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Our Ruoung Latks,
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“Wanted, a Boy to Attond Bar”

The paper dropp:d from wmy hand as I
rond this advectizement, It scemed as
though I kad read, * Waniud, 8 boy to g0
down to perdition.”

I fanoted I saw & bright, earnest boy go-
ing to & bar-room, seoking o living by that
foarful trade of solling wine and rum.

i

‘ Feb 4}

could 1magine how, ono by one, all the :

ood impnlises and desires ko hed had ia read (the cifvots of dronght) Jool 1, 18-20;
ghe beginning feil before the evil influoness | with v. 7, cumpare 1 Sam. ili, 20, with v.
of the dram shop ; how ho learned to drink, | 8, compare 1 Kings xvil. 1; with v. 9, com-
f0 swear, and stoal; how bad companions | paro v, 4, with va, 10-12, read Acts viil.
eamo around him, and Lelped him on to ; 33, and Z Gor. xu. 2, with v. 13, read Phil,

ruin.
Ah! my lad, or whoovar yon arw, who

Sabbaih Sclool Teisher,

INTERNATIONAL LESSON.
LE3SON V

11 Rings
¢Syt -l

Wi § ELIJAK AND ARAB

CoratiT 10 AEMoRY, v8s 17, 18,
Panavifi Fassavss—Luko tv. 27, Amos

1 | vil. 10, A0U8 XXiv, 3.

Hoertrionr. Reaavinus,~With va, 5 and 3,

iv. 10; with v. 14, compare 2 Sam, xii. 18
with v, 15, read DI's. xavil. 1; with v. 16,

mey bo wmpted by such  eall, let mo tell | read 1 Kings xxi. 20, with v. 17, read Jor,
you that you had bettor work in the field | xxxviil, 4, with v, 18, read Jer, ii. 10,
or at the forge or dig(fiug ditohes—any- ,

thing honest— than to
golling death to others, No mattor how

ograde youtself by j Br—Luyal, Obadials,
GuLbeN TExT.—And Joshus said, Why | (

Nasike To BE 1DENTIFIED AND REMEMBER
Alab.

hard yon work, no matter if it eoils your | hast thon troubled a8 ? the Xord shall

hands or olothes, so long ss it leaves your
hoart puro. Boware of such ** good places”
a8 will lead you into the snares of tho ovil
oneo; there are msny doors, besides those
of bar-rooms, which are almost the same as
gateways down to the world below.

Best in the Shade.

——

“Only a wild flower,” eaid a primrose.
¢ Xguppose I am nothing better, and the
shade is quite good enough for me. Yet I
think X am as protty as many of those in
the flower-beds, that have so muoh atten-
tion, If I only had the chance they have
I should be worth looking at.”

¢ I think, gardenar,” satd little Nell, I
should Jike my primrose 1n a better place ;
it is not seon muoh there, and it is go very
pretty, and has suon fine blossoms.”

“They would not be fine long, mies, if
they were taken out of the shado.”

#Do try them, please.”

And a0 the primrose plant was earefully
removed to a more conspicuous place in
the garden. It was very pleased, and put
forth as many blossom eyes as possible, to
gazo at the sun the betier; but they were
very woak ones, that soon grew tired of the

h i
8“I wish I were back agaln,” said the
rimrose. ‘It is grand hers; bul I often
wol thirsty and faint ag I never did before.
The sun does not look so kindly as it did,
with a geutle soft light through the bushes.
Sometimes I think he is quite oruel.”

T think you are right, gardener,” said
Nellle; ‘¢ though you were so careful not to
disturb the root, my primrose has altered
sirangely.”

8o the primrose plant was taken back.
The next spring found it stronger and
wiser. ¢ Whoever placed me in the shade
knew Lest,” it said.

How the Indians Olimb Trees.

Appleton’s Journal says: *In South
Amerion ovon the weakest woman may be
nol uncommonly seen pluoking the fruit
at the troo tops. If the bark is so smooth
and slippery that they oannot go by olimb-.
ing, they use other means. They make a
hoop of wild vines, and putting their feet
inside they use it as a support in olimbing.

