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THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

us o resent every real or supposed wrong?
Is a nation’s hanour te be upheld by showing
its superiority in physical force and the
ower of destroying its enemies? No re-
}lecting mind has any answer for these ques-
tions but one. A nation’s greatness and ho-
nour do not depend on these things. A na-
tion’s real greatness, and true honour, are to
be found in the intelligence and virtue of its
people, in their industry and honourable en-
terprise, in their progress in the useful and
ornamental arts and those sciences which
expand and exalt the mind, and in their re~
spect for that religion which imparis to the
whole, ornament, dignity, and grace. Hence
the evidences of a nation’s greatness are not
to be seen in the extent of its teritary, the
strength of its armies, or the number of its
forts and arsenals, We are to judge of ils
greatness by its merchant seaports, its busy
factories, its well cultivated fields, its halls of
science, its seminaries of learning, and its
Christian temples frequented by sincere, re-
verent, and enlightened worshippers. The
evidenee of a nation’s honour is not fo be
seen in its jealous sensibility, or in its swift-
ness to resent its wrongs. We are to judge
of its honour by its serupulons integrity in
giving every man his due, and by its sacred
sense of justice, which holds the balance
equally between the poor and the rich,
and which throws the shield of protection
over the cottage of the peasant as well as
over the palace of the prince. National ho-
nour, in the common aceeptation of the term,
isan ignus fuluus,—a glhitering nothing ;—
shining in the woral darkness of the world,
misleading nations into war, with all its at-
tendant calamities and erimes,

In the case under consideration, we have
seen that the cause of the apprehension
should not have been sufficient to create any
anxiety, if the principles of Christianity had
been properly apprehended and appreciated.
And here we may enquire, Should any cause
be suflicient to drive two couniries such as
Great Britain and the United States into war?
I cannof think se. If ever these nations go
to war, there must be a tremendous shame,
and a terrible sin somewhere, All war is
useless. It is the barbarous remnant of a
barbarous age. 1f myself and my neighbour
cannot agree upon a question of property,
that is no good veason why I should shoot
him, or he shoot me, that the surviver might
decide the matter according to his own way.
If we cannot scltle the question amicably
ourselves, or by the aid and advice of [riends,
‘there are tribunals of law and equity to which
we refer it, and to whose, decision we. yield.
Now as I have already said, nations are but
individuals in the 'mass, and all their dis-
putes, whether of property or of policy, might
and should be settled in a similar way. Law
and equity might and should take the place of
the bayonet and the cannon ball.  Wise and
thoughtful men, guided by established rules
and right principles, sbould be the arbiters in
such matters, not heated and passionate mul-
titudes drilled to the use of deadly weapons.
Moral means should be resorted to in such
cases, not mere physical force. Christianity
should rule and be respected, not a mere bar-
barous custom.

In the case before 1s the calamity of war
has been averled. The threatening cloud
has been swept away, and the sun of peace
still shines upon us. Tn this event of the
past year we have abundani reason for gratula-
tion and thankfulness. If this had not taken
place, we might have been now deploring an
interrupted commerce, or mourning the ab-
sence or untimely fate of acquaintances or
friends. We should rejoice, moreover, not
merely on our own account, and that of the
country with which we are connected, but
because of the evidence which such an event
affords of the growing sentiment in favor of
permanent and universal peace. In both
Great Britain and America this sentiment is
gaining ground. During the past year many
u friendly message was passed between the
two countries deprecating all war, and in-
viting mutual efforts to secure constant peace.
Boston in the old world exchanged messages
with Bostan in the new. Worcester with
Worcester. Plymouth with Plymouth. Var-
ious Sunday schools on either side of the
Atlantic exchanged similar messages, and
bodies of Christian ministers also received
and sent, the like olive branches. Thus, not
only has the cloud been dispersed, but it has
left the sun of peace shining more securcly
than before.

TIE NEW PLANET.

