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B o i ki

increas »d in sizo, I could not divest myself of the funcy that
it luoked like ngenve, an unblessed, unhatlowed - grave, - It
wina not the physiend huu,uv—t.hnngh that was constderabloe—
which overcume me most, nor yet, the close minsmatic exhala-
tions of the cellnr, so lung closed up to nir and sunshine, but it
was the sefferings nrmlng from my trencherously nervous orgnn-
zalion, my ‘constitutional puﬂlllumnut\' of character, that ren-
dered my task so piinful) indeed so terrible noone, Cunntlcsﬂ
times did I ‘pruse in m) work, fineying T heard Dorothy or
my futher, ronsed from Lhun‘nhnuhu-s by some untoward acei-
dent, dexe cmhn;: the stairs, Then again, it sometimes seemed
to me there were hushed bLreathings, wluxpcnngn ab times in
different pacts of the place, nnd the wmd made strange and
Ivric sounds down mnong the thick foundutions of the old
house,  What, if on lvoking suddenly up, or round, I shonld
see my futher standing near me; or, Jim \\’mm-l lnmwll‘ with
glaze Al staring eyes und ghastly f'mpw-hl\v fuee! \'o(, Jim
Warner nln-r in body or spmt—-my enrly practical training

pre vc-ntcd my indulgence in supernatural fears of that sort— |

but merely some phantom tiguee, raised by my diste mmpered
funey, and which would have as terrible an effect on my exei-
ted nerves as arenl orthodox ghost, £ hind read often of opticad
illusions, wd my actual slnte of mind wis eminently snited to
a visitation trom them,  Why, my hearing for somne time past
had heen playing me false—w h) ‘should not my sight soon do
the same ?
# Well, it wonld certainly kill me!” { inwardly said,

havipg dug a sulticiently deep bole, [ threw in the bundle un-l
communced filling in the carth ng:un At that moment a

hng-' dark rat scurried across my feet, but they had been ran-
ning in and out, und dnrting about hll)( ¢ my first intrusion :
into their long andisturbed domain, and 1 had begun Lo grow -

caltous to all such miinor terrors. My task completed, I com-
menced stamping down the carth with my fect, in case the
place, by some nnforescen chance *hould be visited, and then,
havihg restored it to it former appearance; 1 domgged bhack
the packing case to its place.
presentiment stealing over meg stronger and  stronger cvery
minute, that I was doomed that night, probably before T Teft
the cellur, to see the phantom apparition, not phostly hot
optical, of the dend man, I eompleted my task as carefully
and minntely as possitde. When I had closed the rasty pad-
lock of the lnmber voom, inwardly saiild: ¢ § sappose he will
et me in one of the othey collaes” It T wabted, 1oy erthie-
Tess, to remove the dimp earthestains from the spade: by pas-
sing it severnl timnes throngh the el of cand in which the
vegetables lay nnid to ph it precisely
a Perhaps, at the head of the stades, Toshadl see him V7 1 then
thonght; but Providence tpercifully spared me: that Tast terribie
aliock, amd §oclosed the heavy door—or, rather, despite my
offorts 10 =lipped from my grosp and fell with a sallen, pro-
longed ccho—monnted the stairs aud reaclued my own roowm
more thoronghly worn-ont and exhausted than 1 had ever vet
fedt in the course of my lifie. For some short time I sat imo-
tivnless in the chair on which T hiael alimnst fulten, when o
sharp, imperative knock at my soem-door, broke siddenly on
the dead stitlness of the night.

1tk

What is 1t ]
The
tuther,

“Henven bave merey onme! . Whao is it ?
teemblingly thought, but iy tongue vefused 1o move,
knock was repeated, then the duor opened, and my
pde and stern=tooking, stood before mae.

SAdat What 15 the meaning of this late vigit
« You have not even luin down yet,” and  he
towardz my Led which was stil] undisturbed.

