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Ontario should ziot bc to the fore in the fight against the Ceiis of life.
*. here is miuch that is of a provincial nature-tîc Nork of the Provincial
Board of Health, the care of the insane, the publie liospitals, the relief
of inebriety, miedical legislation, including medical educatioîi. A mat-
ter of no little importance, too, as it brings the memibers of our profes-
sion into dloser touch wvith each other. It is to the benlit of the indi-
vidual meinber. He cannot faau to have bis mental horizon extended-
in union there is strength.

It lias been said that surgery Fias about reached its limit and that
there is littie left for us to do in the way of improvement. Surgery is
iii as active a stage as ever. Wliile mnuch of the work that is being
done now appears marvellous compared wvith the xvork of a quarter of
a century ago, there is no doubt, and many of our surgeons recognize it,
that there is stili 'in sight a great field for improvement, and that we
may be looked upon as Lilliputians compared wvith those wvho wvill do the
wvork at the end of the next quarter or haif century. Whule our know-
ledge is -ictua-.lly great, it scems Iltte after ail, when wve consider the
possibilities of the future. When the tubercle bacillus was made known
to us we were congratulating ourselves that the white plague would disap-
pear forever. Although we are wvondrous wvise, xve have no reason as
yet to boast of any great wvisdom. No miatter how much xve quarantine
the microbes they stili produce-I say this advisedly- -such diseases as
the wvhite plague, enteric lever, the infectiaus diseases and many others,
and by their flank movements get in their deadly wvork. On the part
of the physician it xviii always be a fight to the finish-the French pro-

ye)A'pres la mnori le. médecin,. expresses it aty-nthe part of the
microbes a filht to the death. The discoveries that have already been
made impress us only too strongly that research xvork must be pursued
on a larger scale than ever, and our m ulti-mill ion aires, benevolentiy,
philanthropically inclined, in their Jater days at least, could flot do bet-
ter than aid in the great xvork of research. While xve cari felicitate our-
selves for much that has been donc in the matter of serumn treatment,
especially in diphtheria and rabies, we may look forward to even greater
things; great as these advances seemn, the possibilities seemn greater.
The surgeon, as is well known, is too often the victim of so-
calied blood-poisoning. It has claimed as its victimns many of the most
skilled and cultured of our profession, besides placing many others near
the brink of the great beyond. It is nedless to mention names, they are
well-known to us ail. There are many living to-day who feel that they
have narrowly escaped the jaws of death-I mighit say the jaxvs of the
microbe-and only a vigorous constitution, or a rather ýattenuated at-
tackc of the microbe, lias spared them a few years more. 1 appeal again
to the philanthropist to assist us in our work of research. There is no
fight on now of greater import than the battle against the disease-pro-
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