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THH CANADIAN FARMER,

1

AQRICULTURAL AND
HALL,

This dopartment was better repro.
sented than the Toronto Exhibition,
perhaps owing to its being a little later
m the soason ; the show of rootsisnot
often surpassed , also grain was a good
display. Tho fruit was of excellent
vaualit.y and largo in quantity. Awong
tho new varieties wo noticed Br,
Beadle’s, of St. Catharines, uew grape,
the “ Fostico.” It is a nice flavored
grape but small, a light colored grape,
1hin gkin, but, apparently, suflicient]
tough to bear shipping. Of thedecid
nient of thia now grape we are not
yot realy to judge, its appearance,
however, indicating a valuulle addi-
tion to the many good varictics now
wnder cultivation.

HORTICULTURAL

——

SPRCIAL SXUIBITS,

MANITOBA PRUDUCE.

The Manitoba oxhibit was thio centre
of attraction to visitors to the fair, and
Mr. Acton Buarrows and attendants,
Messre. Keith and Ruddell, were un.
tiring in giviag all information w their
power to those anxious to learn abous
tho country, The exhitats are ar-
ranged in an admirable manner. They
were brought in a car specially pro-
vided by the Canada Pacific Railway.
At the end of the fa:r some of the ex-
hibits will be sold, but the msjonty of
them will be taken to Eogland by the
Canada Pacific, to be exhwited there
to attract immigration. In former
years it hasbeen very dithcult to ex-
cite the interest of Alsartoba farmers
to such an cxtent as to get them to
collect their produce to exhibit m the
older Provinces Auring the harvest, but
tho show this year 15 such as they may
well take pride in. It 13 collected
from within a district of two hundred
and fifty by ono hundred and fifty
miles, the sections represented being
about Purtage La Prairie, Gladstone,
Rapid City, Tobacco Creek, Kock Lake,
Boyue Saettlement, St. Andrew’s, St.
Pator’s, Stonewsll, Wiunnipeg, etc
The exhibit of virgin soil 13 2 new fea-
ture in the Manitoba exhibits. Former-
ly it was shown in small glass tubes
Hero it may bo seen in sod a foot
square, a8 taken from the ground.
'.[‘lno railway companies in Manitoba
were not pleased with the produce for-
warded, as they claimed they were not
fair samnples of the production of the
country, being taken before barvest
and while they were not {et ripe.
Some farmers were not a little sur-
gn’scd to find timothy among the ex-

ibits, the general opinion being that
it could not bo grown on prairie Jand
That exbibited was ohtained fro. the
Boynescttlement, ‘rethecropissaid
to have been con. .erable. A large
variety of wheats were shown, with the
flour taken from them, Atthetimeof
year at which this article vsas sought it
must bave been exceedingly difficult
to obtain such an exhibit outside of
Manitoba. Farmers who viewed the
wheat shown unhesitatingly assent to
the Oftrcpeated staternent of the
supcriority of Manitoba as & wheat-
growing region. Although the wheat
samples exhibited were introduced into
the country ouly three years ago,
its growth has been most satisfactory,
and in many cases it has wisibly im-
proved by tho change. alr. Riddell
states that the land is more adaptad to
whoat than corn growing. ~ White
Russian wheat is shown that hasg at-
tained a height of five and a half feet,
the straw of which is hardy and ex-
ccllent avd tho berry plump and firm,
Mr. Keith states it is the most poynlar
in the Yrovince. Auother specimen
i3 converted S:otch wheat, cultivated
front & spring to a fall wheat by con-
tinuous sewing. This comes from the
Selkirk exhibiy, and inciudes red and

alsike clovor, three fect high, and Now
Zealand oats standing over five feot
six. Tho exhibit of fruits a.o small,
and go to skow that Manitoba can in
no way compare with Oatario or any
of the other Provinces in that line.
Altogether tho cxbibit of the Mani.
toba products formed a very impor-
tent feature of the Exhibition.

BUILDING METERIAL,
Noris & Co., of Kinpston, showed
a largo display of building material,
and took a number of first prizee.
This firm stands high among builders.

