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A CONFIDENTIAL TALRK

CCASTIONALLY it as o good thing for a pubilisher 1o
O tahe his teaders into his  confidence and et them
know just what he s domg. Magazine publishess
have maugurated this new costom, with the 1esult that
the pages i which they converse with their teaders ate
seanted with almost as much  antetest as the egular
readingg pages  In the case of the trade paper, it as even
more essential that the publisher should be perfectly open
as to hix plans  The ondinary magazine sechs metely to
entertaan s teaders in thew Jeisure time The trade
paper does more It endeavors  to help its readers
theit bustness howrs, Consequently it s a good thing fot
the pubhisher to keep las sabseribers imformed as to what
he is doing to further thewr interests.
.

Favorable comment has been made flom tine 1o time
on the typograpmcal appearance of Bookseller and Sta-
tioner, hoth inside and  outside.  During the past two
vears  covers  of bright  and stnking design have been
speetally  made for  the papers. Capable artists have
drawn the pictures, and the engravers have made plates
from them.  In several cases thiee plates have been called
for to give the despted color effect. The printing has all
been done in our own ofhice, reflecuing no hittle credit on
the mechanical department.  Insde the paper every cae
has been tahen to give cach reading pace and cach advet-
Tising page a claa-ent aml sinhing appedance. Special
pains have been taken to peproduce the allustrations effec-
tively. Al in all, the publishers have every right to feel
prowd of their paper, veahzng that there ate few trade
papers an its class equathng 1t an appearance

A word or two about our advertisers, whoe ate, aiter
all, the main bulwark of the paper. should not  comne
amiss. They represent the best an the trade, lor the fea
son that only the best advertine. It s the nom wleh s
up-to-ditte, which is constantly and 1apully turumgg omver
stock and which has new goods ta sell every month, that
has news for our wivertuising colufmns, These are the [
that are progressive, and that it pays to huy from. Firms
which do not advertise must be loohed on as unprogies-
sive amd behind the tanes, whether they really are o
ar not. The moral 1o he dedueal 18 @ two-fuld  one
It shiould teach the etaaler to patronize the advettsers,
because they are the progressive thms and have the lalest
goonds. I should teach the firms who da pot advet tise to
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get up with  the procession, beeguse they ate othetwise
tegatded as back numbets.

Many bhook papers, both hterary and tiade, are issued
by book publishiers. Whether  mtentionally <o o1 not,
they are frequently biased an favor of the publications of
the titms, and are often used ta boom particular povels
in wWhich  such firms  are interested  The oplmons ex-
pressal cannot be tehed on to be impattial, am can then
hists be termed complete. Bookseller and Stationer,  on
the other hand, s entuely ndependent of any hook pub
hisher, and in consequence its opmtons can be considered
as tmpartial. This is aw mimpertant pomt, and 1t merds
the considetation of afl rcaders of thas paper. Nor can it
be sand that Bookseler and Stationer is influenced by afs
advertisers, for the smmple reason that every one of the
large Canadian publishers makes  use of 1ts advetrtisig
columns, and  all receive  wdentical treatment from the
cditoral end.
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In presentime this number of Bookseller antd Stationer
to 1N pumetous subscibets, the publishers do so with no
small degree of pride This assue for Mayv, 1905, is the
bese numbet ever sent out for a correspondin month o
any previons dear I has only been surpassed by the
speeial Fall numbers assued e Septembet, which have
natugally been fatge and  ttoportant pubhications ‘The
May number has Lleen called the Summer Reading Num-
bet” breause of the speaad attention which has been
patid e its columis to Sumer hooks,  But other depart -
wents have wot suffered. The preture posteard seclion,
the art sectjon, and the plaving catd seetion, are stronge
than usual this month  They have been 1enfores! with
intetesting iflustrayions which have been well teproduced

Tu August, IS the fitst nutnber of Booksellet  and
Stationer, then huown as Boohs and Notions, made 1t
apprarance. o August, 05, the paper will have attaon-
ol ity majonily It s the intention of the publishers 1o
marh the occastion by et @ rtlday number The
coltlents will he of an istone natine, tracine the growth
of the book and <tationery husiness of Canada from 1l
tine ahie paper was {omnded down to the present time
The number wall be cbellishal with interestagg sliustia
tions, and will be a somvenit whichr evelvone conneeted
with the trade sl be cager to possess The trade papet
1~ o mmodern wenitution, and few of them can pant 1 o
twenly-gne years’ eanicnce.