I made ne reply. The Dunmores were
prevarication of any sort,

oAnd what ave thoss dark stains on your hands of earth

and——nnd—7" he shashleringdy averted Lis glanes, naable to
coutinte,  Swhlenly tarning towards me swaio he Intl his:

hand on oy head and whispered ¢

SChibd I kuow all Whilst yon Kept your lonely watehy
all thrangh the evening down stairs, T Reptinine above, When
vol ross to unbolt the porch for vour brother, [ deseended the
staies and stationed myself weace the door of the reom wheve
vou hoth were, not as a spy on the actions of my childyon, bat,

to calm withont exposing the great feav that had torm nted

wy soul thromeeh the st two wenry hours, When you passed
up stairs, vou hrenshed celose against me—<o closs, that if Vit
Dol been Tess hueried or agitated, vouw would have diseoversd
ure”

Al here was an explangtion of the mysterious breathing
that hiad territicd pre soomuch in the passage.

My father went on: 1 did not enter for T conld nof give

my unfortunate a blessing, awd L would uat pact teem him '

with o curse. When the door eloxed on hiny aned yordeseeneded
with your burden to the cellne, T Iett my dark nook where
aad suffered more than
stake ; and, utterly unable
you, went to my reom.
I hrietty told him,
e shuddered, but soon resumed: S Ada, yon
wonderful degree of heroism and forethought, aud have provid
yoursell worthy of your race, but, all ix not done yet,
must be given voue weetched brother to escape from the
conntry, and to effeet that, we must understand and agrec
upon what we hoth shall suy if questionesd. T will express no
surprise to-morrow, when informad of hix absenee, Imt Cireo-
lossly remark
G
shonld have been no letter to my address in the Danville post-
oftice, When you are questioned by the servants, or, indesd
ay one else, about him, say merely that you sat up waiting

to make even an
Whera did yor hide 7007

till cleven ()tln( k,ax 1 had owitted mentioning to vou ]ll\}

probable prolong, ~d absence, and that you had then: retived 1o
rest, of course,
Lim.”

©Oh, father! if T shonld stamimer or look gnilty whilst tell-
ing so deliberate a fulschood 2°

¢ It must be done!™ was the Tow stern veply. 8 Think you,
givh, 1 have not as shuddering an abhorrence of o lieans \mu—
#elf? Have you ever known me during your seventeen years
of life, tell yvou a fndgebood onee 7 But we must foree onrselves
to dishonour the nnme of Dunmore in private, in order that
fCmay not be dragged through the mire of a public teial, and
perhups, public execution.  Now, listen, you must
and shall, in the form of words whielh I shall dictate, that all
the events of this night shall for ever remain seeret ! N

¢ But, father!” | remonstrated, “no oath to that efleet is
ncc(mﬂm_\r IFor my own,.for poor George's sake,"

#Ada, you must do as [ hid you. "lis too solemn a point
to b trusted solely to the discretion of any of your sex. You
WAY marry hqrqunor, wnd then, T know woll what temptations

Swear,

Though all thix time § felt o

as b had fonnd it -

he asked, -
wlaneasd !

always nwkward at

it

] B
many martyrs have cndured at the
etfors to assist

have shown a’

Time -

that T had given him justrncetions (o proceed to -
—— to teansact some it e business for me ineasse theee

without having seen or heard anything from '

would besct )our path, if you Ios’ud your husband. Swear, as
I command you, at once ) -

With ashen lips 1 repeated the solemn onth which he pro-
nounced so clearly and unfalteringly, - He then added;s « Re-
member, we must hoth meet at the brenkfast tublc to-morrow,
us if notlnn;_r unusunl bad heppencd 1 and Yeft. thc room.

T rose at once, bolted my door; and then -carefully ‘washed
off those terrible stains from my hands and wrists, That
done, T walked mechanically to the window and looked forth.
Snow had fallen during the Tust two hours.  $o much the hei-
ter, ab least in one sense, for the hapless fugitive, [t would
retnrd all diggovery by concenling the dreadful traces near the
lonely pool in the woorl, and lhc tcll tuh' truuka about onr
own door.