QENERAL REMARKS,

The exhibition, had the weather
been good, would have far exceeded
thoso of previous yoars, but the cle-
nients were against it, and bence no-
body should be blamed. It will pro-
bably besomo time, however, before
tho association take the exhibition
again to Kingston, as there will be a
heavy Gnatcial loss incurred this year,
If taken to Guelph next year tho
chances are that a splandid show will
bo scen. Tho olyection agmnst this
placo as not being large enough to ac-
commodate tho people, is removed hy

‘the fact of thexe Leing so 1many con-

venient towns around where visitors
can easily reach for lodging, &e. Ths
fact of the “Oatario ricultvaal
and Experimental Farm” betng lucated
there, will be an ‘nducement for many
to attend that they masy alsu ace this
at the same time, and it bas occured
to us that many visitors might be ac-
comr.odated duriog exhibition there,
students are away at that time, and
thrro aroabout one hundred rooms
tuat might ag well as not be occupied.
We feel & good deal of intercst in the
success of tho association, and trust
that next year may givo a moro pros-
perous and satisfactory result.

-

MARTINS AMBER WREAT,

Wheat is one of tho leading crops,
uot only of this country, but of the
whole world, and more is dependent
upon tio wheat crop for retaining or
promotiog national prospenty through
out the world than upun any other
one thing or all other things combined.
A falure of the wieat crop in some
countrics is cause for national despon-
dency. The failure of the wheat crop
throughout the United States would
be & national >~lamuy, and its effects
would be fett not only in this country,
but throughout the civilized world.

Itisin fact the foundatioa of all
our national prosperity and regulates,
to a great extent, the price of other
commodities. The price of all manu-
factured goods is controlled by it, by
the Jaborer saying how much shall be
paid him to cnable him to purchase
this the staff of life. Much more
might be szid about 1ta great impor-
tanco and the wonderful influence it
exerts, but it is not neceseary, for there
are none to deny the assertion that it
always has been {rom the earlicat ages,
and “always will continuc to he the
most essential clement to the bappi-
ne~ and prosperity of the most pow-
ert .. and the most thoroughly civi-
lized nations on cartb.

Aad now in view of tb2 importance
of the wheat crop, it folluws that any
improvement that can be mede tend.
ing toward increasing the production
or diminishing the cost of it produc.
tions must dirvectly interest every pro-
ducer as well as every consumer. . Tho
wheat crop of the United States is, the

resent year, abdout 650,000,000
gus’hels, grown on about 35,000,000
acres, giving an average yield of 18.6
bushels per acre. .

Every year nevw varieties of wheat
are introduced, extensively adveitised,
and largely sold, with results as valn.
able as their names. A number of

there have Leen real improvements
and have taken the place of the varie-
ties that had. seryed their day aund
wero wotn out , but mauy more have
sunk out of existence becauss unre-
liablo in their results, and, unworthy
of esteem, they could not command
the confidence of the public. Itis not
to uno of theso ophemeral kinds that
wo woull call the attention of our
readers but to a variety that has since
the year 1878 been closely watched
and carefully tested, and is now pro-
nounced by competent judges to be
the most romarkable wheat™ ever in-
troduced, naunely, MARTIN'® AMBER.
This ~heat originated in the eastern
part of Ponnsylvania in 1878, It is
of a hybrid origin, one of tho parents
being the old Mediterrancan; tho
other is unknown. In its habit of
growth, in several rceé)ects, it is quite
differont from any other variety culu.
vated. While young the plant lies
spread out over the ground, affording
a pood protection to its own roots. It
remains in this pusitio . until May,
when it begins to stool cut and grow
very rapidly. It surpasses by far every
other variety in the number of stalks
it will send out from one grain in or-
dinary Seld cultivation. The intro-
ducer aays three pecks of seed to the
acre wil' give as good a stand as seven
pecks of any other kind, This prop-
erty alone, when th.s variety comes
into %eneral cultivadon, will make
possible a saving of one bushel on
cvery acly now sown or about 35,000,-
M0 buskels in this country overy year
9 quantity, equal to about one-cigh-
teenth the entire product.  This state-
ment i3 80 extraordinary that it will
likely provoke uupleasant criticising
from somo partics, but what the intro-
ducer says is supporfed by .est:mon-
ials from parties 1o sou - ca .4 known
to ug, aud we have no .cason for be-
licving tho assertion is extravagant.
It took the first preminm at the Penn-
gylvania State Fairs, at Philadelphia,
in 1880, and at Pitsburg in 1881, The
exhibit at these consisted of one half
bushel of the wheat, 2 number of the
heads, and a bunch of wheat grown
from one grain, and attracted much
attention.

