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more into demand every day, and are
heroming a iecessity to a large proportion
of our people. Seeing thiis, and recogniz-
inig the fact that wlerc intelligence and
compoeteicy are required the druggist
comnes to the front, we are of opinion that
Optical goods, that is to say, spectacles,
ye glitsses, opera ghsses, Im icroscopes. and

ail that go to iîakn up the optician's stock
in trado, should formn an important foature
in every well-kept drug store. Easy to
liandle, requiring but a short tinie to
heome thoroughly acquainted with the
litting of sightfs, etc., yielding good profits,
and making a nice display when properly
slown, they not only iake up for mulany of
ihe " cuts whicht the drug business of the
presient, day las to suffer fron, but build
up a class of trade which, if properly
looked after, will prove a source of remnînî-
eration in more wiays than oie.

There are several points which we would
impress on those who have not hitherto
hanidled tiese goods. 0One is, liandle only
first-class goods. Cheap goods. although
seemingly profitable at first sight, do not
pay, for they do not give satisfaction, and
are in fact detriiental to your trade.
Keep the stock of numbers well up, so as
not te have to substitute one nuinbr
when perhaps a higher or a lower would
he more suitable, and make a striking
display of your goods. l fact, nake it
one of your "l)ecialties."

FLUCTUATIONS IN IODINE.

'Tihe following letter, which has beun
sent us for publication, shows ith cause of
the recent decline and subseiuent suideîn
advance in price of iodinie :and its prepara-
tions

PîuuAE..mis.r , Secpt. 6, 1$889.
Dmant Sîa.-As ai tnumber tif ouair friends

iave written to us regzardimg the receit most
unsatisfactory tluctuation; in t'h0 price of
indine and the preparations of iodine ; and as
there appears to be a mîisapprehension as to
the roal position of manufacturers, we desire
tu brietly give the facts n the case.

The price of crude iudinîe is entirely inder
the control of a combination, composed of
muakers of ioditie in South America and
Euroupe.

Vu are in lie way conected with the coi.
bination, but arc separate and distinct froma
it, and subject to its decision as to liow mucl
and at what prices it will sell.

Within thirty days the price foll amore thanî
tifty per cent., and then abruptly advanced
te the old figures. Over these fluctuation,
we lad net the sliglitest control.

About August 1 the conhination dropped
the orice-again on August 8-and again ont
August 12 ; but uamanufacturers of iodine pre-
parations were at first refused suflicient sup.
plies of iodine at the low price agreen upeon
by ti conbiiation, au 1 finally were refised
unitirely, and found tleamsolves in the anmaita-
louis positii of receiving pressing orders •:and
for unusually large quantities) restrictudl tu

low prices, withouit being able to purchaise
criude imaterial at correspondingly low rates.

Had we been aible to obtaint ai adeqitte
supply of crude iodine at the low pricu iamiîîed
August 12, it wouîld have been in our power,
as it would have beenî out pleasure, to con-
tinue to furnishi our friends with usial
quantities and at low figures. But auch was
lot the case.

Wu par ed with a great deal of our stock
at a heavy luss, but when our supplies of
nantufactured gooda becanie greatly reduced,

and, in somte cases, entirely exhausted, and
-we were refused the crude naterial from
whiclh ta continue maatufacturing, thiere re.
nained but one course te pursueî ; namllely,
to cut down orders.

And whens the combination restored the
prico to the old figures, which it did about
Septemsiber 1, the only further course leit for
us to take was t go back to a basi4 of cost,
and not work longer oi nuaningless quota-
tuons.

Very respectfuilly, your friends,
PowEauts & WEIoînA.

PHARMACY OF THE FUTURE.

A well-known professr of pharmacy in
one of our easterin cities, net long ago
said : The maiînufacturers have cone te
stay. Students of the subject all over the
country are forced te believe that suclh is
the fact. Sme of us will be obliged to
give up a favourite ideal in accepting it,
for we have long dreamed of a phîariîa-
ceutical profession of individual pharmîa-
cists, eaci an independent manufacturer.
But it iiust lue apparent to the miîost
suaperfical observer tlat this ideal is a false
onle. You ask, Why Y Let us consider
the answer.

First, pharmîacy bein', flic science of
preparing iedicine, it muust of nlecessity
depend uîpon therapeuties, or the applica-
tien of mîedicineto cure discase. Pharmnacy
will thtrefore take format according to the
demands of the medical profession. There
is a growinig tendency upon fle part of
the profession. as therapeuitie qcieice pro-
grsses. tn uie leýs' minedicine, and in sim-
pler. more conicentrated forais. For ex-
ample take normal liquids. Here is a
concentrated fluid forii of imedicine of
standard -strength ohtained by assay. This
class of preparation eau be made vith
profit oi fle large scale, and, of course, is
out of the reachi of the pharmacist who
maanufactures on the smlaallor scale.

'Take another example, that, of coated
pills now used so extensively. Itis a well-
knownî faut that the coating of pills in
large quantities is a very cheap operation,

hile in the smnaller way of the ideal
pharmuacist, competition witf h the great
manufacturing houses engaged in this
line of work is impossible.
. Even the manufacture of Iluid extracts

is more profitable on a large scale, and in
the struggle for snureitacy the muanufac-

tirer can underseil flic ideal pliarmacist.
And this is truc in regard to altl proparai-
tions, for the manufacturer vlio deals in
large quantifies can buy chiaper, and(,
therefore undersell lis sinaller competitor.
if lie is forced to by competition.

Second, the large mîanufacturing huses
have tlc advantage in the selection of
drugs. 'Tihey have the first pick in the
market ; and not until each lot is pieked
over mîany times does it finally fall in
reaclh of tle ideal pharmacist imaînufactur-
ing simall portions it one tinte. 'Theni,
foo, wlen large puirchaises are made of
drugs admnitting assay, such as cinchona
and the narcoties, the manuifacturer can
huy according te assay. This is done
extensively in the case of somiè druîgs, and
the tendency is te a morc extensive adop-
tion of the plan.

There are other reasons, such as perfect
machinery of costly design, etc., that puuts
modern pharmacy in mnany departmuents
out of the reach of the ideal professional
phaîrmnacist. The muodifying influence of
liotioo)ttly, too, is a factor of no mtean
importance in ifs influence, not only upon
the public, but tapon the prices as woll.
And thus successf utl manufacture of honi-
opathie triturations eau be accomplislhed
only upon a large scale.

The preparation of mîedicines, therefore,
is leaving the hands of the ideal profes-
sional pharmacist. and going into the
hands of tie manufacturer. And the
tendency is to ifs further exodus.

If the pharanncy of the future is going
into the liands of the mianufacturing
houses. what is to becomue of the pliarua-
eists of the future ? Are they, to, going
into te lihands of the maîînufacturers e
Yes, part of themîî undotbtedly are. As
science progresses the complietition between
these lotiaes will become more and more
bevere. ''his vv ill require the employnent
of a higlher and higlher class of talent. Tlo
meet this deniand ouir pharnaceutical col-
leges will be requirel to contiually raise
the standard : puariaceutical training
will have te he changed to fit young mien
to enter the great manufacturing establish-
ments and landle improved forts of ia-
chinery net found ini the drugstore. Aia-
lytical and syntlhetical chemistry of the
higher and more practical type ivill have
te o tatght. It inayseem a startling pro-
position, but it is nevertheless a fact that
many teachers in pharnacy, now connected
vith our colleges, would be obliged to

undertake a course of special training te
fit thein te occupy a position in charge of
almnost any one of the departments in a
large ianufacturing establishment.

But not all the pharmacists of the future
will go into the hîands' of the mnanufac-
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