. The negro of the west coast of Afrioa
makes a larger hoop arotund the tree, and
ots inside it, and jorks {t up tae tree with
hands, a little at & time, drawing his
legs up after it, The Tahitian boys tie
their feet togethor, four or five inches
apart, with a piece of palm bark, and with
the aid of this fetter go np the cocoa palm
$o gather nuts, The native women of Aus-
_fralin olimb the gum tree afler opossums;
where tho bark is rough they ohop holes
with a Latohet, then one throws about the
+fren & rope twice as long e will go around
it, puts her hatohet on her oropped head,
and plasing her feet againat the tree and
g;nging the rope with her hands, she
tohes it up by jerks, and pulls herself up
the enermous trunk slmost as fast as a man
will olimb a ladder.”

Happiness.

Every one desires to be bappy. The
condition of hoaven is the ambition of
earth., YWhat tho angels have, men long to
aoguire. Religion as a source of happiness

-comes to men, therefore, with a great

patural advantage in its favor; for men
erave from instinot the very experience it is
oaloulated to bestow. Buthow isitin point
of fact? Why, the faot is, it 1s not made
soem in the popular mind as the source of
happlness. Men naturally look to ifs ex-
amdp o8 to apprehend its true character,
and they are not made to apprehend it in
that way, On the other hand, the impres-
sion made upon them is often preoisely the
reverse. They are thus repelled from, in.
stead of being attracted to it ; and religion
must approach them ever after at a great
disadvantage.

Now, it cannot be too often repeated, and
am%uized by the testimony and life of
Ohristians, that religlon does make & por-
son bappy. The moods and tempers it
festors are thoso of happiness, Itlightons
one’s burdens, consoles him in sorrow,
blesses him with a great hope, and fills him
with peace.

The practice of zeligion never fails ono.
Yoy may lesrn & trade, hoping thereby to
gain wealth, and you may fail; yon may
study, hoping thereby to become famous,
and you may never see the fame yon de-
sire ; you may aspire to the honors of the
forum, and the applanse of the populace
may be withheld ; but no one ever studisd
the E;i:ciplos of holiness aud aoted up to
his wledge, and failed of his reward.
Ho who does business for God oannever be

pt. All else may fail us, but the

8 of Ohristian hope and the consol-

tion of Christian faith can never be taken
from us. The viriuous man osn loss noth-
i;:i‘!or his virtues are his reward.—Golden

g

DrscarrioN in speech is more than elo-
quees.—Lord Bacon.
How hardly men kesp a mean sither in
or oonverssilon; some vver.
some resch not home.—~Lake.

$§ *

troublo thee this day. Josh, vii. 25.

OgNTRAL TruTHE.—Wicked rulers tronble
a nation,

InrropuoroRy,—Lhe Incidents of this
lesson are reported becauss, whilo in thom-
gelvos instruotive, and throwing light on
the goneral condition of affairs, they lead
up to the great strugglo of tho noxt lesson.
Tho period of juigment in $his form was
coming to an-end. Unbappily, it was of
no avail. The “inhabitanta* . . di
not *loarn righteousness,” and soverer
measuros are to be employed. Trials that
do not soften, embitter and harden the
heart. So it was with Ahab. How long
the infliotion lasted we know from the
Neow Testamont (James v. 17). So Elijah
is sont to Ahab in the third year of tLo
drought, as some read, or, as othors under-
slnng it, of the prophet's sojourn in Sarep-
ts. How tie time is made up it is easy
tones. If Elijah donounced the judgment
in April (the spring rain was in March),
six months would pass till October, when
the fall rains oome, before Abab realized
thoe prophet's threat, and set about resent-
ing it, which time, with this * tuled year”
(v. 1), makes up the  three years and six
months,” Again Elijak is bidden to seek
an interview with Ahab, and to announce
rain. This would complete the proof of his
being the measenger of that Jehovah who
+ giveth rain ** (Jor. v. 24). The announce-
ment **no rain’ might be a lueky hit, a

ness, & coincidence ; but if rain came at
is word, there would be no oxense for
doubt.

Elijah obeyed without quesiioning, his
:ia,ger spirit glad, perhaps, of renewed ao-

vity.