But the events of God’s Providence, as
they have been disclosed to our view duwring
the past year, have, of course, been various
in their cgmmcter. ‘We have already glanced
at some maiters connecled with the policy
of nations and the proceedings of religionists.
We shall now pass to a distinet and differ-
ent topic, and notice it briefly. It could not
be overlooked in a review like the present.
I allude 10 an important discovery of the
past year—the discovery of a new planet.

'

Hitherto we had supposed that our solar
system was bounded by the orbit of the
planet Uranus. But scicuce has cast ler
far reaching eye deeper into the depths of
space, and found another travelling orb lying
far beyond. This discovery extends the
limits of our solar system to four times its
former dimensious. Suys Dr. Chalmers in his
astronomieal discourses, “The planctary sys
tem has its boundary; but space has none.”
This is true. But who can undertake de-
finitely to fix the boundary of the planetary
system ? Until about half a century since
the world knew but siz primary planets.
Now it has {welve—I should rather say
thirteen, for besides the discovery of the
large planet, another small one has recently
been brought to light.—It iz a Iittle more
than half & century (in 1781) since Uranus
was discovered by Herschel. This addition
made seven primary planets in our system.
The remaining siz have all been bronght to
lisht within the present century,—that
which now fuorms the boundary, lying at
three tiines the distance of Uranus from the
suny being the discovery of the past year.
The distance of Uranus from the centre of
the system is ealenlated at cightecen hundred
millions of miles.  The distance of the new-
ly discovered planctary orb from the sun,
wust, therefore, be five thousand four hundred
millions of miles. The vevelation here
made is immense. The contemplation
thereof, overwhelmmng.

Of al} the plysical sciences astronomy is
the grandest.  As we stand beneath the
shining concave of a noctwrnal sky and
raise our eyes to the ten thousand stary
points which streamy their light npon the
earth, and reflect the while, that every one
of these may be a world as Jarge or larger
than our own, traversing through space in
obedience to the same law which gnides
owr own, and filled like our own with mil-
lions of wtelligent inhabitants, does not the
mind bow and sink beneath the overpower-
ing weight of the conception?  Every age,
Iam aware, is prone to vaunt itselfon s
seientific achievements, but 1 think we are
amply justificd by facts when we speak of
the rapid strides of astronomical scicnee in
the present age.  Malf a century since, the
powerful telescope of Herschel aceomplish-
ed wonders. Lt penetrated the depths of ne-
bulous maszes and brought forth clusters of
stars.  Other nebule it ceuld not vesolve, and
at that time the great astronomer himsell
pronounced some of these abselutely un-
resolvable.  But how vain are such judg-
ments ! The present age has proved their
vanity.  When the leviathan instrument of
Lord Rosse was directed to certainof. those
nebule, before its resolving power they
“ burst into stars.?® - Thus it Is thut assiduous
aud persevering seience extends her sway,
and reaches deeper and deeper into the in-
finite and unknown.

Discoveries of this character nalurally
prompt the question—where shall these
cease 7 And who shall attempt to answer
such a question? TBorrowing the language
of an eloquent living writer,* we may ask.
¢ Who shall assign a limit to the discoveries
of future ages?  Who can prescribe to science
her boundaries, or restrain the active and in-
satiable curiosily of man within the circle of
his present acquiremenis? We may guess
with plausibility, what we cannol anlicipate
with confidence. The day may yet he com-
ing when our instruments of observation shall
be inconceivably more powerful *+ *+ ~ *
They may lay open to us the unquestionable

vestiges of art, and industry, and intelligence,
in those countless worlds which we see float-
ing in space around us. We may see sum-
mer throwing its green mantle over these

naked and colorless after the flush of vegeta-
tion has disappeared,

cultivation spreading a new aspect over some
porlion of a planetary surface. Perhaps
some large city, the metropolis of & mighty
empire may expand into a visible spot by
the powers of some future telescope.”>—These
are bold surmises.— But who shall say they
are not justiftable? None would venture to
pronounce dogmatically against them who
has paid any attention to the progress ol
science. Stupendous and magnificent is the
universe of God. And every [resh discovery
which brings to view more worlds and sys-
tems, constrains the pious and contemplative
mind 1o a yet profounder reverence for Him
whose power created all, and whose wisdom
controls all.

