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accounted for by syphilitie changes in the aorta alone. The value oi
negative reaction lias been studied and its reliability conflrmed by 1
negative reaetions obtained in nonsyphilitic affections of the skin. ilt
series of necropsies in which it was demonstrated pathologically that 1
aorta wus free from syphîlitie disease, negative reactions were obtain
in 91 per cent. The conclusions of Dr. Syxumers and his co-worki
are shown bo be fallacîous and a misrepresentation of facts owing i
1. The apparent disregard of the different resuits obtained by varic
aerologic methods; and the employment of a questionable technic. 2. T
careless survey of pathologie material."

A PLEA FOR SICKNBSS PREVENTION.
Conference Board presents a researdli report under the titie of "Sickn,
Insuirance or Sickness Preventionf '"

In these days of conservation, it is higli time the publie was ma
to realize the extent to which sickness and physical disabîlity sap 1
energies and impair the efficiency of the nation. Il is lime we answei
the question "If ît costs a billion dollars to insure the healtli of i
United States, why not prevent disease ?"

Under the heading "Ilow For are Diseases and Physical Defe
Preventable 1" the report states:

"The diseases most frequent in the industrial population, other thi
strietly 'occupational diseases,' are those of the degenerative type, su~
as Bright's disease, cancer, apoplexy, eirrhosis of the liver, and arter
diseases. These are particularly frequent causes o! disability and dei
af ber the age of 45 years, aithougli they often exert a detrixuental eff
on the efflciency of workers at earlier ages. 'Predîsposing factors wW~
contribute bo the occurrence of those diseases often exist in the -V(
eari>' periods o! life. While opporbunit>' for prevention o! these disea
may be less promising than in the case of communicable diseases, th,
is undoubbedly a large field for successful preventive work if undertai
in trne."

"IPreventive work in the case of such communicable diseasea
typloid fever, tuberculosis, pueumonia, and diphtheria lias been bri
anbly successful. That iu less than a generation the mortalit>' rate
tuberculosis per 100,000 population has fallen froin over 200 to les th
150 and that for byphoid f ever from 35.9 to 12.4 is a bribute to 1
cfficiency Of prevention, since ini the main these resuits have been accç
plished by preventive agencies. The results already attaiued with
comparatively modest expenditure in buis field are an earnest of 1
possibilitie-S o! still greater progress iu the future and of broad suce

in the fieljd of no-omuial diseases as well, if these are attaci