The condition of things in the kingdom
of Samaria is not desoribed, but illustrated
by a single fact. Ahab and his confiden.
tial manager had divided the land between
them, to make a thorough search for any
romaining grase, to save the horses and
mules, which could ill bear the want of
their natural food, were possibly import.
ed (see 2 Chron. i. 16, 17}, of great relative
value, and a part of the state and power of
» king such as Abab sspired fo be (Iea. ii.
73 3xxi. 1 ; Horea xiv. B8). Hs seeras to
have been more oconcerned aboui the
beasts than the mun—uot an uncommon
sin. This brings us to the beginning of
our leseon,

Parenthetioaliy Obadiah’'s character is
mentioned (vs. 8, 4), bacause he is to be
mentioned afterwards, and his conduot ex-

Iained. We may with advaniage study
Eis oharaoter, as it is brought out. He is
not to be confounded with the prophet of
the same neme, who came three hundred
years later, though tradition—whioh often
blunders—makes them the same. Ho was
“governor” or ohief satewart of Ahab's
hounee,~a oonfidential position, like Jo-
soph’s, which his real worth doubtless ena-
bled him to hold, though not in acoord with
Ahab's and Jezebel's aime. Ungodly men
often valuo servants in confidential places,
with godly principle.

This was a delicate and confidential work,
not entrusted to common persons, bacauso
failure to find grass, or even the announce.
meut of the search, would have shown, in
a depressing way, the extremity to which
the kingdom was redmced. (1.) As Ahab
was imitating the nations about in his re.
ligion, he is reduced to copy them in the
Bedouin and unsettled habits of their
chiofs, (2.) Rulers who have a misgiving
that their administration is a failure, try
to put the best face on things.

Obadialy meets, recognizes Elijah, and
shows him the greatest deferemoe (v. 7).
Tho blunt, matter-of-fact prophet says, in
reply te his question, I am; go tell thy
lord, behold Elijah is here.” Perhaps
thore is & little recognition of Obadiah's
doubtfal position in hia reply—* go tell thy
Tord.” A man of Elijah’s oharacter is in-
clinod to look for thoroughness.

But Obadiah assumes no airs. He makes
a modest statement of the case, and of his
fear. The danger to him was not from
showing that ho had an interview with
Elijah, but lest, after announcing him, Bli-
jah shonld disappear, as he had already
mystorionsly done (1 Kings xvii. 5), and
the exasperated king, whose temper Oba-
diah knew, might wreak his voxation on
him (v.9). Ho was a timid but a trne
man. Aspart of his explanation, and to
show that he did not speak without reason;
he desecribes, life an excited person,
the wide and eager search that Ahab had
alroady made for the prophet, The lan.
guago is of course of the same kind we use
when we aay * Search was made every-
where,” (v. 10).

Heo also shows the prevalent irapression
of Blijah’s movements. He was not & fu-
gitive and a vagabond, living *by his wits,”
His movements wore directsd by the Spirit
of God, He was not hiding through his
ownmfom. but obeying divine direction
v. 12).

{ To z)revent misconeeption of his aime
and motives, Obadiab is obl fo refer to
his own record. Thers are times when one
may Iawfolly speak of his own work ; but
itashould bo as here. Obadiah gives them in
self-vindieation, an1 not ss & olaim (of
merit) on God,or his prophet, but as evi-
deace of his fear of God. ¢ Do noi think,”

he “ihat I sm without pathy
lim: or thy eanse. Haet .mn not
heard,” ete. The reeoxd of v, 4 is ve

Thess were probably “sons of pro.

hotg "—proonrsors of those students in

ralninf or the mialstry, thousands of
whom havo been oarad for by good men
since. Jezobel did not want a **atanding
ministry " in compatition with har prierts,
and Liyah and Blisha felt tus imparinncs
of the schools of the praphets, Hawing
mentionoed this aa evidenco of his oharnoivr,
he renews his appeal (v. 14).

Now, mark how Eliish trents him. He
dues aot Jenouncs hiw &s a bare aud seli-
ish temporizor, or command Llm to ount
louse at onoo from all contasi with the un-
cloau thing, namely, Ahab's idolatrous pa-
lace, or ohiarge him with sliarlng the gnilt
of all that was done by Lis “party’ or
‘ gonneotion,” Ho slply gives himn a
solemn assarance—in the Heobrew uath,
4Ag the Lord livath "—(for the being of a
perscual God and of a buraan ol (1 Sam.
xx. B} are founlation patiain religivn) that
he would show himself to Alal, at once
v, 15}, whereupon the messa e was deliv-
ored, and an interview was Lrought about

v. 16},

Joseph in Egypt, Jonathau in Saala
family, Daniel in the Babylonish ministry,
Nicodomus in the Jewish Counneil, good
conturions in the Romish army, sainis in
Cmsar's household, all admonish ns not to
jadge men whose ciroumstances and aims
and roasons wo do not know—porhaps
could not nnderstand. What a difforent
tone is in the noxt intorview! Ahab, the
hard, imperiots king, strong on one sido of
his oharacter, woak on ano.her, has the

a4 | firat word—** Art thou he that troubleth

Istael 2" (v. 17).