* Dr. Chalmors,

CLOSING EXTRACT.

I cannot close these somewhat lengthened
remarks without reminding you, that there is
another world much nearer to you all, and
much more imporlant to you all, than the out-
ward universe. I mean the world within
you—the world of your own souls. What

have you gained there during the past year?

What progress have you made in true and
vital holiness ?  Remember that the soul is
destined to outlive the policy, the disputes,
and the physical calamities of nations, and all
carthly alliances, be they ever so extensive,
for evil or for good. Remember that it will
survive when the planets and “the stas
shall fade away, and the sun himsell grow
dim with age.”® And remember, too, that

here it is in training for its portion throughout
the interminable future which ties before it.
What a solemn monition is conveyed in this
thought! I cannot review your souls’ pro-
gress during the year that is past. I canonly
review my own, The task Is strictly a personal
one. God alone can know whether we do
it honestly.  Dut it isan imporlant worlk, and
I recommend you to perform it. Ponder
thoughtfully on the past, act with a sincere
and single eye to duty in the present, and
resolve righteously for the fulure. And
piously invoke on every thought, and act,and
resolution the blessing of ITim who alone can
build you up in every good word and work.
With such a discipline, year after year will
roll over your heads to find you growing in
grace and goodness, and as the ontward uni-
verse is reflected in the serenity of pious
souls, you will perceive, indeed, that the Lord
crowneth the year with Joving kindness and
ordereth every event in wisdom and in love.

MINISTRY AT LARGE IN BIRMING-
HAM, ENGLAND.
(From the Doston Manthly Mlagazine.)

We have lately read with great pleasure the
second aunual report of Rev.J.G. Brooks, Minister
at large in Birmingham. The report is replete
with the tokens of the sonnd judgment, good
feelings, natiring industry of Mr. Brooks, and in-
dieates most clearly that in lis appointient onr
friends of the Unitarinn faith in that ety have laid
our wlwole denomination, if not the world, under
new oblications. We may well rejoice that so
excellenta fellow-labower is added to the distin-
guished corps of ministers at larae in Great Bri-
tain. We know, hoth throngh the repors of
enlightened Americans, and still better from the
adutission of intelligent Englislmen of the Bstab-
lished Church, that liberal Christianity is no-
where prodl!cing hettey, greater, or MOre gencr-
ally acknowledged results than in the ministers
of this class in London, Liverpool, Manchester,
&e, Who does not feel thankful that Birming-
i hag entered into the rase with her sister
cities?  Who will not ofler nu eawnest prayer for
her and their equal and continued success? We
should be happy to quote very fully front Mr.
Brooks's report. The plan pursued in his mi-
nistry is that familiar witll our ministers at Iavge,
embracing a Sunday-seliool and chapel servicee,
sewing aud evening schools, reading-rooms and
Yibreries, leatures and socinl gatherings,  ‘There
is but one opinion in regard to the expediency
and efficiency of these ngencies for onr own large
towns and cities ; but let it be remembered that
our brethren abroad are maintuining such things
in the land of Oliver "Pwist and Little Nell, and
who can question for & moment the cflects of the
enterprise 7

We must content ourselves at this time with
a single extract from the Report in question, 1t
shall be upon a point of great interest aned impor-
tance, to which na little attention has been ealled
by the press of our own country, and upon which
no paing should be spared in goarding against
every tendeney to prevension ov abuse. We
mean * the Ragred Schools”  We have leen