Duy was just dawning—the anrn\orhm) of that cver l»lu\m,(l
day on which the Babe of Bethlehem brought ¢ Glory to {tod
on high and peace on earth to men of good-will,®  Inexpres-
sibly culm and tranquil earth looked in that soft harmonious
light—u strunge contrast to my own troubled, agitated breast
With a ery of anguish, I fell on my knees, wailing forth : Oh!
my Heavenly Father, do Thou give peace also to this tortured
breaking henrt !

PART SECOND.
CHAPTER I,

My ifather and myself met at the breakfast table after that
: momentous night, as calm and unmoved in outward :xp[n iwr-
wnee, us if nothing unusual had happened. Troe, we were both
: pulv even to ghastliness, and the unusually dumw fare temp-
ted neither of us to eat, but, Dorothy, never an acute observer,
- took no note of either ¢ 1rcum~t.m: i, and seemed quite ruhu\‘ud

when my father mentioned the probable cause of George's
pabsence. What a Christimas that was! I nerved myself to
go to the morning service at the little church, to meet the
smiling festive fuu' around wme, above all, the (_,(l"(.l‘ curious
glances of Nellie Carr, 80 often directed to om seat, in specu-
Intion probably as to the canse of poor George's ,dl)h(,n(_( The
ceffort was a painful one, but it brought its veward, for some

of the poace 1 implored witly such  agonized cuuu sthess
descended fnto my hnrusl, and the very act of praying for my

hapless onteast brother, was a consolation in itself.  Wearily
Cthe day drageed on, every Hittle circinstance ren

that still dear one \\h-.m wi might never see on earth ¢

As 1 looked at the cvergreens with which he and myself haa
~decorated the chimney, and the
on the walls, the day previous

and recalled the merry

It was not without a terrible inwird stm;,glc. that 1 made
up my mind to present myself in the village clmrch, after.
learning that common report named my brotheras the murs
derer of Jim Warner. I'could willingly, joyfully, bave' shut
mysclf up as my father had 50 long done, from all.contact
with my kind, ¢xcept the members of the huum.hold but con-
sciencee wlu»p«.rud that in me, at least, such u LOUI‘S(.“W()[]‘([ be
inexcusable, 1 was too young to shrink - from the battle of =
life—to throw down my armonr and weapon ere they had been
even tried in the fight,  What, if curious or insolent glances
wore directed towards me—if scornful wounding words fell on
my  car—if [ were pointedd out as the sister of the run-away
criminal and assassin, T still had obligations and duties which
mast be fulfitled, }\un wus thi: anguish 1 experienced, as
knceling down in our lonely pew, 1 remembered that he who
had knclt beside me for so many long years, was now a win-
dever on the carth, the brand of Cain upon his brow.  Well
for me 1 had taken the precaution of wearing a'thick vuil, for
during the commencement of the service, my tears ﬁowcd
mdeed rained down my face.  Cabmer, }mllur thoughts, nft,(,r
u time succecded, and 1 found comfort in offering up coarnest
petitions for my poor outeast brother, With my veil still
down, shiclding me alike from pitying or scornful klances, 1
p.h‘;\.’(l out {rom the chureh at the conclusion of the service,
and took my loncly bomeward way. Many weary bohtar_y
walks had T known during the course of my young life, but,
none eqgual in bitterness to that one. Some Sundays after-
wards it happened that on leaving the sacred edifice, T found
myself close to Nellie Carr. Bhe was as pretiy and coquettish
looking as ever, no difference, save that bright red bows and
ribbons had replaced the foner rose-colonred ones. Oureyes
met, and as I remember all the shame and mlsuv her light,
vum coquetry had bronght on me and mine, something of

cwhat 1 seeretly thought and felt, perhaps bctm_\'cr.l itself in

ainding ns of
again. .

smoke discoloured portraits @

. i
ests
amd Luighter with which be had enlivenced our pleasant labour, !