It ig the old slory. Men who have vest-
od interests in ab»szes,.or who intend to
perpotuate thom, would fain pul their op-
ponents down as disturbers of the peace,
or sot their opposition to the oredit of a
personal quarrel. Millions believe that
Luther was dieappointed at not receiving
papal favor, and go became a roformer. It
was golitio in Abab to put his opponent in
an odions light, as making all the trouble
for the people,

But Elijah is not so put down (v. 15).
The trouble is not to bs set to him who
makos & commotion in removing ils cause,
but to tho oaunse, whatever it may be. The
pin of Ahab and his house was the onuse,
Elijah was only God’s instrument for re-
proviug and removing it.

This lesson we should settle in our
minds. Sin ig the great troubler. (** Tron-
ble "—a peculinrly American word—from
Soripture use.) Soe the havoe in homes
and hearls made by intemperauce—the
ruin dishonesty brings—the inseonriy it
oreates where it is held in oheck. Think
of the homes that are wretohed, For every
one in whioch poverty lives, wlckedness
blights ten, A wild son, a foolish dangh-
{er,~—how much misery one such can make !
Lot this lesson sink into the heart of every
child. Nothing riakes trouble in hearts,
homes, congregations, communities, like
sin, Seo tho contrast betweon Isaish lvii.
20 and Prov. iil, 17, There isno auch pa-.
oifying power as true religion. In every
sgns;s()hrist isour peacs, Hear Him, Matt.
xi. 28.

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.

The condition of Samaria—how produe-
ed—the extremity of Ahab—his searoh for
grass—his colleague in thisg——Obadlah’s
plan—oharacter—wisdom of—why now
employed so—attitude to Elijah—the pro-
phet's word—the fear of Obadiah—Iis
cause and groands—his temperament—the
prophet’s teeatment of him—his obedience
— l;.mb'u firat word—object of it—the pro.
phet's rejoinder—the principle of if, and
some of its applioations.

LESSON VI.
1L E
Feb. 11 }ELIJAH ft&ggﬁtﬂomnsp ings xvill

CoMMIT T0 MEMORY vs, 25-20,

Pararngr Pagsage.—Josh, xxiv. 17,

Sc -erure Reapines.—~—With vs. 19, 20,
road Jeor. xivi. 18 ; with v, 21, read Matt.
vi. 24 ; with v. 22, read 2 Tim, iv. 8,4 ; with
va. 28, 24, read Isa. i, 1, 2; with v, 25, read
Matt. vii. 14 ; with v. 26, read Ps. oxv. 0 ;
with v. 27, read Prov. xxvi, § ; with v, 28,
read Lev. xix. 28; with v. 29, read Gala-
tions iv. 8.

Pracks.—Fix the position in Oarmel.

NAMES To BE IDENTIFIED,—Jezobel, Ahab,
Elljah and Baal.

oLDEN Texr.—How long halt ys be.
tween {wo opinions ? if the Lerd be God,
follow Him : but if Baal, then follow him.——
1 Kings xviii, 21,

OsNTRAL TrRUTH.~Mon must ochoose
whom they will serve.

Jezebel, the bad daughter of a bad and
daring father, was the ooccasion of intro.
ducing terrible evil into Israel. Qod's
worship had baen atiacked, on a prineiple
of state polisy, by Jeroboam ; still more so
by Omri; but most of all when Ahab, nun.
der his evil wife's influence, set up the old
worship of the land, and established a
numerous priesthood for its observances.
The power of controlling natare was as-
m%ned to the adopted idole, In proof of
this claim, Elijah announced a dreadful
drought in Jehovah's name. It came;
brought famine and misery, but not con-
viotion,~only anger aud revenge on El-
jab, with whom it was as unreasonable to
quarrel as with the thermometsr for show-
ing the oold.

A severer judgraent and a louder oall
are now to be sent, and our lesson gives
usin graphie detail the preparation for
this resistless appeal to the rPeo e of Is-
racl. Persecution had boen tried by Jezohel
(v. 4), the first deoided religious persecutor,
and the typs of fanalical quesns of whom
the world has had more than ons, in Chris.
tendom. Itis now to be mseen that the
Lord is mighty, and that He will not suf-
fer His people to bs crnshed with impunity.

