CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

Septenther, 188q

wmors into demand every day, and are
becoming a necessity to a lavgo proportion
of owr people.  Seoing this, and vecogniz-
ing the fact that where inteolligence and
compotency ure required the druggist
comes to the front, we iare of opinion that
optical goods, that is to say, spectacles,
oye glusses, opera glasses, microscopes, and
all that go to make up the optician’s stock
in trade, should form an important fealure
in overy well-kept drug store. Easy to
handle, rvequiving but a short time to
hocome thoroughly acquainted with the
titting of sights, etc., yiolding good profits,
and making a nice display when proporly
shown, they not only make up for many of
the “cuts™ which the drug businessof the
present day has to suffer from, but build
up & class of trade which, f properly
looked after, will prove a source of remun-
eration in more ways than one.

There are several points which we would
impress on those who have not hitherto
handled these goods. One is, handle only
fivst-clacs goods. Cheap goods. although
seemingly profitable at first sight, do not
pay, for they do not give satisfaction, and
are in fact detrimental to your trade.
Keep the stock of numbers well up, so as
not to have to substitute ove number
when perhaps a higher or a lower would
be more sunitable, and make a striking
display of your goods, Tn fact. make it
one of your “ specialties.”

FLUCTUATIONS IN IODINE.

The following letter, which has been
sent us for publication, shows the cause of
the recent decling and svbsequent sudden
advance in price of iodine and its prepara-
tions -~

PuiLavenenia, Sept. 6, 1884,

Dear Sirn~—As a number of our friends
have written to us regarding the recent most
unsatisfactory tluctuationa m the price of
indino and the preparations of ivdine ; and as
there appears to be a misapprehension as to
tho real position of manufacturers, we desire
tu briefly give the facts in the case.

The price of crude iudinoe is entirely under
the control of a combination, compased of
makers of jodine in Svuth America and
Lurope.

Wae are in no way connected with the com-
bination, but are separat¢ and distinct from
it, and subject to its decision as to how much
and at what prices it will sell.

Within thirty days the price fell more than
fifty per cent., and then abruptly advanced
to the old figures. Over these fluctuntions
wo had not the slightest coutrol.

About August 1 the combination dropped
the price—again on August 8—and again on
August 12 ; but manufacturers of indine pre-
parations were at first refused sufficient sup-
lies of iodine at the low price agreed upon
hy the combination, an 1 finally were refused
untirely, and found thomselves in the anoma.-
lous positivn of receiving pressing orders «nd
for unusually large quantities) restricted to

low prices, without being able to purchase
cride material at correspondingly low rates.

Had we been able to obtain an adeguate
supply of crude judine at the low price nnmed
August 12, it wonld have beon in our power,
a8 it would have beon our pleasurs, to con-
tinue to furnish our frionds with usnal
quantities and at low figures. But such was
not the case.

Wo par ed with a great deal of our stock
at a heavy loss, but whon our supplies of
manufactured goods hecame greatly reduced,
and, in some cascs, ontirely exhausted, and
we were refused the crude material from
which to continue manufacturing, thore ro.
mainod but one course to pursue ; namely,
to out down orders,

And when the combination restored tho
prico to the old figures, which it did about
Soptembor 1, the ouly further course left for
us to take was to go back to a basis of cost,
and not work longer on meaningless quota-
tiong.

Very respectfully, your fricnds,
Powers & \WWEIGHTMAN,

PHARMACY OF THE FUTURE,

A weoll-known professor of pharmacy in
one of our eastern cities, not long ago
said : The manufacturers have come to
stay. Students of the subject all over the
country arve forced to believe that such is
the fact. Some of us will be obliged to
give up a favourite ideal in accepting it,
for we have long dreamed of a pharma-
ceutical profession of individual pharma-
cists, each an independent manufacturer.
But it must be apparent to the most
superficial observer that this ideal is a false
one. You ask, Why? Let us consider
the answer.

First, pharmacy boing the science of
preparing medicine, it must of necessity
depend upon therapeutics, or the applica-
tion of medicineto cuve discase. Pharmacy
will therefore take form according to the
demands of the medical profession. There
is w growing tendency upon the part of
the profession. as therapeutic seience pro-
gresses, to nse less medicine, and in sim-
pler. more concentrated forms. tlor ex-
ample take normal liguids. Here is a
concenirated fluid form of medicine of
standard strength obfained by assay. This
class of preparation can be made with
profit on the large scale, and, of course, is
out of the reach of the pharmacist who
manufactures on the smaller scale.

Take another example, that of coated
pills now used so extensively. Itisa well-
known fact that the coating of pills in
large quantities is a very cheap operation,
while in the smaller way of the ideal
pharmacist, competition with the great
manufacturing houses engaged in this
line of work is impossible.

- Even the manufacture of fluid extracts
is more profitable on a large scale, and in
the struggle for supremacy the manufac-

turer can undersell the ideal pharmacist,
And this is true in regard to all prepura-
tions, for the manufacturer who deals in
largo quantities can buy cheaper, und
therefore undorsell his sinaller competitor,
if he is forced to by competition.

Second, the large manufacturing houses
have the advantage in the selection of
drugs. ‘They have the first pick in the
market ; and not until each lot is picked
ovor many times does it finally fall in
reach of the ideal pharmacist manufactur-
ing small portions at one time. Then,
foo, when large purchases are made of
drugs admitting assay, such as cinchona
and the narcotics, the manufacturer can
buy according to assay. This is done
oxtensively in the case of somé drugs, and
the tendency is to a more extensive adop-
tion of the plan.

There are other reasons, such as perfect
machinery of costly design, ele., that puts
modern pharmacy in many departmonts
out of the reach of the ideal professional
pharmacist. The modifying influence of
homaopathy, too, is a factor of no mean
importance in its influence, not only upon
the public, but upon the prices as well.
And thus successful manufacture of home-
opathic triturations can be accomplished
only upon a large scale.

The preparation of medicines, therefore,
is leaving the hands of the ideal profes-
sional pharmacist. and going into the
hands of the wmanufacturer. And the
tendency is to its further exodus.

[f the pharmacy of the future is going
into the hands of the manufacturing
houses, what is to become of the pharma-
cists of the future ? Are they, too, going
into the hands of the mamufacturers v
Yes, part of them undoubtedly are. As
science progresses the competition between
these houses will become more and more
severe.  This will require the employment
of @ higher and higher class of talent. To
meet this demand our pharmacentical col-
leges will be reyuired to continually raise
the standard : pharmaceutical training
will have to be changed to fit young wen
to enter the great manufacturing establish-
ments and handle improved forms of ma-
chinery not found in the drugstore. Ana-
lytical and synthetical chemistry of the
higher and more practical type will have
to be tanght. It may seem a startling pro-
position, but it is nevertheless a fact that
nuny teachers in pharmacy, now connected
with our colleges, would Dbe obliged to
undertake a course of special training to
fit them to oceupy a position in charge of
almost any one of the departments in a
large manufacturing establishment.

But not all the pharmacists of the future
will go into the hands of the wmanufac-
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