Esprang toomy fiet with a sudden sense of suifoeation, and |

threw open a window,

< L prudent, Adat said my ather, as he Iaid his hand im-
pressively on my shoulder. The ealmness of the tone did not
dvecive me, for the gray ashen features spoke of o misery (vey

Coreater than my own, and 1 saw him monnt the staivs 10 his
roott with a new and strange feeling of pity towards him
Cawnkening in my heart. '
Meanwhile, Jim Warner's disappearance had ereated no sur-
prise. It wu.s. supposed he had gone to the neighbonring
town on business connected with hiv appreaching marriage,
camlas he was usually alvapt and unceetain in hiis moveinents,
aocene wondered at the fact of his leaving without givingany
uotice of his intended depurtuee. When, after the lapse of a
few days, howoever, it was discoverad that he had never made
Shis appearance there, penple hepgan to Jook grave and to hint
al foul-play.  Soareh was institnted—the wood  examined,
CRoblvs Water dragzed, snd poor Jim Warner, as well ax his
waore found, Suicide, in one in bis peculiar circmustances,
was most improlabde, noet to speak of the unlikelihood of his
naving forethouglit enengh to station himself before the come-
Dittal of such an oact, elose o the edge of a pond, in order

that he anight 3l or crawl in .mcn\m(ls: sa, at the inquest

peld over his reninins, the

verdict of wilful wmnrder against
SOIES P IESOIL Or pevsons unknown, was return-d,
St tim sfter it began to be hruitesd about that my brother

was also missing, had in fouct, disappeared on the same night,
and commentarios wnd suppositions were trecly made, One
morning a wealthy, kin hearvted proprietor, who resided some
Cartlec from ussand whe had known my father from his tirst
arrival i the conntry, rads up to the house and, after asking
for its master, was clog b a long times with i, Promnpted
Gy the Kindest motives, e hind come to el that Nellis Curr,
who by the way, ~cenped but vevy dittle grieved Dy the death
wf hier hetrothed, had acknowledesd the fact of having met

my brother anel conversed a long time with him in the wood,
on the very day that Jim Warner ha:l disappreaved s wlso) re-
poating the expressions of contempt indulgd in by George

towanlr the latter.

ALy father Listened impassably, tedd the stoey he had vesolved
an the night of my hrother’s thht, and deelaeed that i the
Latter—ahout whom he be aran to feel very dansions, baving
received no word from him yvet—were not at G -————— it was
! He then,

Sprobabibe =ome aecident had alzo bappen-d (o hin,
Cunsolivited, summoned Dorothy—it was useliss questioning
Peter, as he had only lately returned—and interroaated her
Chefore the visitors, bt she had gone (o bed 'n he rous ual hour
con the night in g l"n(lnll being tired with ber day’s work, and
i that Master George had not arrived then.”

Soon after our goest, with kind hut still anxions counten-
anse, {ook his deparvture. PPublic opinion now set in strongly
against George, and thers wers but f:w in the village who did
not cither openly ar gecretly aceuse him of the deed. 110 he
were renlly innocent, people asked, why did he not come for-
ward and ass et (0?7 In what other lxhUecould his absenee he
treparded than as o tacit avowal of guilt? Search wax insti-
tnted for Ling at home—abroad—but inefectually, for the
i tuterval of time which had clup~ul—-hvhwn his dcpnrturo
amil the period at which suspiciou settled on hiw, had given
him time to enrery out all his plans of flight,

From that memorable Christuas, my studivs
fathers diseretion was concerned,
He told me be had no longer heart o energy for the tagk, and
that 1 ku=w suflicieut, of at least aay knowledge he could
impart, for any position in life T might hereafter be called on
to 1. He beemne, if possible, more yticent and solitary in
his wayvs than ever un:l n~pul~nd with nuwm‘mmg firmuess,

. RO fm' ar my

fidence or to evinge the s\'mpu(hv I felt for his lva-l\, hope-
loss grief,

News, of course, had come long since from G , stating
| that m) hrother lmd never baen there, and it was often now
roundly stated that @ when Master Dunmoro had oreupod, the
1 gallows had Leen choatadd of their lawful pray.”