The atern prophet, more king.like than
Ahab, directs the four Lundred and
prophats of Basl to be oollacted at Oarmel,
and, ifthey would, the four hundred pro-
phets of the female deity Ashtaroth, whom
the queen herself sustained. Carmel was
o resort of Elijah. It was nearly two
thousand feet sbove the wen-level. From
its fop one looked over the Medilerranean,
sand on it3 south-eastern alops siood an
altar of Jehovaly, or the ramains of one,
thrown dows porfnpc in the late persscu.
tion. A $able-rosk is still shown angwer-
ing to the deseription of the plan of Bli.

{ esoltement mnst

dah's sltar, and oallad T Moheaka, o., us
gomo givo it, Malarralal, uear whdol is n
spxing (twao handred aud fifty fect awag)
From this slopn Jezreel, the paluco "ot
Abnb, and the great plain of Ealrrelon, on
which many a battis was fLught Judgeu iy,
13; v. 1V, 21}, can be sron,

Aliab oboyed the propuet a wurd, accopt-
ed his ohallensza, and golleoted the pro
phets—a work of sowae days, though no
pote of timie is here given (v. 4l). Maon
Lave boen  gathernng
meantuse, * All the children of Isravi
wore apprized of the coming mesting,

Woe Lave the rabstanos of Eljaus ad-
dress to the paople in v. 21. It charges on
thom indecision, sud puints oat 15 anrea-
gonabloness, If Gud was eniitled (o their
worship and obelience, theso Bael-priests
wers rebela in a thenoratio stats, and
shonld not by tolerated. If He was not,
they shounld renounce him dirsotly, and pui
Elilah and lus fellows out of the {and. Tho
poople, overawed Ly tho presenco of Aliab,
undecided in thomselves, consciencn in
some porhaps stitrivg, in others dead,
maminstned a sullen silouce. They wishiod
to bo eafo in the middle. His ory tu them,
 How long do ye limp upon both sides?*

18 only the application of Deut. vi. 4. », It

is an echo of Mouses’ voice, or rathor of the
Lord's, from Sinai,

The next appeal is to theit judgmont (v.
22). Thore is a doop pathos in the words,
«J, only I.” Elijah deeply folt hin solitnde
(1 Kings xix. 10-14). But alone as he is,
one against 80 many, God is with him, and
he does not dread the ordoeal he now pro-
vogses, Lieb rival altars be set up—Baal's

rst—and two bullooks be given for saori-
fivo. Lot enoh offer his saorifice, without
fire of earth, Lot enoh oall on the God of
the altar, and let the God that hears the
call and sends the fire bo your God. It
was reasonable—all the moro so that ihe
heathon god Baal had, it was supposed,
control of the sun, and is indeed commo::-
ly known as the sun-god. If his preten.
siona are well-founded, there is the fitting
field in which to maintain them,

Now the silonce is broken, Tho fairness
of the test cannot be denied. The people
say, ‘It is &ell spoken " (v. 24).

it is to be noted that Eijjah, apart from
the inspiration of God,~—given for the oriti-
oal time,—has some authority for appeal-
ing to this test in {he former condescen-
sion of God. (Sece Lov. ix. 24.) The proof
God gave, to his people, in the midst of
tribes devoted to five-worship, that He, and
He only, wab the sure God, is to be repeated
ond emphasizod. Faith rests on a divine
word, or an inference from it.

Not only, as the poople own, is the test
just, but Elijak will give to the orowd of
rival priests all advantage. There shall be
no loophole of eseape from the test. They
aro to have their ohoioce of the bullook, and
to take precedence (v. 25.)

In v. 26 we cee the type of a fanatieal
worship then long established, svd still
standing in parts of the Fast, Tu. altar
ix thiore—the flesh of the bullock on it—the
priests in ?rocesaion around it—as they be-
ocome excited, leaping fruntieally around
the altar (not on it), with the often-repeated
cry, ¢ O Banl, hear us,”—a speocimen of
the vain repetitions 8o vommon to corrupt
forms of worship, and so plainly denounnc-
ed by Ohrist (Matt. vi. 7). ¢ Bo,” says
Dean Stanley, ¢ the Mussulman dervishes
work themselves info a fronzy—so
Enssem Ohristians recite the Kyris Blei-
son.”