The Philadelphie Record, in a long
article about the wheat, says. “Since
the fair opened the entire exhibit has
been bought up in small packages by
growers from this aud other States,”

The MARTIN AMBER is described a3
follows : The straw is of the averags
length, very bright, and stands up ercct
until ripe, when the heads incline
somewhat, and although stiff enough
to support the large heads, is pleasant
to handle, beicg freo from that brittle-
ness which characterizes some wheat
upon becoming ripe.  The heads are
beardless, filled out excellently, and
run 4 to 7 inches in length,

The grains arc of a beaut:ful amber
color, good size, full and plump, with
a very thin bull.  Expert mullers pro-
nounce it a No. 1 wheat for flowering,
and by reason of its very thin hull it
makesbut little bran, aud yicldsa
Iarge retuen of flour of the vory best
quality.

Tho yield, with ordinary cultiva.
tion, is from 30 to 45 bushels per acre,
and bas yielded more with a little
extra care and better cultivation. Tt
ripens with the Lancaster and other
standard gorts,  Threshes and cleans
very eatily and pesfectly, and generally
weiﬁhs 63 pounds to the measured
bushel,

A number of testimonials are given
from prominent n§ricultnrists, all
speaking very highly of this new
wheat, and we believe it is only amat-
ter of a little time in which to make

its merits known, when it will take a

high rank amouvg the wheat growers of
the country. It is being introduced
by the popular scedsman, J. A. Kveritt,
of Wataontown, Pa., who has intro-
duced a number of our best potatocs
and other vegolebles. Ifo basissued a
bandsome circular daeribing it, which
contas an illustravion of a' bunch of
the whoat of seventy-five stalks—the
praduct of one grain,  Thoso who
desire to know more about this ro-
markable wheat should refer to the
advertusing columns of this paper, or
address Mr. Everitt.
e

SOME NOTES ON A FARMER'S EDU
CATION, v

At the Farmer’s State Conventiun,
held at New Britian, Conn., tho lead-
ing topic was: “What the Farmer
Ought to Know, and how he may
Learn It.” The following romarks are
extracts from our notes taken upoin
the lectures aud discussions

The old view that anybody coutd bo
a farmer is pasing away. Farmers
aro “lookivg over tho fence” more
thau ever hefore ; they observe, and
imitate when it scems desirable. This
awakening of thought has developed
into the cstablishment of various agn.-
culiural schools, many of which have
been unsuccessful, and fur various
reasons. Too much was cxpected of
them ; the teachers were not tramncd
to tbeir work, and the papile, in many
cases, havo been educsted away from
the farm, The love for farming and
farm hfe must be developed in the
child. The home teachings manly
shape the farmer Loy’ future. Ubject
lessons, instead of book lessons, must
interest and instruct the young—and
the farm with all its plants and am-
mals offer the very host opportumities
for this training of the pbwers of
observation. Study nature and refer
to books, and not study books apd
afterwards refer to nature

The great Jack in the farmer’s cdu-
cation ig system and balance. In no
occupation is there greater demand for
independent thought and accurrie
judgement. To obtain theso he must
read the best agricultural papers,
cstablish and attend farmers’” clubs,
take part in the annual exbibitions,
and in every way possible meet his
fellow farmers, that by so doing he
may increase his knowledge.

There is much work for sgriculture
to be done in the common scgool. The
apparatus required issimple and cheap,
and plaunts, etc., are always at hand,
A text-book of the rudiments of farm-
ing could be put into every common
school with great advantage to every
child, and as Prof. Johnson remarkedt
we should then have “more Lroth and
less dish-water in our schools,”
Scientific methods should bo cultivated
in youth ; tho method is as valuable as
the facta. The only reason for this
lack of agriculture instruction is the
indiffevence of the people, Boards of
Education and Boards of Agriculture
should put their heads together and
help to bring in this new dispensation
The village and city scheol should
sbare in this vork ; the whole systemn
leading up to the Agricultural Colloge,
where the highest and most thorough
cducation can be obtained. Asa
stimulus and an aid in bringing
abuut this system 1 agriculture odu-
cation, schools of a few montbs dura-
tion, in the winter season it may be,
might be held at various points. The
pation is safest only when the youth
are educated thoroughly—and agricul
ture is on o sound and permancnt
basis only whon the boys, and girls
too, are instructed in the clements of

farmivg.—~American Agriculturi,



