot
to be sotne great lady in disgiiue ?"

Merry laugled to herslf-Iow and bitterly.
I a great iady !" she said contemptuously,

For heaven's sake, let us talk of somiethiig
else !"l

su Grace's curiosity was thoroighly roused.
She per.sist"d. "lOnce more,"I s'he whisperel
persuvasively. su Let us b friends." She
gently laid lier land as she spoke on Mercy's
shoulder. Mercy rouiihly shook it ofL. There
was a rudeness in the action which would
have offendeil the most patient ewoman living.
Gra-e drlw back indignantiv. " Ah !" ishe
cried,Il aou are cruel."

I t am kind," anwered the nurse, speaking
more sternly than nver.

l Is it kind to keep mue at a distance? I
have toll 'ou my story."

The nurse's voice rose excitedly. "1 Don't
tempt me to speak out," she said ; " you will

rezret it."
Grace declined to accept the warning. " I

have' placed noniden in you," she went on.
"I is ungenerous tiio lay me under an obliga-

tion, and thnii to shut me out of your cona-
dneinreun

i You wil hihave it ?" said Mercy Merrin-k.
no svhdAl hîave it ! Sit down agzain.-

Grace's linart biegan to quicken its beai'st iii
expectationf f tIh diclosure that was to ctmi.
Shu drew lier chair closer to the ciest on
whith tei nurst," was sitting. Witii a tirm

hsanl Murcy put the cihair baik to a distanicei
from lier.I Not tso nearme ' she said
harshly.

4i Why not ?"
"cNot so nar,"repeated thesternly resolite
oiceu. " Wait till 'oit have liard what I

have to say."
Grace obeve without a word more. There

was ut momaentarv silence. A faint dash of
liglit uleaptl up from the expirig caindle, and
snowed Mercy crouebing on the nchest, witi
hter el-tows on lir knes, and her face hidilen
in her hands. The anxt instant the roomiu was

buried in tbscurity. As the- darkness fiell on
the two wmenthi ic nurse spoke.

If your foodistresses you. take a half
teaspoonful of Jacob's Rheurnatic Liquid in
the mornin'-

Madame Adelina Patti lias co>nsented tosing
in Paris, at the r'quest of Madamie Thier-.

nc'e in tIe " Lluguenots," for the bcnent o
the sutTvrers from the war. Shei-h will siug at
Iliembourg for a. few nights, priir to h-r
engagement at St. 'etersburg, and fromiu thser"

wai gCuo toienna, to play during the irsit two
tonthis of ti Exhibiun, and wil ie in

London in Nay ' I73. for Covent t uarden,
where sh' ihas renewed her engIgeiin.t for
twov yars at £200 per night, reservg her
own rei'erto.rre. At the nd of the suasonati

I1873 ssuname Patti wilh make a tour in this
coiiinry uder the direction of lier brother-im-
law, Herr Maurice 'trakoscb.

Shakespeare at length appears in a new
character-that Of a printer. Ht had ire-
viously had t sustan the character of a

schehualter, awyer. solier sailor, farmîer,
surgn, and a dozien of other traides and pro-
fssions, and has been proved-satisfacorily
to thmiiiindss of iany writers-to bi"eluen
weil verledI in alchenmy, botanyi sic and alt
the ologies ; but it has remnaitied for Mr.

lales, Ithe emuinXent Caxtonhai, to prove tit
Shauukespe'ari was one of his own craft-at
printr. In ltle volume just issued by Messrs,
Trubner, it is cleairly shown that Shakespeare,
when bu' ieirst arrived in London, called upon
his fellow-townsau 'Field, Who hai tuarried
the dauzhter of \ autrollier, à printer, ani
had stucceedei limu in his bustiness. Here,
then, Shakespeare, As p or a shop-
man, or tas both, remiained for four years, and
became mtîaster of the ternis reprints; title-

tges prefac >- typo, nompareil, broadtside'
lockitig-ips1 register, and printert s devil, ail of
which are to be found ln his works. it is

gtt refreshig to have these four years of
Shakespeare's life accountei for in so satisfac-

tory a manner, and still more gratifying to
think that ie may have picked up lus

kn-ledge 'while pic"kig up type, so that
ienceforth h tuay be lieldup as a model to
all young typois.
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