At length noon hag come, high noon,
when, if ever, the suu-god should have
power ; but—no fire! Then comes the one
piece of fiexce sarcasm in the Bible—a
proof of Elijah’s consuming zeal, thongh
probably not a model to us, who have had
Mthe oxample of the Saviour, (See Luke ix.
§5.) At least, we should be in Elijah's place
:g bde warranted in followipg Elijah’s me.

ods.

He pours ridionle on their alleged god.
# Ho is & god,—in your creed,—but he ia
meditating, or ke hus turned aside, or he is
on & journey, or ?erhaps he has gone to
sleep, this god of yours.,” It was biting
and terrible, and all the more so as that
one man alone, with his” loog hair and
sheepskin garment, thus taunted the hun-
dreds of Baal's royally supporfod priests ;
and, stung by his words, they renew and
intensify their wild appeals. The howl

rows wilder and more discordant—the

renzy breaks out in frantio ories, called
“ Erophesying ¥ (v, 29)—~the very fashion in
which the priestesses of Grecian deities
went into spasms, and convulsions, and
trances (and of which we have faint achoes
in the wretched * spiritualism” of our
time) ; but it is allin vain. In vain do they
(acoording to the ancient fashion, so well
known and recognized, that the Hebrews
were warned againat!this conformzity {o the
heathen : gee Deout. xiv. 1) cut themselves,
and inflict gashes till the blood flows down,
also smocording to anocient classiec neage.
But the effort was is vain, No fire came.
No thunder broke on the air. ¥ There was
neither voice, nor any o answer, nor any
that rogarded” (v. 29).

The following practical lessons may bo
taught and enforced. Examples andillus-
trations will ocour to the teachers:

1. Real power is not in numbers, but
in the goodness of one's canss, the sense of
God's presence, and fotal forgetfalness of
one's nolf,

2, Oonformity fo an ungodly world,

when God has forbidden it, is In itseclf bad,
and it leads to all forma of evil, debases
‘and destroys us.
8 We may make our appeal to men’s
own sense, instinot#, reason, against sin
and folly, There is in the most wicked a
so;nething to which we may address our.
nelves,

4, We aro to look for evidences uf Chris-
tianity in the line of God's ways. He has
given filting evidence of His trulb. We
are nof, for example, {o expeet Him now
to answer by fire, o Soriptures—oom-

lets with their record of the life of

hrist—ate in our hands, and they ooniain
sand aro vouched for by sufficient proafs.

5, Wears not to be earried along st
old and venerable truth by the on of
the time, which may sesm fo bs

fo it, Some Jews may hava said 40 them-
selves, * Thers must be good reason for
g o e, 1 o

b no! »
just a8 she thoughiless d )

nOW By
some who claim great knowledge of aoi-

oner 5 and 3ot the Word of the Lwrd sn.
daros.,

RUGGRITIVE TorIcy.

Tho sitmation--Elijal’s  dewand—Iha
namber of his rivala—the place of mente
ing—tho appeal o the peaple --tha prinoel.
plo of it--lhe siloron-—the .« ponvi—its
fitneas~~ity fuirness—the acorprancs-—the

 test—tke procedent for if—iho advautage

15 the Paal-priest- —ihmirjostrar—mwis of
ortrealy Lis saronem—their renewed of-
forts —thLe reeult, nod he lessvne.,

The Power of tue Gospel.

The Gospel of Chnst 1s the turtinment
which God Las appuited for the ocuvers
sion of sinnors, and its wonderfn! eflenoy,
in tovning wen - from darkness t> hght,
from the powor of Butan nnto Ged, proces
us divine appuiotment. it 18 abuni: nily
enflicient for saving tue groutest smuvra,
Tho salvation of a smner contatne two
things: his deiiverauce from tho gwii and
paaisuwent of sin, and his recovery :  the
divine inago and likencss . tn othor ¢ . » g,
his yurtyication 8od sancapcaton. Jat
eithor of theso bleasings be wanung, n.d
his salvation would bo nnfinished,