T

the timid uth-mpzn I oceasionally ventured on to win his con- |

my counteénance.  She was not one to bear in patience with
any provocation, however =light, and tossing her head and its
scarlet ribbons, she exclaimed aloud, addressing herself to a
roup near her.
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To be continued.

PLANTS IN SLEEPING ROOMS,

The following is from the pen of Dr. J. C.
January number of the Galazy :

Draper, in the
» Though the air is dependent for the renewal of its oxygen
an lhn., action of the green leaves of plauts, it must not be for-
sotten that it is only in the presence and under the stimulus
of light that these organisins diceompos: carbonic acid,  All
plants) irtespeetive of their kind or nature, absorb oxygen and
exhale carbonde weid in the dark,  The quantity of noxious
sas thas eliminated ix, however, exceedingly swall when com-
paved with the oxygen thrown out during the day. When they
ire towering, plants extale carbonic acid in considerable
prantity, and at the sma e time evolve Leat, In this condition,
therefore, they resembl - animols ns regacds their relation to
the air s and a number of plants placed in o roont would, under
these circumstanees, tend to vitiate the air,
< While the phanerogamia, or flowering plants, dopeond o
she air almest entively for their Mlppl\' of carbon, and are
sisyoduring the day in restoring to it the oxvgen that has
been removed By animads, uany of the inferfor eryptogamis,
i the fungl and parasitic plants, obtain their nonrishm.nt
from material that has aleeady been orpunized,  They do not

vhsorh carbonite acid, but, on the contrary, they act like ani-
ord~, abzorbing oxvgen and exhaling carbonic aeid awt all
timees, 1t i, theretoro) evident that their presence in a room

cannot be productive of good results,
oA side from the nightly deleterious action that plants may
Xert on the atinosphy: ot a sleeping room, by inercasing th
uopr-rtmn of carbonic acid during the nighr, ther. is another
m\( more impurtant objection 1o by urged against their pre-
«:ce in .~u~vh apartments. Like anim; nl.\, they exhnle puculiar
volatile organic principles, which in many instances render
the air unfic tor the purposez of respiration. Even in the days
of Andronicns this faet was recegnized, for he says, in speik.
ing of Arabin Felix, that » by veason of myerh, rrankineense,
and hot spices there growing, the air was so obnoxious to their
foajns, that the very inhabitants at some times eannot avoid
i+ influence,  What the inibience on th: brains of the inha-
bitants may have heen decs ot at present interest us: we
bhave only quoted the statement to show that long azo the
cianations from plusts were regarded as having an intluene:
aon the conditions the airg and, in view of our present
ignorance, it would be wis: to banish them from our sleeping
apartinents, at least until we are better informad regavding
their true propertics,” -

ot

were entively abandoned. |

Firg-rroor Feryitere.—Every now and then loud noiso
are heard about the importance of rondering the dresse
of baltat girls incombustible, but no one scems to think
that there are other things to which it would be equally
important to apply a five-avertar,  Why should 'wo not
makoe our houses uninfbunmable, and our turniture tire-«
proof? It can casily be done—or rather could be—if there
were some sort of mmpulﬂon put upon builders and up-
holsterers.  Timber ix the materinl that needs the pre-
servative, and it may be prevented from firing by simply
impregnating it with a concentrated solution of rock-salt-
The fact has just been announeed by a German chemist,
who wus commissioned to solve the question Ly a iire in-
suranee company.  Water-glass will act as well, but it is
expensive; rock-salt is dire cheap.  Tho salt, too, renders
woord proof against dry rot and the ravages of inscets. Its
antagounism to fire might be tumed to acecount in ox.
nnguMnng flames, for a solution of it pumped out of a
fire-engine upon burning matter, would be vastly more
efficient than plain water.  OQur system of five extinction
neads revision. Weo now often do as much damage by
indiseriminate watering as the tire would if left to burn
iteelf out—only who will initiate improvements 2—Court
Jarornal,

3

o

A Pittsburg thiof, who had been shop-lifting, when ask-d
whother he had any thmg to say, replied that he had'taken tho
goods, but had intended to return them aftor a-fow ‘days: and
‘Cantonish the propristors.”



