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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.
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CONTRABAND GOODS. stances, may become contraband at anather
—_— time, or under different circamstances, It
is admittcd on all hands, even by Mr,

Contraband is a tcx:m applied !0 such Hubner, the great advocate for the free.
goods as are prohibited from being im- dom of neutral commerce, that everything
ported or exported, boug.ht or sold, either that may be made directly available for
by the laws of a particular stute or by |y, 4110 purposes is contraband, as arms,
special treaties; it is also applied to de- 1o, nition, horses, timber for shibbuild-
signate that class of commodities which ing and all sorts of naval stores. 'Lhe
neutrals are not a"°“’°fi to carry during| raatest difficulty has occurred in deciding
war to a belligerent power. as to provisions, which are sometimes held

It is areconized general priniciple of the | tg be contraband, and sometimes not ; so
law nations, that ships may sail to and |t i3 doubted whether coal be contrabard

trade with all kingdoms, countries and | of war, Lord Stowell has shown that the.
states in peace with the princes or author-! ¢haracter of the port to which the provis

ities whose flags they bear; and that they
are not to be molested by the ships of auy
other power at war with the country with
which they are trading, unlessthey engage
in the conveyance of contraband goods.
But great difliculty has arisen in deciding
as to the goods comprised in this tern.

In order to obriate all disputes as to
what commodities should be deemed con-
traband, they have sometimes been speci-
fied in treaties or conventions, But this
classitlcationisnotalwaysrespected during
hostilitics ; and it is suficiendy evident
that an article which might not be contra-
band at one time, or under certain circum-

ions are destined is the principal circum-
stance to be attended to in deciding
i whether they are to be looked upon as con.
| traband. A cargo of provisions intended
{ for an enemy’s port, in which it wus known
that a warlike armament was in prepara.
| tion, would be liable to arrest and confls.
cation ; while, if the same cargo were in-
tended fora port where none but merchant.
men were fitted out, the most that could
be done would be to detain it, paying the
neutral the same price for it as he would
have got from the enemy.
I The right of visitation and secarch is a
right inherent in all belligerents; for it

would be absurd to allege that they had a
right to prevent the conveyance of contra-
band goods to an enemy, and todeny them
the use of the only means by which they
can give effect to such right. The object
of the search in two-fold. First, to ascer-
tain whether the ship is neutral or an
enemy, for the circumstance of his holst.
ing a neutral flag affords no security that
it is really such ; and secondly, to ascertain
whether it has contraband articles or
enemies’ property on board,

VICTORIA BUSINESS CAPITAL,

To many, the figures given below, repre-
senting the amount of capital invested in
the wholesale and retail business in Vie.
toria, will be revelation. The figures have
been prepared for Tie COMMERBIAL JOUR.
NAL by a gentleman who can speak auti_or-
atively on matters of this kind. It might
be explained that a number of lines not
specifled in the annexed table are included
inn one or otherof the heuds. For instance,
under hardware, etc.,, are included the
amounts represented by paints and paint-
ers ; again, under liquors, will be included
capital invested in cigars, tobaccos, restau.
rants, ete, There is also omitted the con.
siderable capital employed in shipping,
mining aund various other enterprises not
operating directly within the mercantile
circles of Victoria. The large capital rep-
resented by the Hudson’s Fiay Co., the
benks, professional men e:2 butchers is
also omitted. Togetlher with tiits may be
mentioned the fact that the figures are
largely representative of the actual surplus
over and above liabilities,

Clothing, talloring, otC. se....s coevess.$ 296,000
Dry goods, fncluding millinery and
fancy goods..
Boots and shoes,
Groceries, ctCoee, ...
Liquors, ‘otacco, cigat: ctc., includ-
ing bre'werles, restaurants, ctCosuas.,
Produce, milling, etc .....c. .....
Statfonery, notions, including miusica.
Instrunients, €lCivee  .ccvecersenss . 183,000
Hardware, plumbing, stoves, cte,, in-
cluding oilmen‘sstores, fronworkers,

Drugs, bakcrg and confectionery 495,000
Furniturc and house furnishin 388,000
Lumber, sash and door, bricks, con.

tracting, €lC.eeaeevecs coveonitecaneas 660,000
Blacksmithing, carriages, ete ... ..... 80,000
Jewellery, ctc... 161,000

Printing, publishing and bookbinding, 125,000
Commitssion, real cstate and genera 1,170,000

ageney lines.... eo.. .. cese
Totalieeieeoneire connnecsnnnennenaess7,177,000
—— e s

CUSTOMI.

—

Custom is an unwritten law established
by long usage and the consent of our an-
cestors. If it be universal, it is common
law; if particular, it is then properly cus.
tom. The requisites to make a particular
custom good are these: (1) Itmusthave
been used s¢ long that the memory of man
runs not to the contrary ; i2) it must have
been continued; and (3) peaceable; also
(4) reasonable ; and (5) certain ; (6) compul-
sory, and not left to the option of every
person, whether he will use it or not ; and
(7) consistent with other customs, for one
custom cannot be set up in opposition to
another. Customs are of different kinds,
as customs of merchants, customs of acer-
tain district, customsof a particularmanor,
etc. If there be an invariable custom and
general usage or custom of any particular
trade or place, the law sill imiply that a
party contracting upon & matter to which
the same has reference, intended toimport
such usage or custom into his contract.



