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tho os uteri dilating gradually and well.  Thero was ao unusual
tediousnesy, and the patient appeared tw bear her paing with
more than onhnary patonco and with very little complaint of
suffering.  About § aun , the perinum ¢amo to be pressed upon
by tho head, and its didtention was most regular and gradual,
The pains au this poriod of tho labor were not at all too stroug
or two long continued, a good intorval talzing placo between
thom. *

Tho perineum had beeome sv much siretched as to admit of
the protrusion of a part of tho head through the external orifico,
and another pain or twe scomed all that was needed to finish
tho Jabor. T adsised the pativat to keep as still, and bear down
as gently as possible whon toe pains came on.  Just as I had
done »0, she said 1t was coming, but that she felt nuable to lay
hold of tho sheot with her hauds, and in an instant, without

farther warnng, sho was scized with a most violent convulsion. |

Yler body was thrown trom the front to tho back of the bed,
whito the child (wihich was born alive) was thrust suddenly and
with great torco thrungh the valva, lacerating the perinaeur con-
siderably, but fortunately not so as o ajure the sphincter of tho
bowel.

Thore was 1n this case no ovidenco whatevor of active cere-
brai congestion prior to the supersontion of tho fit.  Contrariwiso,
tho pationt s whole aspect iudieated a stats of gonoral debility.
Tho convaulsion appeared (w by due sulely tu the suffering caused
by the pain during which it took place.

On tho cessation of the con ulsion, I administered a powder
contaimng 1} grs. ot opium, which 1 happeuned to have by mo,
and baving attonded to the delivery of the placenta and tho
application of the bandage, sent at once for sume ¢hlural,

Beforo the messenger returned, in about thirty minutes after
the tirst tit, she had a second, and in twonty minutes moro she
was ovudently abuat to havo a third, wheo [ gave her a
dose of chloral~40 grs.—in sweotoned water. In a very short
timo sho became quite calm, and becoming, i half or threo
quarters of au hour, somewhat restiess, I repeated the dose. 850
foll asieep and siopt for soveral hours, and had no return what-
over of tho convulsions. [ may add, that cach fit lasted about
fivo munates, and that as the bowels had been moved carly in
tho labor, therv scemed no necess.y for troubling her oither
with an enema or a purgative.