mighty fracts, and we may sece them left

In the progress of
years or centuries, we may trace the hand of

told of the establishment of one in Boston ; bat

Dr. Tuckerman waintnined this  prineiple
throush the whole of his ministry.  All his cond-
jutors or suceessors in this conntry and Great Bri-
tain, we are glad to say, have virtually coincided
with him,  We are confident that, with Mr.
Brooks, they may wrace no small portion of their
suceess Lo this single but all-itmportant feature of
the Ministry at Large.
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@ gvery test cannected with the "I'rinitarinn controversy
on both sides of the question, i+ noticed i this volumo.
Phe bouk is divided intotwao paris, ‘Fhc tisst of these con-
taius * the Seripture evidence of Unitarinninn ;* thesecond
sthe alleged Seripture evidenee for Priviturinnism,  To
the tirst port, besldes quoting the teats as they appear in the
anthorised version, Mr. Witsos tumizhes us, in muuy enses,
with nvariety of ronderings, by seholurs of ackuowledged
prrinenee 3 atd thronghout the whole he proseats s with
5 of, furethle sl pertinent remneks of his own.  In
ceand part, he not nuly_ s5 the (‘ulllr(n'x'rlv'_tl toxts i
fudl, but nl=o gives *illustrative texts® to throw light on tho
meaning ot the prowinent ieoms which appear in them,”'—
Bogton Christien Fiwmines

PTiy Coxcrssions oF TrINtTARtaNs ; being
a Selection of Extracts fromn the most emi-
nent Biblical Critics and Comnentators.
By John Wilson.

SCWe ennnot conevive g ‘rinitarian looking this bank in
the fce. without ndecided =inking of the beart,—without,
u sense of tho ground, which he had tahen 1o be so gmlid
shrinking from under him,—without the involintary ejncus
Intion  “Save mo from my friends!* Por here are six
hupdred pages of refutation of Trinitarinnism, by Trini-
tarinns thenwelves, dmwa from over two hundred eminent
writers of tind denominntion.  Tnother words, it is n volume
of estracts from eolehrated orthedox writers of al) nges of
the ehreh, in which they bave lnvegiven Umtarian expo-
sitioms of Prinitarian prouliteats. Awd it appenrs, from ex-
wining the work—avhat, indeed, hus ofteu heen loosely
wsmerted~—thut there isnatone out of il the pussages in the
Biblebrought forwnnl in support of the dectrine of the P'ri-
nity, which, by ont orinare ‘Crinitnrine writers, lgn_s nntl.uc'u
wiven up 1o theif apponems, is edmitting or requiring o Unis
tarinn terpictation.  Here, tl:cml‘qru, we hnve »operfeet
artnoury of wenpons for the destruction of 1he Great Error,
furmishid by the believers and defeudors of' the error thems
selves” .
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trust, for the credit of our city, thatit is not o,
We are sure that hopes are entertained, if steps
are not already taken, in many places, for the
opening of such scheols; and we beg every one
to listen to DMr. Brooks before proceeding any
further in a course thut does wot appear to be
founded in reason, justice, or humanity.

« T might multiply instances ; but these are
suflicient to show our great difficulties and the
importance of these schools in such localities.
Still I most strongly object to their receiving the
degrading nante of ¢ Ragged,’ though this is now
becoming so fashionable. Drand these chtldren
as Puarinhs, aceustom them to the name, and the
great danger is, that as such they will always be
content to renmin. They arc too low alrendy,
and we ought not to multiply difficulties in the
way of their self-elevation, If we _do eur duty
to them, the children will improve and become
fitting objects of our Christian sympathy and aid.

“We must, as far as possible, bring them in
contact with higher classes than their own, ac-
custom them to more improving influence, and
thus destroy the isolated feelings and habits
which mark them as a separate and despised
caste. When this is done, the character of the
school is changed, and consequently the name
becomes a degrading mishomer.

“ Daring my visit to London, last Aprit, T paid
a visit to one of the Rngged Schools, and there
the nbove thoughts were deeply hmpressed on my
mind. I was surprised to find the police in at-
tendance to preserve order among the pupils;
thus giving the slrongest assurance that the
teachers felt little or no confidence in their scho-
lars ; but little love and no respeet.  How is it
possible that love can exist without confidence
on both sides? Aund how is it to b: expected
that moral power, the true element of success, in
these and all other schools, shiould exert its true
influence when allied in such close union with the
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12, —Unitarianism a Progressive FMaith.
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constable’s stafl'l 1could not help contrasting
the singular disorder and want of respect, with
our own orderly and busy schools.”
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