But in both these respucts wuo ralvation
of the Gospel s complste. It 18 nbundant.
ly sufficient for saving sivnors, boili from
the punishmont and power of ein. Ii un-
dertakes to procure for them the forgive-
ness of their sing, and the renewa! of their
hearts; and it andertakes to do this for all
sinners who wish to have it dono for them;
for the greatest sinners, for those wiose
guilt is most highly aggravated, for thoso
whoso evil habits are most desply rooted.
8t. Paul gives us a striking instance in thy
oaso of the Corinthians, which fully ex.
plains and confirms this trath, Surely, if
thero could havo been apy sinners, whose
onso the remedy provided in the Jospol
would not reach, these Qozinthians would
have been the persons, If any sins could
utterly shut out a man from the divine
weroy, their sing would bave shui them
out. For what sins oan be greater ? Idol.
atry, adultery, nnoleannsss, theft, covetons.
nees, drunkenness, veviling, extortion;
these were the horrid, the abominable
praotices in which they hadlived. But had
oven these sing shut them out from merey ?
Had the Gospel been found insufficiont for
recovering them out of this, their lost and
guilty stato? No. St. Panl writes fo
them: ¢ Aud such were some of you : but
ye aro washed, but ye aro sanctifted, but ge
are justified in the name of the TLord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,” They
stand forth as decisive proofs of the power
snd gnfieiency of the gospel for srving the
greatest sinners.

Reunion in Heaven.

If the mere conoeption of the reunion of
good meu in a future siate, infused & mo-
mentary rapture into the mind of Pally—
if an airy speculatior (for there is reason
to fear it had little hiold on his convictions,)
ocould inspire him with such delight-—what
may we be expeoted to feel, who are assur.
ed of such an event by the true sayings of
Ged? How shuuld we rejoice in the pros-
geat, the certainty rather, of spending a

linsful.eternity with those whom we loved
on earth, and seeing them emerge from the
ruing of the tomb, and the deepor ruins of
the fall, not only uninjured but refined and
perfeoted, “with every tear wiped from
their eyes,” standing before the throne of
God and the Liarab, in white robes, with
palms in their hands, orying with a lond
voice, * Salvation to God that sitteth upon
the throne, and to the Liamb for ever and
over " What delight will it afford turenew
the .1weet counsel we have taken fogether,
to.recount the toils of combat, and the
Iabor of the way, and to appronch, not the
house, but the throne of Gtod fn company,
in order to join in the symphonics of heaven-
ly_voices, and lose ourselves amidst the
splendors and froitions of the beatific vis.
fon! To thatstate all the pious on earth
aro tending; and if there is a law from
whose operation none are exempt, which
irrenistibly conveys their bodies to darkness
and dust, there is another, not less cortain
or less powerful, whioh oconduots their
s¥mts to the abodes of bliss, to the bosom
of their Father and their God. ‘The wheels
of nature are not made to roll backward;
everything presses on towurds eternity;
{rom the wirth of t¥me an impetaous cur-
ront has set in, which bears all the sons of
men towards that interminable ooceaxn.
Meanwhile heaven is attracling to itself
whatever is congenial o iis uature, is en-
riching itself by the epoils of earth, and
colleoting within its capacions bosom what-
ever is pure, permanent and divine, leav-
ing nothing for the last fire to consume bat
the objects and the slaves of conoupiscence;
while overything which grace has prepared
and beautified shsll bo gathered and sslect.
ed from the ruing, to adorn that efernal
oity *“which has no need of the sun, neith.
or of the moon, to shine in it, for the glory
of God doth enlighten it and the Lambis
the light thereof.” Tt us obey tbe volce
that ealls us thither; let us sesk tho things
that are above, and no longer cleavo to a
world which must shortly perish, and
which we must shorlly quit, while we ne-
gleot to propare for that in whioh we are
mvited to dwell forever. Let us follow inx
the irack of those holy men who have
taught us by their voice and encouragedus
by their example, that * laying aside every
weight and the sin that most easily besets
us, wo should ““run with patiencs theraceset
before us,” While every thing within us and
sround us reminds us of tha approsch of
death, and concurs to teach us that this is
not our reat, lot us hasten our preparations
for another world, and earnestly implors
that grace, which alone ean put an end to
the faial war which our desires lave too
long waged with our destiny, When these.
raove in the same direction, and that which
the will of Heaven renders unavoidable
shall bacome onr ehoice, all things will be
ours. Life will be divested of its vanity,
sud death of ita tervors.—Robert Hall,

Ho#x is the ruddy mornin,
colleetion is jla golden tinge;
is wout to sink amid the gm
shades of twilight; and the
day whish the former

of joy, xe-
ut the latter
aud dusky

bright blue
, breaks in.

rogarding | deed, but in another world, and with an.

other sun.—Rickter.
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